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LETTER I. 

Bit£sLAU, \ZthApnl^ 1805. 

JLVX Y friend, I shall transmit to you, from time to time^ tht 
contents of my travelling journal. 

Nothing particular occurred on the way to Dresden. At 
Meissen, I could not but lament that so littl6 improvement ift 
made as to shape and decoration in our porcelain. I remembeir 
that I once paid sixty dollars in Berlin for a single cup> whick 
I bought for a wealthy Russian, and which had no further or*- 
nament upon it than a head of Frederic the second. Whethef* 
.Dresden is improved, or 1 am become a better judge^ 1 knovt 
not; but the character of the inhabitants appeared iu my eyeft 
materially different. 1 did not observe so much fancied im^ 
portance and ridiculous pride as before disgusted me. 

On this occasion I visited the gallery, and (half a dozen of 
the classic paintings excepted) did not find it near so rich iti 
the better Italian schools as I expected ; so much the richer ii 
it, however, int the Flemish, both as to number and merit» 
The Dresden collection is still, in my opinion, the nejtt in valud 
to that of Paris; at least I know of none in Italy, which call 
dispute the point with it. The -store of antiques is very large^ 
and the above observation also applies to them, especially al 
the Venus of M^dicis and Family of Niobe are now removed 
to Paris. The young -Faun, the Dorso, the Venus, the Ari'^ 
adne, the Matron, and some others, undoubtedly belong, to 
the most valuable productions of the art. It is almost evi^ 
dent to me that Canova took the beautiful attitude of his Heb^ 
from the .young Faun at Dre^en. It is almost exactly similar; 
what confirms me io the suppositioii ia that h« fof merit waA 
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known to have often examined the statue for a considerable 
time Mr'ith silent enthusiasm. The mummies are to be seen in 
greater perfection elsewhere. An ancient bust, which is sup- 
posed to represent Caligula, particularly attracted my attention, 
as C had previously seen a copy of it, in which I fancied that 
I discovered a strong resemblance to a certain great man of our 
times; and this opinion was rather confirmed than diminished 
by an examination of the antique itself. Becker, whose merit 
and judgment no one more highly esteems than [ do, has told 
us that if the ancient artists produced only nine truly classic 
works, Dresden can boast that she possesses five of them. 
Surely there is some partiality in this remark. He should be 
content if it were acknowledged that she possesses a quarter of 
them. 

In the Green Chamber I saw abundant proof of the eleotorV 
great wealth. 

I was highly gratified by the rehearsal of the oratorio, which 
is to be perfoimed at Easter. Schuster made .the performers 
repeat over and over again any passages in which they were not 
quite perfect. 

At Bautzen I only found one of my friends at home, and at 
Gorlitz I merely saw Antony while we changed horses. From 
this place and W^aldau we had fine views of the Giant Moun- 
tain, which we caught at intervals for several days. The most 
picturesque point from which we surveyed it, was on the 
heights between Waldau and Bunzlau about sun-set, after which 
we had a romantic drive by moonlight through the vale of Bober. 
Of all the mountains which I have yet seen, the Giant Mountain 
is one of the most beautiful and fertile, ^tna alone exceeds 
it in these perfections, and the Apennine between Florence and 
Bologna may contest the point. It is surpassed by the Alps in 
awful grandeur and sublimity; but serenity of appearance, and 
abundance of produce, are its characteristics. While swrveyuig 
it, I seemed to be again enjoying tlie spring of last year, lliere 
stood the Giant before me with his snowy head as in the former 
April. It was then that I was the first, as at iEtna, who 
climbed through the roaring tempest to the summit, and looked 
down upon the vales below through the magic clouds that rolled 
past in rapid succession. 1 followed the numerous windings of 
the river, and retraced the enchanting vales of Warmbrunni 
Hirschberg, and Schmiedeberg. It is seldom that the traveller 
sees a more delightful country than this. It was here that 1 last 
year plucked the first violet, and heard the note of the first 
nightingale. 

The plain of Liegnitz is perhaps one of the most extensive' 
iu Europe ; the one near Cbaions is not more so. . The viila^^et 
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in Silesia have, in generai;> an appearance of comfort, ft is 
true that the houses are only- thatched ; but the chimnies, win- 
dows, and doors, are every where tolerably neat and clean; and 
this appearance always conveys to me an idea of good economy 
and management within. The name of the village is always 
painted on a post at the entrance of it, a regulation, which must 
be of considerable service to those who superintend the police of 
the country. These names are, however, becoming iliegibie, 
and ought to be renewed. Every one here is complaining of 
the dearness of com, which is hardly to be procured; but the 
situation of those beyond the hills in Bohemia is much more 
lamentable ; for I understand that an actual fajuine prevails there. 
The exportation of grain from Silesia is strictly prohibited ; but 
considerable quantities, nevertheless, find their way out of the 
country. " Our neighbours supplied us when we needed their 
assistance," say the inhabitants openly, " and we cannot, there- 
fore, let them die for want of bread," Who can decide whe- 
ther this is humanity or the love of gain ? It is a happiness that 
Providence has interwoven the passions with the general welfare. 
ManV politically and morally formed as he now is, would do 
but little good from the pure pleasure of doing it. 

Since my arrival in Breslau, I have heard Graun's Deadi 
of. Jesus, in the church of St. Elizabeth. 

The vocal part of the performance was not very good; but 
the choruses were charmingly assisted by a most excellent organ. 
1 scarcely remember a work of the kind, which possesses more 
merit. The' conversation of the day still, turns upon the oil of 
vitriol, which was thrown from a boy of the theatre in the face 
of a female performer, and nearly caused her immediate death. 
The circumstance is a mournful proof of our degraded man- 
ners. Even the possibility and certainty of such an action hav- 
ing been committed in a quarter, where the first society of a 
large town is in the habit of assembling, excites abhorrence. 
Yet from a most mistaken notion of honour, those, whose duty 
it is to discover the perpetrator of this outrage, have not done 
it. . It is no credit, 1 allow, to the duchy of Silesia, that any 
inhabitant of it could be guilty of such an act ; but the disgrace 
will not be obliterated by an attempt to conceal it. True ho- 
nour requires publicity and punishment. The wretch who 
could sink so low deserves no mercy. Besides, the wanton act 
of villainy has not even the merit of originality. When in Hol- 
land, i heard of a tailor, who availed himself of the sama 
means, but in a much more humane manner;^ for he was ac- 
customed to take opportunities of sprinkling this preparation oa 
the clothes of his customers, with a view of increasing his bu- 
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sioets. 'Being discovered^ he was very properly committed tm 
the house of correction. 
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Schawl in LitnVANtA^ tM April, 1805. 

XJL ere I am again, my dear friendi among the Samogitians 
shuddering with cold, while ypu perhaps are plucking the flower* 
in your garden, or listening to the nightingale. A deep snow 
has fallen here to-day^ and an intense frost threatens to suc- 
ceed it. 

A journey through Poland may, in my opinion, be reckoned 
a campaign. Since the last alteration or rather jannihilation of 
the government, the traveller will find his conveniences materiallj 
abridged. This may appear impossible ; but it is, nevertheless^ 
true. I am able to draw the comparison with accuracy, as I 
travelled through the country several times and in various 
directions, when it was under the government of Stanislaus 
Poniatowsky. The district between Wartemberg and Warsaw 
(Petrikaw and Rawa excepted) is particularly to be pointed out 
as affording only wretched accommodation. Poverty and filth 
prevail among Christians as well as Jews — among the former, if 
possible, in a greater degree. Speaking in the strictest sense of 
the e?fpression, and without any exaggeration, the manure-heap 
is, at most Polish houses in the country, the spot on whicli 
you can stand with least disgust. The neighbourhood of War- 
saw, and other places here aud there, alTord exceptions to this 
observation. 

After we had been hungering and hoping for several stages, 
we were at length promised tea at the post-house iq Wielky. 
An old dirty broken copper-pot was introduced, which appeared 
as if it had contained some gypsey's mess ever since the Revolution. 
It required sucli ravenous appetites as we possessed to make the 
tea, as they termed it, drinkable. I must, however, mention 
that the post-house at Rawa is very good and the charges very 
reasonable. 

J t is to be lamented that Buchhorn and Co. are not here at 
Schawl ; for such an assembly of Hogarthish figures and groupes 
are seldom to be seen as at a Polish fair: Germans, Poles, 
Russians, Jews, all with the most distinct and prominent character. 
Take myself among them with a beard six days old, which 
I here bade adieu to. In the capacity of barber appeared a tall 
lean ghost-like Israelite with a beard down to his girdle. I sat 
upon a tottering three-legged stool while he clumsily performed 
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tbe operation, and the old Donna of the house, pacing from one 
side of the room to anotlier, grumbled at having been disturbed 
in her habitual indolence. 

It would be difficult to determine whether the appearance of 
Russian or Prussian Poland is more deplorable. Yet the 
people are not poor. They have bags of gold, and ahnost lie 
in filth, destitute of the common necessaries of life. If one of 
the town-soldiers of Leipzig were condemned to the same 
privations, he would shoot 'himself. Yesterday,' a village of 
some consequence, in which were probably a hundred houses 
that had each a dozen windows and even some cbimnies, could 
not supply us with a drop of beer ; iu another, the beer was 
sublimated witli ingredients, which made it a truly Stygiau 
draught. 

In the history of the Church I had heard of Qfiany strange 
baptismal ceremonies, and among the rest Ahat of baptising com, 
which 1 had here an opportunity of seeing for the first time at 
Easter. A man walked up and down the tield with a vessel of 
holy water, and sprinkled it upon the seed. Another from time 
to time stuck something in the earth, which, as I afterwards heard, 
were consecrated wooden crucifixes, and on fixing these in 
their places, he muttered some form of prayer. If the groimd 
be well tilled, the seed properly sown, and the weather 
favourable, this pious ceremony will do no. hann. Ridiculous 
farces of this description prevail every where during Easter, 
particularly at Petrikau. 

I reached Warsaw on the 17th of April, the very evening 
on which, .eleven years before, t stood in the midst of many a 
fire of musquetry. Those were two severe days, and well I 
remember them. I found several buildidgs just in the state of 
ruin that they then vvere. Not a stone had been replaced, and 
it seemed as if the inhabitants felt a melancholy pleasure in 
contemplating the monument of their last national energy. Our 
dining-room is a complete ruin, — the guard-house a 
wash-house, the war-office a smith's forge, find my lodging- 
room behind the palace hangs as it were in the air, without 
any stairs "to it. The time will soon ai'rive when I must live on 
recollection. I stood, therefore, at the gate-wa,y, the entrance 
of which we blocked on that fatal day with the dead bodies of 
our fellow-creatures, and the carcases of liorses ; and looked 
back on the various incidents of my fate. I counted all the balls 
which had fortunately escaped my head, and the marks of 
which were still visible in the w all. ^Ihe whole tragedy recurred 
to me. 
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Dura $(i ti$ hfiseris me mora t to prisca ma torum ; 
Et gravius summo cu/mine missa fuunt, 

is v/ritten on the window of M. Schulz in Petrilau. But whj 
should I tire you with a detail of former ti^es? My voice, 
compared with the Fuimus Troes of the Poles, is but a drop in 
the ocean. They dwell with enthusiasm on the recollection of 
past events, and catch at every glimpse of hope, which promises 
the regeneration of their native land, ^Fhe man is worthy of res- 
pect, who weeps over the grave of that, which is the most sacred 
blessing on earth ; but no more of this, I am become a rhapsodist. 
I have no doubt that the peasant has gained more under the 
Prussian than the Russian government ; for the Prussian system 
is in every respect somewhat more liberal towards the lower 
orders of the community than the Russian. For this reason the 
nobility hangs more to the side of Russia, which is always 
oppressive, and friendly to slavery, ^n inclination towards the 
Russians is, however, to be found among all the other classes of 
the nation, in spite of every effort to counteract it on the part of 
the Prussian government. The recollection of Lucchesini's 

Eromises and his'performance of them is deeply rooted in every 
eart. To thid may be added the rigorous duties exacted, particu* 
larly the excise, which is, not without reason, looked upon a» 
oppressive and hatefi.il, and the execution of which is not always 
conducted in the most humane manner. Further, there is a 
nearer connection between tlie Poles and Russians, they being 
people of one and the same race> easily understanding each 
other, and soon learning to look on each other as brothers. 
With many too, the secret wish to be under one sceptre may 
have its further effect, for the hope of Poland regaining her 
influence as a state would in several respects be thereby increased. 
Warsaw is sinking very gradually into a provincial govern- 
ment-town. The rich withdraw to Berlin of Petersburgh, ac- 
cording to their diflierent distances from those places. They 
only, whose family affairs will not allow so great a change, or 
who are attached to the place from principle, inclination, ^c. 
remain there. The military is more numerous than when the 
Russians played the master, which is easily to be accounted for on 
political grounds. The guards parade in the Saxon>court as it 
is termed, where I formerly saw Suworow command the Russians, 
undressed to his shirt. The great pavilion in the centre of the 
garden, \^here the company used formerly to take refreshment, 
is, for some purpose unknown to me, taken away. Many 
p?Iaces stand empty, or are converted into hotels ; of which the 
palace beloi^ing to the family, of Borch, where the Russian 
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aeubassadors resixJed, is tlie best, and known by the new name 
of the Hotel de Prusse. 

M. Boguslaw^ky, the man who perhaps after Kosciusko 
<leserves to be called the last of the Poles, has still his theatre here, 
»»d seems only to live for the purpose of offering sacrifices to 
hi» native country, and then to die in it and witli it. He is 
certainly in his spliere one of the fiist managers of tlie age, and in ' 
many characters fully deserves to be placed at the side of 
iffland^ in sonie perhaps even at bis right side. All his arrange- 
ments are made judiciously and with taste. He is indeed a 
pupil of Stanislaus -Poniatowsky^ who was decidedly the first 
arbiter efes:antiarum. 

In Laschenka every thing is, indeed, empty and desolate, but 
Ml tolerable order. Sobit ski's statue stands exactly opposite to 
the focmei' chambers of Poniatowsky. The good man could 
hardly have invented a better satire on himself. Not far from 
here some recruits were exercising. I observed tliem from 
different sides for some hours, and confess with pleasure thvt 
they were treated with much good humour and kindness. 

Near Praga, 1 stopped for a minute at the place, where King 
Poniatowsky was detained by his affectionate consort, as he went 
to the army. In my Lines upon his Death, there is not a syllable^ 
which to ray knowledge deviates from histoiical truth. 

The flood was immense ; we were twice obliged to cross the 
Bug with our carriage, and each time to pay ten guilders, with- 
out any previous agreement having be«n made. It appears to 
me tliajt a system of police has never yet been thought of. 
We now travelled for a whole day in the direction of th§ Bug, 
and did not find the road so destitute of acjComnio4atio|[)s as before 
we readied Warsaw. At many points m'c saw the Austrian 
dominions over the river, particularly at Brock, where a solitary 
hussar lay in garri;&onj aiid stepped forth a3 the whole military 
detachment. 

Between Wiscbkow «n.d Brock, at a plaee where the carriage 
stopped, a soldier approachod me with papers in his hand, md 
soUcited my charity. The papers were his discbarge, and a 
letter from the king's adjutant general, Al. von Kleist. The 
soldier's name w^as Joseph H^^acke of Owstien's regiment 
He related that his captain, a ]V1. von Schenk, had struck him, 
during exercise, so forcibly with a spontoon upon the breast 
diat he had broken the bone. He had been Ipng in the hospital, 
aud suffered much ; after which he was discharged as unfit for 
service. His breast bone, which he shewed, had a shocking 
aj^aranca. . He had applied to the king fpr a pension, or an 
invalid 6 place, bad been ob!ig.€d to wait a fortnigbt, und then 
received from his majfesty towards hi^ expjsnc^is iu tmvelliqg > 
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home to Diibno, about a hundred and eighty German miles 
from Berlin, a gracious present of two Frederic-d'ors. All this 
was actually stated on paper by M. von Kleist. Had I been iu 
the same situation as the soldier, a couple of bullets would, I 
grant, have been a more acceptable present ; and taking it for 
granted, that the story was true, 1 should not, at this moment, like 
to be the king or Kleist, and least of all Schenki Better would 
it be for all, if matters were really otherwise. The two Frederic- 
d'ors were nearly exhausted, and my florin would probably not 
take him much farther; especially as he breathed with consi- 
derable difficulty. So much for Joseph Haacke of Dubno. 

At Checkanowice, close on the Bug, the Prussian recruiting 
officer hoped for a rich harvest at the fair, which was to take 

i)lace on the following day, when many a man would drink away 
lis freedom. The difference of charge in our bill was striking. 
For a night's lodging in ^n unfurnished chamber with broken 
windows, destitute of bedstead, or the least convenience, we paid 
a ducat, and for a tolerable breakfast, consisting of warm beer 
with bread an^ butter, in rather a cleanly room, only six 
groatfi. 

Bialaslock, the favourite residence of the last Polish monarch, 
is certainly the most inviting place on the road from Warsaw to 
Grodno. Here, as well as at Rawa and Widawa, they are erecting 
numerous and solid buildings; and in other places too a disposition 
to improvement is visible. From Buckstell, the road rises with- 
out intermission as far as Sokolka, and then proceeds along the 
heights Kuniza, from which place there is a gradual descent to 
Grodno. At the first Russian post we were detained an hour 
during the examination of our passport, and the Cossacks directly 
begged money to expend hi drinking, without afterwards allowing 
us to proceed. The commanding officei* probably knew the use 
of a sword better than of a pen; for one might have wrilten out 
a brief for a long criminal process before he dispatched us. 
The proceedings at the toll-house were equally slow ;. but all 
was conducted with civilitv and decorum* 

Russian weather makes a man alert. It was a very severe 
winter, when I was first at Pleskow, and after leaving a party, I 
was making the best of my way to my own lodgings. '^ My 
God, how quick he runs T' called a little girl behi«d me. Here 
at Grodno, being obliged to sit so long in the toll-house, I 
took out my pocket book, and noted some little occurrence on 
the road. " My God, how quick he writes !" said one of the 
men near me. 

We were directed to M. Harbatowsky, as keeping the best 
inn, and the rooms were ^eally tolerable. At supper time a 
^4oon was throvn) opeO; and a splendid Easter banquet invited 
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US to sit down. It was just the celebration of this festival 
among the Russians. Ostentation and expencQ seemed to go 
liand in hand, as they usually do; but so much the more 
sparingly was the table supplied on the following day. As a 
proof that it was probably the best house in the place, a Russian 
major brought some travellers of consequence to it, and they 
were the only persons will) whom I sat down to dinner. No 
one eat much — the tureen was cracked, the plates were vondyked 
here and there, and all the bottles had broken their necks. By 
"way of cleanliness and propriety too, a. dog was served from the 
same dish, which had just been taken from our table. 

Grodno is not improved. From the castle to the smallhuts^ 
dilapidation every where arrests the eye. From that place to 
Kowno we were' driven by Jews, who are noted there as the 
best postillions. I had forgotten to provide myself with a post- 
pass, and would not willingly wait another day. You must 
know that no one can here travel post with a general passport, 
but a special one must be procured of the Russian governor 
at the chief town. The passport is indeed the majus, and 
therefore ought to include the post-pass or mimes, but such is 
not the case, and the greatest inconvenience is, that this post-pass 
is sure to create delay : for instance, he who arrives to-day at 
Grodno, or any other government-town, can travel no further 
till the officers of police have given him this document: con- 
sequently he is obliged to stay all night against his inclination. 
This little evil of society we must, however, submit to, in return 
for the good which we enjoy. 

We now proceeded along the right, banks of the Memel. 
The country round Olita is very pleasant ; but cultivation is no 
forwarder tnan on the other side of the river in Prussian Poland. 
The road is altered, and the traveller can no longer proceed 
straight to Kowno, as before; but must go by Wilna, twelve 
miles out of his way; and the new regulations create many 
difficulties. Every thing here was winterly in the middle of. 
May — the trees were still leafless. One particular species of 
plant only had put forth its blossom, which somewhat resembled 
that of a cherry, and smelt not unlike a violet. I can distinguish 
a cucumber-plant from a potatoe, and there ends my botanical 
knowledge. 

Tlie Russians had here and there converted bams into am- 
munition-magazines, a measure by no means to be approved. 
Every spark is attended with danger, and how probable is a 
negligence which, in such a case, may have fatal consequences ! 
The Prussians at least guard this article with military exactness, 
and have built good ston^ magazines on the banks of the Bug. 
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In going do-^n the Memel, onr best resource was* the fine pikff 
taken in that river, and I do not remember to have ever tasterf 
them in higher perfection. At Kowno, a fish was served op, 
M'hich was there called Zerb, and which resembled a herring 
both in appearance and taste. 

On every side we still perceived the devastations committed 
by the Cossacks and Yagers during the last war. The spirit of 
laying a country waste is dishonourable to huntan nature. Peter 
the First, who Was not remarkable for refinement, dismissed 
the officer with disgrace, and made the soldier run the gauntlet, 
who cut down a single tree without orders; yet now whole vtoods 
and gardens are swept away, to make a dreary country more 
completely a desert. 

The floods had here also done much injury ; and the 
Werchnaja had carried away the whole bridge, besides bursting 
the banks. No arrangement had yet been made for crossing, 
and even foot-passengers could not reach thd other side. We 
sliould have had a long and tedious circuit to make, if we 
did not cross here. Several persons at length passed over 
upon planks curiously laid for the purpose, and pointed out 
that it was possible to draw the carriage through the rivet 
a little below the mill. This M'as resolved on, and began with 
no little exertion as well as some danger. But now the carriage 
Inid reached the mill-court, and could proceed no further ; for 
the gate had not been measured, and was at least a foot too 
low. What was to be dune ? A dozen stont fellows soon took 
oif the wheels, reduced our vehicle to a sort of sledge, and drag- 
ging it with much labour safely to the other side of the river. 
The sturdy boors rejoiced, as if their native land had recovered 
her importance, \then they saw our heavy carriage landed. 
Such ready cheerful assistance is, 1 must own, riot often to be 
met with in Gcrmanv. 

At Kowno we changed horses, and were, therefore, obliged to 
wait a while. For the sake of security I had always hired a man 
to guard the carriage, as there were articles of value in it. On 
applying to the landlord here for this purpose, he refused to in- 
terfere, stating that it was a matter belonging to the police. I 
sent to tlie ofiice, and a corporal with two file of men imme- 
diately made their appearance in regular order, and surrounded 
the. carriage. The corporal had some trouble with one of his 
men, w1m> seemed to have Ijeen drinking deep. /' The devil 
take thee, fellow," said he, " thou hast been drunk these four 
days.'' *' SJawa bogu, Sudar, qebodni pjaetoi," answered the 
•oldier,. '^ God be thanked, sir, then this is the fifth.'* 

Near the , town a spacious and handsome convent has lately 
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t>e^ti built, which will, 1 hope, be converted into some seminary 
of rational education ; for what monks can have to do here, 
I am not, with all my piety^ able to discover. 

The public at Kowuo were not disposed to say the most 
pleasant things in the world of General Zapolsky. He con- 
stantly paraded through the market-place in his splendid car- 
riage with a most magnificent retinue. People of observation 
know what kind of men sometimes sit iti such a carriage. A 
little time before there had been a fire in the city, on which 
occasion the general caused a servant of a respectable citizen 
ex plenitudine auctoritatis to receive three hundred lashes^ 
because he had, in the midst of the crowd, been guilty of so 
heinous ai crime as to throw down one of the general's establish- 
ment. The citizens made a formal complaint to the magistracy^ 
but the general was of opinion that the man had only received 
his deserts, and threatened farther chastisement in consequence 
of their bold remonstrance. Tlie citizens now thought of en- 
deavouring to obtain justice by an appeal to the throne; but 
they feared th& effects of the emperor's mild disposition and his 
partiality to the army. Tlie public, however, spoke with great 
freedom of the general, and remarked that the regiment never 
before had so many on the sick list, or was so much thinned 
by desertion. Abovef two hundred men Fay in the hospital — 
deserters were constantly crossing the river, and almost all the 
old officers of merit had thrown up their commissions in disgust. 
If the citizens, as must be confessed, sometimes carry matters 
too far, yet is the proud barbarous oppressive authority of the 
military in Russia, more than in other states, a deeply rooted 
malady. 1 have heard and seen dreadful instances of it. It i$ 
no uncommon thing for an oiHcer to eat at his quarters dunng 
several Weeks, to overlook innumerable disorders in his men, and 
on taking his departure to abuse and even strike his landlord, 
should he have the hardihood to apply for payment. This ex- 
ploit is afterwards a matter of triumph. Such occurrences are 
seldom brought to a hearing, and still more seldom are the per- 
petrators properly punished. The military authority treats the 
umnicipulity, especially in small towns (though I do not 
except the larger) with so much rigour and debasing rudeni?ss, 
tliat every feeling of honour and justice is annihilated. *' Hea- 
ven is high, and the emperor lives far off,'* says a Russian 
pjoverb, and the unsettled state of the laws aflbrds to the wicked 
extensive power. 

Farewell. If I do not close this letter, you will think 1 am 
about to write a book of lamentations, which may be scvj prue, 
but would be of ni^ use. 
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RAVEL throiigli t^oland, my frienci — eat with Jews — sleep 
ilmidst the grunting of swine — ^and you will feel almost a regene* 
itition wheii you enter a pleasant cleanly room in Courland, are 
tvelcomed by a civil well-dressed i»aid-servant, and are treated 
with a good meal. SiTch was our case when we dined at 
Medemkrug on the borders, and entered the Petersburg HoteF 
at,Mitau in the evening. At the latter place I saw none of my 
old acquaintance, as ft was late when we arrived, and we prb~ 
ceeded at an early hour next morning. What a gratifyirrg differ- 
ence between the last Polish Jew's habitation at Kaydafl> and 
the noble inn at Mellc-krug ! You will think, perhaps, that it isr 
Very diiBcuIt to please me — 1 hope not. A good dish of 
potatoes will afford me as hearty a meal as a venison-pasty, 
even if Potemkin sent for it by express from Paris. 13ut I 
cannot deny that cleanlitiess as to tlie apartment^ plates^ dishes^ 
&c. is indispensable to my comfort. 

It was with real delight that 1 again beheld at a distance the 
lofty towers of Riga. Wealth has here been induced by the 
stream to fix her seat tipon a barren soil ; so kindly does nature 
supply the want of one advantage by bestowing a greater. Not 
that I shall agree with tlie good pastor at Hamburg, that one of 
the greatest proofs of the care with which Providence constantly 
watches over us, is his kindness in causing large rivers to flow 
near large towns. The shipping was still confined l*ere in May, 
and the weather was extremely cold. We reached Dorpat 
before we felt the first few warm days, which amrounced the 
approach of spring. 

My friends on the banks of the Diina received me witfc 
open arms, and I was invited from one house to another, with 
real hospitality and kindness. Former times connected them- 
selves ivith the present, and recollection increased the pleasure 
of the moment. A charming mixture of German fruofs^lit^ and 
open Northern hoiiipitality prevails here. Splendour and luxury 
do not yet dazzle the sight, but comfort and a friendly wish to 
please speak to the heart. On every side may be seen industry 
and happiness. 
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Tlie Riga theatre is well known, and may be compared 
^:vith those of the higher order in Germany. Madame Taube 
and Madame Oehme are esteemed the best female performers^ 
and probably are so in reality ; but they are both deficient in the 
liigher excellences of their art. Arnold is still the favourite 
finger; and after he has conquered the fears, which always seem 
|:o oppress liim during the first scene^ his acting is not devoid of 
spirit and propriety. 

The public were not very well pleased with the dragooning 
^•stem of the Governor-general Buxhiivden, for whom a party 
of Cossacks are in the habit of making way through the narrow 
streets with their pikes, sometimes not in the most friendly man- 
ner. Such was not the conduct of Brown and Repnin ; hence 
it creates surprise, though it is by no means uncommon in Russia. 
The conversation of the day turned on the process against the 
superintendant-general Sonntag, a nmn who has ever dis- 
tinguished himself by his zeal in the cause of truth and virtue, 
through which he has gained but a very problematic kind of 
favour among the higher ranks. It is not easy to read any thing 
more feeble and unconnected than the charges of the general 
against him. His defence was easy and conclusive, and de^vered 
with open firmness. Tlie monarch and ministry did him the 
most smple justice which he could expect. Party rancour was 
incapable of subduing the unshrinking spirit which a good cause 
supplied. Surprise was, however, here and there loudly expres- 
sed that after such a result of the process, Qount Buxhovden 
should still occupy a post, which required a pure unsullied 
character. The general opinion is not controuled by any ukase. 
One of die novel curiosities which attracted my attention 
at Riga, was the work cf a cabinet-maker from Lemsal, whose 
name I have forgotten. He pobably does not equal Rontgen; 
but I have seen nothing either in Saxony, or at Berlin, which 
excels his workmanship in solidity and neatness. The man cer- 
tainly deserves encouragement; indeed his pupils are already 
sought after, and one of them is employed in the academjc 
buildings at Dorpat, where he gives great satisfaction. One 
of his most finisli^ undertakings is a ^^presentation in wood, 
of the three Swiss patriots, swearing the first alliance. The 
pieces of different-coloured wood are inlaid ; the figures are, for 
this kind of work, very correct, devoid of hardness or coarseness, 
and are not inferior to tlie best modern mosaic. They have the 
merit of being laid with perfect exactn^s to a considerable 
de'pth, so that their surface may be planed several times without 
injury, and thus their freshness renewed. 

From Riga, there are several continued stages through a 
fceavy sai)d. After leaving Lenzenhof, 1* bent to the right and 
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reached lindenhof, near which, several pleasing hill« and dafes 
formed a contrast to the dreary road we had passed. From 
Lindenhof, I took a direction on the left again to the road^ 
and passed through Wolmar to Dorpat. The district between 
Wolmar and Gulbin is again sandy and woody ; but between 
Teilitz and Kuikatz there is an agreeable variety of country, 
.which appears tolerably fertile and well cultivated. 

It is rather mortifying when a man sees a pleasant place just 
before him, at which he is about to stop, and is suddenly de» 
tained by some untoward accident before he r<^ches the point. 
The carriage was proceeding at a good pace on very smooth 
Toad, when the axle-tree broke, the machine over- turned, and 
its contents were lodged in a ditch. The horses very sensibly 
stood sjtill, and I worked my way out with my young friend, 
having sustained no injury beyond a trifling contusion. The 
driver, however, who but just before had been unmercifully 
swinging his whip without intermission over his head, now 
applied his fingers to his ribs^ which had sustained so much 
injury, that we were obliged to confide him to the caie of 
Surgeon Kauzmann, at Dorpat. 

Here 1 regained my ancient perfect freedom, by delivering 
my young travelling-companion safely into the bosom of his 
family* A person never feels quite at his ease with such a 
charge, because he naturally undertakes to deliver it sound in 
body and mind. You know what scruples my friends at home 
bad ; but they carried their anxiety too far : all ended well. 

You will expect me to say something respecting the Athenaeam 
on the banks of the Emb,ach. Rome was not built in a day. As far 
as T can judge, the appearance is promising. Several worthy men 
are using their utmost exertions to give the institution consequence 
and stability. The collision with the nobility (for in what 
does not the nobility try to incorporate its privileges?) is ap- 
parently suspended for the present ; the rest will be done by 
time, and the necessity of circumstances. For the solidity of 
the establishment the monarch has provided ; so that a Russian 
university can never be very bad, unless it is totally neglected. 
The sciences have made a good beginning, and promise to 
flourish. 

A principal objection Usually made to the Russian univer^ 
fiities i?, that schools are yet wanting; that these should be first 
provided; and that widiout this foundation the building of 
knowledge cannot proceed. This sounds like rational argument, 
and elsewhere might be so ; but in Russia the objection does 
not hold ^ood. There the smaller schools mast be created bv 
the larger, if any hope is to be formed of a general improvement 
in education. The indispensable condition of this general 
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IniprpTeneiHr is the persoiOQl libcvtj of wil ; haft ftbt slavei^ of 
their boors, is the paHadjiifB of the nobilily. The m^Uef 
JKrhools will never be established^ and succeed as Img ss the 
k>wey citiaeus and peasants do not themsekee feel the wast 
and advantages of them^ and can lend their aid in behalf of 
tbem. The nobility will never do any thing towards liteni 
witbont at the same time having their own views, by which^ the 
general advantage witt be again destroyed. Thia hes in the very 
Balnre of thingis. It were abstwd to believe that there are not 
eome among the nobility, who have good intentions ; but the 
spirit of their body is in opposilion to improvement, aud 
aubdues evisry effort of reason aud jnstice. 

Uenee, a higher species of education is no more to be exped* 
ed hi Russia for centmries^ than in Germany. Even the Frmioh 
could not yet bear it. The professors appean, not wsthput reaaoii| 
to have feared that the influence of the niobility wotiU be exerted 
with reopect to the management of the academic efttates, and the 
appointment to offices, and that a nepotisaa would thus be 
established. But it is not necessary that a person should be a 
nobleman, to feel this desire of aggrandizing his own fiunily. 

It 16 therefore not a groundless fear, that unless the bodj 
appointed to oveiiobk the affairs of thb estaUishinent^ be striffd^ 
attentive, a nepotism on the part of the pnefefsors may enspi^* 
The gymnasia, and provincml schools under the diteotion uf 
the universities, will, I think, gradaaHy gani a good footing in 
defianee of the difficulties which they hwre to encounter. NoKfr 
Aat all is in good order; the dislike to the new acadi^mMl 
inspection will be removed by liberal conduct. In what olher 
body ought suob an. inspection to be vested? If it has been, oo 
some occasions, negtigently and improperly conducted, .thiai 
does not destroy the propriety, which is functenoenlally isibermt 
in the regulation. The greatest difficulty seisms to be, that tha 
professors cannot take their journeys of inspection witbout 
injury to tlieir own departments^ and that some of them 
probably do not possess the exactness of a pedagogue, which is 
necessity for such an employment. I>uruig the recess, the 
teadier needs repose, in order tp prepare himself for teure 
labour. It would, perhaps, answer the purpose, if the 
emperor were to appoint for this particular office, a person at 
each university, whose ability and industry have been | roivod; who 
might tinder certain regtflations, have the inspection of the mari- 
ner in which the schools ' were conducAed, and report the 
laine. 

The monarch himself will not yet be able to establish Hie 
parochial schools, whatever Parrot and other WQll^wteaning 
enthusiasts m|y have laid before him to the amtsafj. Ht 
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himself » unable to famish the whole fund necessary for the 
purpose; the nobility give nothing; the peasantry can give 
nothing, and are far from feeling the want of a better education. 
All that the emperor has till now been willing to do towards 
the measure is of little avail. 

Slavery will allow no idea of public justice ; and it is to 
davery that the nobility cling so fast in reality, though they 
strive to avoid the hateful word. The newly-established Boor's 
Court is a measure, by which the nobleman preserves just such 
regulations among his vassals as suit his purpose. If 1 appoint 
the members of a court, and remove them at my pleasure, I con^ 
troul that court. The consequence is, that many of the lower 
orders wish matters had remained on their old footing. At a 
university^ round which such principles, or rather such want of 
principles, must constantly be put in practice, it is difficult 
indeed to teach with impartiality history and the law of nature. 

The academical building on the height near the town, upon the 
late of the old cathedral, will have a commanding appearance, 
and answer its purposes as a chapel, a library, and a museum. 
Thus much advantage is already derived from it^ that several 
portions of ground, hitherto lying waste all round it, are 
built upon and converted into gardens. Whether the house 
opposite will equally answer its end as a school of anatomy, 
or an observatory, I leave better judges to decide. The library 
18 aheady rather numerous, and must soon become of conse^ 
quence, if the ample sum of five thousand rubles per annum 
be judiciously expended. Morgenstern lives there as if in a 
creation formed according to his fancy ; and Heaven grant him 
many enjoyments in return for his exertions ! The museum too 
at least begins to assume some importance ; and Germann ia 
active in procuring and arranging the curiosities. It is, I grant, 
not to be compared with the M oscow collection. 

Botany is a favourite study with several noblemen in the sur- 
rounding district. Among others, the wealthy M. von Lipp* 
faardt devotes a considerable sum annually to it, and Count 
Munich is, I understand, a proficient in the science. The plan 
of the university is a good one, and every active support may be 
expected from its curator, M. Kliuger. It is, therefore, to be 
hoped that, in i^pite of difficulties, it will soon be of service to 
the empire and the sciences. 

At Dorpat 1 threw my Sicilian seal- skin knapsack on my own 
shoulders, and walked in high glee toward Oberpalen, where I 
had promised, before I left home, to pay a visit. It was out of 
my way; but { had rather break my leg than my word, ^i'he 
)ii'alk was pleasant, the sun diffused a genial warmth, without 
being oppressive^ and I recited som^ favourite passages from 
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Vilely as I cheerfijdiy inarched along. I never feel ao free, so 
vigorous, and independent as when walking. 

The Brown Jug was not a tempting house in aj^iearance ; but 
the good folks very civilly oflEered to make me an ox*eye for 
dinner^ and were sorry they could o£fer nothing else* Not being 
well versed in the kitchen nomenclature of Esthonia, I was 
quite ignorant vrhat sort of a dish thb might be ; but at all 
events 1 thought it would be something eatable, and therefore^ 
ivithout further question, ordered the ox-eye> which proved to 
be a kind of omelet, principally consisting of eggs. They 
brought me some craw^fish into the bargain, and J made n 
bearty meal. 

Careless about distance, as a foot-passenger often is, I wan* 
dered boldly forward on the high road, till evening overtook me^ 
and I saw by the guide-post that I had walked nfty-seven vents. 
There was no house> bearing the appearance of an inn, to bo 
seen before or behind me, to my right or my left ; and it was 
not very comfortable to be told by a Russian driver, who passed 
xne, that I had bent too much to the right, and must return 
balf a dozen versts to Kawa, if I meant to reach Oberpalen. 
What was to be done? I had the fatigue of fifty-seven versts in 
my bonesy and evening was come on, 1 therefore immediately 
Agreed with the driver that he should take me to Kawa, which 
he did, and gave me in return for my paper a heavy load of 
copper coin. Kawa in Italy is a very beautiful place, between 
JNaples and Salerno, on the most charming road in all Hes*. 
peria. Should you ever be at Naples, and neglect to take this 
trip, at least once, no Muse ought ever to sm3e on you again. 
Here in Esthonia, Kawa is a dreary barren country, as ^rbid« 
ding as the other is engaging. 

My feet were rather painful froni this first and too great ex<« 
ertion ; so that I the next morning with pleasure acceptfd the 
friendly offer of a learned Esthonian, to take me in his cal-riagt 
to Oberpalen. llie man spoke Russian, German, and Swedish^ 
besides bis own language, had been in Paris, and had acquired 
a number of qualifications as a servant, which he could makn 
no further use of as my coachman. He brought a light car« 
'riage without springs, as usual in this country, and well stuffed 
with hay, to make me a tolerable seat. My knapsack was tied 
behind, and thus drawn by a rough poney mo entered the wood. 
My conductor entertained nie, as well as his pipe would alloWf 
with a detail of bis travels and experience^ ^* But what i^ this 
smell of burning r' demanded 1, examining the vehicle on every 
side. He peeped here and there also ; saw nothing ; contmued 
to smoke, and to relate his adventures. The scent became 
stronger, and at length the clear fiame bbued through the hay 
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ott M4neh we ^K^re iNtting. ** Help, Hestbh, ItcSp T cried ithff 
Yetturino of Kawa. ** As you htfve cbusesl tke ^e wilh jour 
torsed' fjffe, yo«i tmiy extingmsh it/' Mrri I, afid ^ized my 
knupsack. This waft, however, UDfortautldy fiastened «eciirely 
•v^riie flames nose high, audi could n&it, in my baste, find a 
knife. I p«illed at fe with all my strength, and tbne the^^pb wv^ 
imdetj, by Mfhkh I fdltdiappy at saving my «hii*tslmd ArislaphttKa 
^' Hetp> Heaven^ help !" conthfuedthe dmer to sGreati, m» k« 
beheld ik& vehtole in a Ma2«. '< Btockhead^" said I^ ^^ don't 
you see that there is water in the ditch 'F' He vow 'fiUed bhi 
feather <caipy tpvhlch he repeated a doeen dnses, and I was so kfwsf 
with my stick among the hay that we soon subdued the enemy. 
Had We heefi on mi 'open' p)afn> where no waiter aoold be 
procured, the cairiage wonld iiave been snetitaUy ^eonsum^dL 

At Obeif>alen, i ^^ ^komed by, -a meet frietidly faimily^ 
afild «tij0yed for gonre days the delight of mvuradtife, aud hospkdble 
polished society. We went in a coach ito Weissenstein/ a nanw 
IvithoQt a place, Di^here the ancestors of tht pt^esent IoikIs <of tke 
soil, under the inask of a ^religion wiiich tfeaclies Inrothdrly love^ 
bremght ^sltiveiy and wretciiedness tipon a fr^ people. Tb^ 
plaee could only hsive served as a fortress, in as Miich as k lb 
actuated in a moiiusB, and even then only against Inlf-kaiiiariaiis 
a^ the Esthonians tvere at that time, mid i^. ilussiaHs aome 
tenbiries ufterwands. Gcr^emmeut is now makri^ many eilbrts 
to rebuiid a town, which, under existing aircnmstances, is not wry 
emy. A few >government-hou9es, and the habitations of a 
anechanic dr two, are all that at present can he seen. 

Inow directed <nf]y iv«iy to Reval, as £ was already in tke Kna 
for thdt place, and the main oad lay too much to my r^ht. 
Here, all appearance of human cultivation •c^sed, and in the 
pabKc-hous^s I Usually found nothii^ but naked walls. Few 
p^OjI^ie travel on a'bye-re^d without carrying Aeir .o\vii basket and 
flask ; so ih«t tthe>poor inn-keepers cannot keep any provisions 
without'n great ^probability of loss. Hetioe a person undoubtedly 
travdsnt^ i^dry chc^p rate, but in theinost comfortless manner 
ebst cdn be imagined, in the evening I could find nothing but a 
piece of old 'bard oneooked salt- beef, \i4iich, tafter the excellent 
fare I ^had been used .to since leaving Poland, I could not 
^emW reliith, and as to beer, that of which 1 complained in 
Poland Ivas nectav, xvhen compared with this. However, ( 
had a chamber to myself,, and a horse-rug fbr acover^t, the 
fiightB being still very cold. In an adjoining room slept a 
btj^cher from 'Reval and a tailor irbm Karkus. The latter 
conCri^ by bis industry, early in the morning, to ^procure 
a hundred craw^ish^ for 'ten copeks, ^hith were tiaturally placed 
tb'iaaiff zctmmx^ 'and with tthichi ganeix>itsly treated 4he triuin^ 
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vanite, viz. the iMdMry Che tailor and iiiy»lf. ' At faow cheap 
a rateitiiiy a mail purchase the credk'of possessive generoMtj} 
Xhe cr^w^&sh wece «s good as I ever tasted in my hie; smd tiie 
quality of my supper on the preceding evening might perhaps 
tend to give them a superior flavQur, 

in Woity where I passed my second nighty the spacious iua 
was just as empty and desolate tm 'Aese which I have described; 
and 1 should again have - fared just as ill, had I not accidentally 
met with an old acquaintance M. von Stakclberg, who in the 
ttve 'flpint of ^rbi^lry took compassion on fne. When we 
psrtedy I -hired a oaniage, having somewhat intured my foot bj 
usalking ovBr dtony roads, and on enteiing Ueval i alighted, 
diachargsd my equipage, and pursued nay course <wilAi a limping 
gakto alxilaenwald's sim. A go^ room and a -good 'meal refreshed 
me much. My^ appaaronoe, however, with a lunapsackioii my hack, 
had doubdan appeared to the people rather suspicious ; for 
Aev mfterwands 'ceased to pay me the least «ttemi«n. The 
antidbamher was a bHliaiKl-poom, M^here af constant ne»se ;wat 
oaessed hy all jsorts of people. You must know that an accideilt 
hafipened^ me ten years ago, by which my left foot 'was k^ured, 
and'tofhis boitr it is weaker than the otlier; so that anywise step 
gives me ooojaderable pain. Now, vn Iny opinion, thd liiost 
vuholesome eieei'cise is l^t of walkmg, and I am soilaetimes hi 
the tkabit lof aaying, before 1 undertake a journey^ that I shall 
ook toavel ^iewhatidred miles on foot, because 1 am lame. 
On afae present occasion my foot was much swollen, and extremely 
fmiuiiiil. I 'bad several times requested warm water**-^o one 
brought it. I called, 1 stamped, 1 even shouted — ^no one beard, 
. or 'Ue one would hear. At length my patience was exhausted. 
I smnMOOed resolution, and supporting myself on my sticky 
I iimped into the kit<^en, and read tlie following lectuFe to the 
-ttSBembled household. '^ Am I landed among savages, ahat an 
botiesft inefn, when 4n violent f>am, cannot be supplied with the 
common necessaries for his situation ? Shall 1 stake ten — 'shail 1 
jrtake 'twenty ducats «s a security for the payment of my 
expenses ? i am ready to do it; but if there be no one tn the 
house to wait upon me, at least hire some one to do it. Such 
condaoc as I hove hitherto experieiKed is indefensible — it is 
even inhuflOQU.*^ In the bitterness of my anger I perhaps 
expi^ssed myself still more forcibly. My auditors, however^ 
•eenied to conclude from my language and address that 1 was 
not exactly the poor wretch they had taken me for. They supplied 
me vMi my^ants, and 1 had no longer any reasQH to com plain. 
Jd.Stolzenwald himself Was net to blame-— he was engaged in his 
garden, ^and bis people thought I was a fellow, about whom 
theyiiad^tiO'OCQasioa to trouble their heads. Such is often the 



case at iiiiu. The next dty my name procured me s6me dctttf'^ 
plimeutary messages from the city, and my person obtainesd 
thereby a considerable increase of attention at my quarters. 
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JL HAT you may not have to examine a dozen Atlasess iii 
^in, 1 will at once tell you that Bronniza is t\tenty*five versts 
beyond Npvgorod, and the^ first stage between that place and 
Moscow ; a village where after mucii plague and fatigue a man 
may contrive to pass a night quietly. Such is just my case ; 
for as 1 left Novgorod towards evening, all the windows of 
heaven were tlirown open> and the rain fell in torrents on the 
open carriage which was conveying me. I lay on a small bundle 
of straw almost starved to death, and with a sort of grumbling 
defiance let the enemy take its course, which it did to my skin 
in less than a quarter of an hour. A rainy night in this climate 
and at this season of the year is nmch the same as with us ,10 
jMarchy or late in the autumn. But of what avail are my com- 
plaints i Let me take up the thread of my narrative, and conduct 
you as well as myself Jbither. Disagreeable occurrences must 
be calculated on during a long journey, even before a man 
leaves home. The weather was unfavourable while I remained 
at Keval,' and my foot not in the best state, so I drove about in 
a Droschke several times to look at the neighbourhood, and 
particularly the harbour. This is defended from stornis by the 
point of land, which juts out to the left of the town, but I 
conceive there must still be considerable danger, when the wind 
blows with a continued violence from the north- west, its 
situation is somewhat similar to that of Catanea towards the 
north-east; only that Catanea is not so well defended , by the 
promontory as Reval ; and will hardly become a port of security, 
unless its neighbour JStna should fortunately or unfortunately 
make it so. With Russian exertion and Russian pecuniary aid, 
Keval may attain its end ; but these cannot be expected in Sicily. 
The wood on the Dutia, near Riga, was one of my favourite 
resorts, because it consisted of oaks planted by Peter the first; 
but the Vale of Catharine in this neighbourhood was still more 
so. It is neart^r to the town, and has a more cheerful appearance. 
It is also the usual and to all appearance the only place of 
enjoyment for the good people of Reval. As we left that town, 
which was, 1 beheve, on the 'ilst of May. the snow was falling 
to a considerable depdi. Every one here complains how back-* 
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ward tbe spnng is ; and I am npt on this occasion inclined to be 
Heaven's advocate. My driver was the same, with whom L 
arrived at Reval^ and his large covered carriage afforded a good 
share of convenience in spite of the many articles with which it 
was laden. My companions were a young man from Reval, 
who was going to be placed in a merchant's counting-house at 
Petersburgby and who bad been recommended to my care by his. 
fiitkeri and a turner from Copenhagen ; the latter appeared to 
have left his morality at the Sound, and did not seem to have re- 
gained any portion of it at Reval. Hii» discourse was certainly very 
entertaining to the young man, but by no means improving. He 
at last proceeded too far, and I found myself obliged to inform 
Iiim that, though he might regulate liis own life as he pleased^ 
he ought to be cautious of broaching such doctrines in the presence 
of young people, ^fter this, and a few other rebukes, he 
yielded to my suggestion, and conducted himself with more 
propriety till we reached the borders. 

In Keval I expected to have most probably found M. von 

KotzebMe^r and indeed he had been there only the day before, but 

was gone into the country. 1 could .not spare time to follow him^ 

and therefore proceeded without seeing him. On the road we 

happened to alight at an inn^ where several gentlemen were 

seated, who, as 1 heard^ were merchants of Keval. One word 

produces another. . Among the rest Kotzebue was the subject of 

conversation, and one of these votaries of Mercury observed with 

an air of perfect belief that Kotzebue was going to Koenigsberg 

for three months in order to write a History of Prussia. *^ la 

three months ?" said 1. ^^ Yes^ in three months," answered 

the other. ** He has already collected many materials, and 

proceeded considerably in the woik." I afterwards heard the 

anecdote several times repeated, and cannot conceive how any 

one formed sucb a notion of Kotzebue. He probably intends, 

during these three months, to examine and avail himself of 

documents to be met with at Koenigsberg. But it appears to mo 

that neither Kotzebue nor Miiller ought to write a History oC 

Prussia, because they are Prussian historiographers. How can 

they avoid the collisions, which must necessarily arise, or escape 

the charge of partiality i Miiller may live at Berlin, and write the 

History of Switzerlsuid ; but a man must not dwell in the country 

of which he means to speak the truth ; or at least he must have 

no connection with it. This is, to be sure, not much in favour 

of our liberality ; but it nevertheless will be found true on the 

banks of the Spree, the Elbe, the Seine, and the Neva. London 

is perhaps a place (but only perhaps) where candour may speak 

uncontrouled. Karamsin too will give us no real history of 

Jiussia ; and least of all will he give us that of recent times. 



£4 Spume's tcjur. 

Neither doei;r Karamsni, as far ds I Irnow 6iin^ possess tile 
earnestness and penetration necessary towards hislorie researcH. 

1 had left my warm greatcoat behind roe at Dorpat, thkriung 
I should have r>o further tise for it, but the frost several tknes 
convinced nie that 1* was mistaken. The iiHis are very haA 
indeed', almost to be compared with those m Pofend ; «id onr 
4frivef apparently took us to soch as afforded better refreshnaent 
ftyr his horees than his passengers. Under these circumstancej^ 
1 adhered, according to the contract which 1 had nKide respecftng' 
the young man placed under my care, to his basket of provisions^ 
and did my best both as to the care of him and myself. 

At J ewe I pirtd a short visit to Provost Koch, the tntor^ 
of KotsebueV chifldren ; but could not remain long enough to* 
fake a view of the various ancient and modern curiosities of the 
neighbourhood. Its appearance is not very prepossessing, aiid 
the old -stories about the dangers of an adjoining wood did not 
improve my opinion of it. Colonel Eckerroann, with his 
massv stables, which he seems to have built with the idea ef 
their remaining several centuries after the day of jftdjgiiieBt, may 
appear to the good folks of that country a pl«»satit sociable 
entertaining man ; but neither he nor his stable couM detain me. 
I had again assumed my character of pedestrian, and had seate<i 
myself in the wood for the purpose of wai»bing my feet in a 
little stream. '* What are you doing there, good man f* called 
a long- bearded Russian to me, as he passed. I could not 
exactty recollect the answer in Russian, and while endeavouring 
to do this, my appearance was probably singular enough, for 
1 was stirring the cold water with my naked feet. '* My God !**, 
said he to his companion, " the poor man has lost his senses,'* 

The bath had, nevertheless, an excellent effect upon my feet^ 
and I walked with increasinj^ activitv. ll>e estate of Baron 
Arps, atWaimarnear Narvti, is beautifully laid out : thvn nobleman 
was known, in his time, to the gentry of the North as a rich 
money- negoda tor. Not far from his dorhain, we slept in a 
solitary public house, close to an old church, which was by 
some caHed Saint Peter's, and by others the Swedish church. 
Buildings were erecting here, and the house was full of Russian 
workmen, who were drinking, singing and dancing with the 
utmost joviality and good-humour. Two brothers particularly 
distinguished themselves, one of whom affectionately forced the 
other to swallow brandy till he was quite intoxicated. " Yott 
are no brother of mine,'^ said he, *' you're a good-for-nothing- 
fcHow, why, you can't drink." The other poor devil had 
thrown himself on a bed with his full cargo, which the heroic 
brother would not allow, but brought him out of his retreat, 
sitkd contiuued to follow him with the glass in his hand. 
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As a characteristic feature of the le^al establishment, as well 
as the liberality which prevails aiuoncr tliose who are in possession 
of power, in Livonia, I freqiunjiiiy observed a whip hanging 
against the wall. '* That comprehends the law of our country/* 
said a person to rae, m4io perceived that 1 was looking attentively] 
at the instrument. *^ We have no other, and need no odier." 
These gentry speak from their heart when they say this ; foi* 
they really wish that no other law existed, and generally act as if 
it reallv were so. 

At Narva 1 did not see the water-fall ; for I was again in a 
public carriage, and it travelled with too much speed. This is 
the consequence of a man's not being independently on foot.- 
The circumstance rather vexed me afterwards ; for according to 
the description, and the general appearance of the country it 
must be very fine. The Narva, as is known, conveys the water 
of Peipus into the Baltic, or Gulf of Finland. To judge from 
the situation, there must be more such unnavigable parts in the, 
IN^arva or the natural canal ; and it is worthy of consideration 
whether by breaking open and cleansing different parts, the whole 
rivermightnot be made serviceable for the purposes of navigation. 
At present it is not so beyond the town of Narva. The naviga- 
tion of the river would, in this case, be the least advantage 
thereby acquired ; for it appears to me that by breaking through 
the rocks the water would rush from above with greater impetuo- 
sity towards the large lake, by which means considerable 
tracts of land would be gained to the right and left of the Peipus, 
in Livonia and towards Pleskow. l1ie morass round the lake 
would, at all events, disappear ; and the lake would still remain 
large enough for the purposes of a fishery, which is the only 
advantage at present derived from it by the adjacent district. 
In Russia, greater works than this have been undertaken, and 
successfully executed. I merely throw this out as a hint, the 
practicability of which can only be ascertained by more minute 
investigation. 

Gamburg does not become a' place of consequence, notwith- 
standing exertions on the f)art of the late governments, and its 
advantageous situation on the river. The surrounding country is 
baiTen, and how can large towns . flourish in a desert? If no 
other unusual circumstances interfere, towns will only be found 
to increase in proportion to the cultivation of the country. The 
rigid mode in which the duties are collected is also detrimental 
to the progress and prosperity of such young colonies. Accor-r 
ding to my conviction, Russia should allow a free unfettered 
trade for at least the next century, and would find her advantage 
in su<?h a measure, for what she lost in ope article she would 
gain in another doubly ; and such a liberal policy could uot fail 
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to he advantageous to general cultivation. Neither would the 
crdwri be thereby much injured in its revenues ; and surelv the 
governinent should not refu!»H^' a small sacrifice for the general 
good. The principal condii son of a new arrangement might be 
that all foreif;n articles should, as far as possible, be imported 
in Hussian bottoms. But then again a prosperous extent of 
shipping is not to be expected without personal freedom. In 
other states, where cultivation is much more forward, and the 
inhabitants must be supported by their own great exertions, far 
other notions prevail on the subject of trade than those of Russia, 
' Koskolowa is the only good inn between. Narva and Peters*- 
burgh, with the exception of a few post-houses.. This country 
is certainly poorer than Livonia, yet it has a better appearance. 
The houses are not such dismal smoky dens; they have in 
general cheerful windows, which here and there exhibit neat 
workmanship and are painted ; chimneys too are frequently to be 
^een. These improvements speak in favour of the noblemen whose 
estates are contiguous. But the principal reason probably is, that 
many Russians live here ; and they are always more industrious,' 
and will not suffer themselves to be reduced to so low a state of 
degradation as the Livonians and Esthonians. 

We took the road of Ropscha and Strelna, in preference to 
that of Krasno Selo. Strelna, where the castle of the Grand 
Duke Constantine is situated, lies pleasantly enough between 
Cronstadt and Petersburgh. Cultivation evidently improves after 
leaving Cronstadt. From Strelna a great number of country 
houses may be seen to the right, which belong to persons of 
distinction at the capital, and for the last six versts to that place 
an uninterrupted chain of them extends on both sides. No 
great city in Europe possesses, within my knowledge, such 
a vicinity as Petersburgh can boast on this side. It is, however, 
only on this side ; the others are from circumstances not near 
so full. The entrance into the city itself is not so grand 
by land as a person is apt to expect after such a display of 
magnificent villas; but the approach by water either up or down 
the rrver is striking and perhaps unique. He who has been upon 
the Neva above and below, and has taken a few walks on the 
quay and the banks of the river, may with truth assert that he 
has seen the most magnificent part of Petersburgh, and in every 
respect the ()ne most deserving of notice. I do not, therefore, 
think that Englishman the silliest of eccentrics, who, having read 
an account of Petersburgh, set sail from London, arrived, 
examined the quay and the balustrades at the Summer-garden, 
stepped into the boat again, and returned home. To behold 
tliis new and powerful capital, then, in her greatest splendour, 
it is necessary to come by water, which I did not. 1 had this 
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advantage^ however, that the city constantly improved opon me^ 

Avhich of course could not be the case with tliose who see it 
iirst from the river. 

It is not much^in my way, as you know^ to be astonisbed 
by cities, provinces^ men and their splendor ; but where Any thing 
great and good arrests my eye, I look at it with respect* My 
mind seidom rises to a pitch of admiration ; but on this occasioo 
it did. 1 reflected that where palaces and monuments now standi 
which may be boldly reckoned among the greatest to be founds 
where crowds of people now jostle one another, where luxury 
and magnificence now prevail, and where a colossal power baa 
fixed its throne — :— there^ but a century ago, was nothiug but si 
huge morass, with the huts of a few fishermen. This i» surely 
great. And good too ? lliat is another question. ] t will perhaps 
be Alexander's lot to make that good, winch is already great. 
Should he at^chieve this> he will himself be greater than his 
ancestors. Petersburgh is larger than Vienna and Berlin; and is 
become thus large in a single century. The Russian, in the warmth 
of his patriotism^ deems it better thaii Paris, and Rome, lo 
this he is right, but only to a certain extent ; when the great 
work shall be completed, he will be quite right. 

It is to be lamented that when such noble opportunities occurred 
for the exercise of real ta^te, it should have been found wanting. 
There is not in Petersburgh a single church, which possesses the 
perfections naturally expected in an edifice of that descriptioa 
at such a place. The church of St. Isaac is in its exterior ap- 
pearance a heavy ill-formed heap of marble, on which science 
would now be thrown away. The church which they are building 

,has the disadvantage ofbeii^ too near the canal, and consequently 
must have a damp foundation, even if its appearance be improved 
by the removal of the neighbouring buildings. As far as can be 
judged from present appearances, it will be large and showy ; but 
simplicity joined with the sublime and beautiful^ i have not yetjbeeii 
able to discover, ^(othing but a blind national partiality can make 

.any one imagine that it will rival St. Peter s at Rome. The 
quay on the Neva is unique, as far as my knowledge extends; and 
the pillars on the balustrade of the Summer-garden are perhaps 
only to be equalled, either in ancient or modern art,, by the 
columns of the Pantheon at Rome. The shaft of some of them 
is formed from a single block. Paris can shew nothing equal 
to these ; but I do not, on that account^ assert that petersburgh 
is a finer city than Paris, It is so in particular points ; but oa 

. the whole Paris certainly excels it, and Rome is superior to both ; 
principally from the grandeur of its ancient remains. 

it is to be wished that the Summer-garden were bounded on the 

* other tw Q sides as it is on one by the Micb^eUw Pal^ce^ and oa 
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the other by the Neva, even if it were not on the extensive scale of 
the latter. The Castle Place at Petersburgh is undoubtedly the 
finest and largest in Europe, whatever may be said againnt its 
vrant of uniformity. The graod pai ade held there is in every res- 
pect superior to that in front of tbe Tui I levies at Paris, whether we 
consider the number and appearance of the men, or the manner 
in which the whole is conducted. If there be better warriors 
on the Seine, it is only because they are animated by a better 
spirit* I have examined both with attention^ and speak without 
prejudice according to my conviction. 1 have been highly 
gratified at beholding that amiable handsome young man the 
Emperor Alexander, while he has fearlessly and with an open 
friendly mien devoid of ostentation passed to and from parade 
through an immense crowd of mingled classes and nations^ 
without its being necessary that any one should have a ticket of 
permission to be near him. The Castle Place has indeed lost a 
considerable part of its size from the promenade formed 
roimd the Admiralty ; yet is it still the largest that i have seen 
in any city, not excepting St. Peter's Place at Rome. Even 
this promenade was an undertaking which at other places would 
have excited astonishment. The mere labour of levelling, and 
raising the ground so as to pass over canals, was a labour which 
would" have been attended with considerable difficulties in other 
capitals ; arid I even now can hardly conjecture how such a 
number of the most beautiful liuie-trees and of so considerable a 
size can have been collected in so short a time, and in such a 
climate as that of Petersburgh. The stems of them are all 
guarded by moss to a considerable height against the inclemency 
of the atmosphere ; besides which they are securely propped, 
and tended with great care. In a few years, under such 
management, this will certainly be one of the most beautiful 
walks to be met with. 

He, whd stands at the gate of the Admiralty, and looks 
to the three principal points of perspective, certainly enjoys a 
view, which probably cannot be equalled in all Europe. 
The Newsky prospect is the moiit extensive and handsome^ This 
street is so broad that the Emperor Paul caused a fine walk of 
limes to be made through the middle of it for those on foot, and 
yet three large carriages may conveniently pass together on 
each side of it.- There are several other streets, which are 
not much narrower. The Million, formerly so famed, is now 
hardly accounted one of the principal streets, much as it is 
distinguished by the splendour of several buildings here and there. 
The inhabitants of Petersburgh, like all other patriotic 
enthusiasts, are more proud of these beauties than they have any 
oceasioa td b^. '* Is not this the largest and mpst beautiful 
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street Aat can be imagined ?" was a quostion put to me. ** Yes,** 
was my answer, " it will be so, when finished.'* The fotkt 
stared at me, >and I was obliged to point out that the irregularity 
of the buildings destroyed any magnificent effect/ I was asked 
where such effect then existed. '* The Toledo at Naples,** 
answered I, '^ consists entirely of buildings formed according^ 
to the nicest rules of regularity, all of which are at least equal 
to the handsomest here, and some of them stifl more so. The 
side of the haven at Messina too is, e^en in ruins, as handsome 
and large ^s the best street in Petersburgh." 

1 grant that these remarks were not very polite^ but they were 
true, and in answer to questions not sought by me. By the 
way, I will here observe that perhaps all Italy cannot produce a 
street equal to that near the harbour at Messina even in its present 
state. The Field of Mars, as it is called (betweeh the Marble 
Palace, the Michaelow Palace and the large and small Summer- 
gardens) is, to be sure, dinjinutive compared with ilial at Paris; 
but itliiis the advantage of being in the centre of the city. The 
brazen statue of Suw^rvow at the end of it is <ertainly not a 
good specimen of the art according to atjcieilt rules, yet it is 
not to be absolutely despised, as some persons pretend. It wa$ 
a mistaken notion, like many others on the part of the Emperor 
Paul, after Catharine*s uncfertaking, to erect another st&tue of 
Peter the First, in whicli be aimed at expressing the character of 
calm magnanimity, and failed. Tbe effect is harsh, cold and 
forced. The inscription too is far-fetched, and by no means 
to be compared with Uie other. On this we read, *^ To the 
father of our forefathers" — on the other, ■" To Peter the First^ 
Catharine the Second." 

I had jiisSt entered into a pleasant friendly discourse with my 
landlord and friend, when a tali solemn man entered with a 
. countenance mournful and abounding with character. He threw 
his hat and stick carelessly . upon a table, and silently walked 
several times up and down the room. It was Klinger, and he 
was just come from the empress. *^ Gewtiemcn," said he, in 
a tone of heartfelt sensibility, " Schiller is dead !" It will be 
long before KUnger can make himself dearer* to me than he wa^ 
from the tone with which he uttered this, though he could not 
have brought me more unwelcome intelligence. 1 1 breathed the 
true sympathy of one worthy man when speaking of another. 
The grand duchess Maria of Weimar had not lost a moment in 
communicating the rnournful tidings with every little attendant 
circumstance to her mother at Petersburgh ; and never probably 
was one of their national poets so universally lamented on the 
' banks of the Neva as Schiller. How great, then, must 
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be tlie sorrow of Im relatives, his friends, and Ins grateful 
country ! 

At this time 1 bejzan to enter into a dispute with myself bow 
I was to pasvS the remaining part of uiy summer. I sliould have 
liked to pioceed along the Bothnian Gulph, and traverse the 
country northward, that I might at the end of June have seen tiie 
sun at midnight from Torneo. 13 ut it was too early — I b^hould 
Jiave boen obliged to take too hasty a leave of my friends on the 
^eva, and btsidt*j could not have taken a trip to visit those at 
Moscow. Now it happened that 1 would rather see fny friends 
thfe're than the sim at midnight, which I hope the latter will 
forgive, as I can perhaps take another opportunity of paying 
my respects to him. I packed in my old knapsack as many article£» 
us I thought 1 shoufd want, obtained a post-pass, took my 
seat in a dro$^.kke, and proceeded by way of Ziirsko Selo to 
Sophia. There I found that 1 had been directed a wrong road» 
and should have turned off to the left at six versts (kstaJice. The 
landlord too, according to his fixed regulation of stages, would 
supply n>e with horses to Little Kussia, but not to Moscow. 
My Jemtschik or hired driver would not on any account be 
persuaded to take me another stage towards Moscow, and at 
length demanded for the use oi his lean nag and half-broken 
vehicle four rubles, after bringing me only eleven verstsi. This 
exorbitant Jewish trick gaUed me not a little, and the people 
seemed to think 1 was in their power, and must pay their demand 
at all events. But such was not the case. 1 threw my. knap* 
sack, over my shoulder w ith an air of defiance, and walked boldly 
forth towards Ischora, a spectacle which appeared to the inliabi- 
tants singular enough. Ai Ischora the postmaster squinted at me 
and my equipage from e\ery side ; but on shewing my. post-pa^s^ 
be granted horses without hesitation. 

And now 1 had to encounter such a road as no description 
can convey an adequate idea of; and it continued almost without 
intermission to Moscow. It seemed to be composed of the 
very roughest materiajs which could be collected, and the carriage 
which was intended for a post-klbitke was nothing but a strong 
open car fastened close upon the axle-tree, which caused it to 
shake the whole frame violently at every jolt. I requested to have 
some hay or straw ; but it was rarely to be met with; so that I 
could only place myself in the least inconvenient position, and 
submit to my fate. The common Russian seems to have bones 
of iron, and drives furiously forward over deep ruts and large 
stones, without asking or caring whether the travelher is in pain 
or not. On such an occasion it is necessary to be provided with 
bells and trusses. I fixed nxy hands iu my aide& with all my 
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fntglit, and held my breast-bone fest that it might not be bro- 
ken. When 1 had proceeded a few stages in this manner, the 
carriage, except in a few cases of very violent concussion, seem- 
ed easier in some degree, not because any improvement Itad 
talcen place in the road, but because I was more imned to it. 
In point of -decay, I can now compare myself with iShak- 
speare's tanner, and should probably last you still longer, tioot 
the touglmess of -my hide. £ understand that the Russian cou- 
riers have a dread of this road, and call it according to their 
ixiiom, ie. trembfement de cul, an expressiou which the nicety 
of the French language only allows, unless it were rendered 
into Aristophanic Greek, in which case it might peiiiaps be 
equally weli understood by the term Pygisma. The couriers^ 
however, defend themselves agaiust the roughness of the road 
fey strong broad girdles, and a leathern seat which they strap 
to the carriage, and which is to be Iwuglit at Petersburgh £cir 
ten rubles. This [ did not learn till 1 returned. 

At Ischora, an (►Id woman took a seat in the carriage with- 
out ceremony, and talked as' long as the rattling of it would 
.allow a single word to be understood. The good dame made^ 
bitter complaints against the hard times, and consoled herself 
as well as she could by swallowing nearly a bottle of brandy 
during the journey. At the next stage 1 met widi a young nian^ . 
wlio was gt)ing my way, and proposed that we should travei 
together, wliich I gladly agreed to, for it would, at all events, 
supply me with society. We proceeded, each with a horse and 
half; as we only used three between us. His luggage too was 
convertible into an easier seat tiian I before had. He left me 
at Novgorod, and with him the tine weather. 
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Petersburgh, l^th Jufy, 1805, 

JLAliRExADY returned from Moscow, and on the point of 
leaving Petersburgh too ! This argues too much expedition for 
a well regulated tour. Granted. 1 make no claim to regu- 
larity ; and I dare say you are always glad when you reach the 
end of my narratives. At Novgorod we can now only see the 
extensive' field of former grandeur. The castle seems to be a relic 
of the times of the Hanseatic League, and is of great extent. A$ 
a distance the town has an appearance of consequence, butAvhen 
examined, it is rather a desolate spot. There is no want of churches; 
bat lamentable dearth of good populous streets. There are on all 
sides so many large bare places, that 1 almost believe the W 
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habitants might grow their corn and all other provisions without 
going out of the gates. Whither are the times flown, when 
Uie provuib existed : '^ Who can withjjtand God and Novgorod?" 
: At Broninzu i thied my clothes, aud proceeded. 

-At Krestz} I joiiitd an officer of Cossacks, who with his long- 
bearded friend and brotht^i;, a common Cossack, was ordered to 
the* province of Caucasus. Wo travelled together, though m 
different carriages. I'he Cossack endeavoured to inspire me with 
some tears as to the safety of the road, and in general did not 
speak' very favourably of. the Russians. Whenever he saw, or 
thought he saw any. thing improper, he piously observed, " Ay^ 
these are Russian manners.*' According to his ideas, justice, 
reason^ liberty, and honesty, indeed Paradise itself, were 
only to be found in his native coutUry, which his long- 
bearded servant the private always confirmed with great 
gravity. He had, however, a general knowledge of the army 
and the generals, of whom he recited many anecdotes. ^ I must 
do him die justice to say that his opinions were on se:veral sub- 
jects rational and sound ; indeed he seemed to be a very humane 
worthy man. His health was not very good, on which ac- 
count I travelled somewhat slower ; and yet 1 travelled from 
Petersbui^h to Moscow, a distanlce of a hundred German 
miles, in less than* five days. 

The country between Petersburgh and Ischora is in a tolerable 
state of cultivation ; but from the latter through To&na to Pod* 
borre, almost a hundred versts both on the right and left- are 
covered with wood, which made the road solitary and tedious. 
At Podborre, where- some hiils shew themselves, the country 
opens on both sides, and «t Novgorod, it becomes, especially 
towards the river on the left, tolerably pleasant. I wish the 
buildings, which give this district a cultivated appearance, were 
not cloisters. It is wearisome and unpleasant to travel so many 
miles on the main road, without any by-roads attracting your 
eye ; a certain sign that cultivation is in a very backward state 
to a considerable distance. 1 have much greater pleasure in 
seeing a solitary humble cottage here and there than the stately 
convents, which are supported by tliese cottages. Near Saizowa 
and Krestzy t,he country is in an improved state, but no where 
in a really good one. It is true that there are several large and 
handsome villages on the road ; but only a small portion of land 
is appropriated to agricultural purposes, and woods are to be 
•seen on all sides. 

i had the good fortune to see the country people in a tolerable 
district, engaged in the celebration of their Whitsuntide feast* 
All was mirth^ joy^ and jubilee; but in no instance did I see 
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»iy Jtnpropnety of conduct^ if 1 except a few oaths peculiar 
to the country, which were not of the most delicate nature* 
The dress of the happy people was very cleanly, and exhibited 
good taste ; in several instances it was rather cosily. There is 
indisputably no dress more inconvenient and devoid of taste 
than that which is worn by country women in most of the Ger- 
 man provinces. The young Russian boors, on this occasion^ 
stalked along in the full sensation of their vigour^ as if they^ 
"Would storm a battery directly, were it necessary. Few coun-* 
tries produce a race so lively, courageous, and athletic. All 
gave way to mirth, and the national propensity to drinking was 
in several instances very conspicuous, but without any of the 
had consequences which are elsewhere to be dreaded. I nei- 
ther saw a battle, nor h^rd a dispute. In Podborre, two lads 
were supporting a grey-beajd, whose legs failed him. " Well, 
father," said one of them, *^ to-day you're drunk too." '* I 
drunk i" answered the old schoolmaster with the look of Silenus^ 
whi-le he leaned on the other lad, and stroked his long beard^ 
^ Vm not drynk." " Why, you can't walk,'' rejoined his ac- 
cuse^, f^ }iot walk, my boy ! Well this is a feast day, and a 
man may -be a little top-heavy, but drunk I am not." Thus he 
reeled on, with his two supporters^ to the gf^at entertainment 
of the rest. 

It is a blessing ^o be again among men, who have the cou- 
rage to feel that they aie men. The villages here are, to be 
sure, all built pf wood^ bit they are handsome and large, ex- 
hibiting an appearance of comfort. The gable*ends staiK} 
chiefly towards the road; the windows are cheerful and the 
roofs project, to guard the building from the weather. I have 
seen several boors houses standing iiquare to the road, with eight 
neat windows in a row, half of which were ornamented with white 
curtains. Most of them have a balcony one story high, which 
gives the whole front a lively gay appearance. On some of 
these balconies, 1 have seen busts of the present emperor and 
impress. 

' Jasclielbiza i,§ iitself on high ground, and yet from that place 
there is an uninterrupted rise to Sigomore, or Wmter- mountain, 
by the road of Walday, ai»ong the hills, which take their name 
from it Th/efe hills are the most populous district between 
iPetersburgh and Moscow. An unfavourable repo^'t was mad^ 
to me of it, but I cnnii|pt subscribe to the truth of that report. 
Even at the foot of these hills, I was welcomed by the note of 
the nightingale, and other birds that enliven the groves of my 
native land. I must coufe^s that the effect on me was powerful ; 
for I bad very seldom heard this since 1 left Germany. 1 met with 
good water her§ tod; which 1 had not fouiid for some tipie. Thf; 
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clknate.was^ to be sure^ cold oiv the heigbtSj but the villager were 
niunerous on every side, and by no means despicftble. f can 
remember several points, from which I counted eight villages in 
$ight^ which had never before been the case, since t enter^ Russia. 
I was pleased with the htimanity of my driver, who was a native 
ef the neighbourhood of Simogore. It was a cold cutting morning. 
The name of the district speaks for itself^ — ^Winter mountain. It 
is somewhat higher than our own near Dresden. 1 had nothing 
but my usual clothing, having, while at Dorpat, trusted too 
much to the mildness of the weather. I made no complaint; 
but my good Russian from Simogore brought me a large bundle 
pf straw, and a warm sheep*s-skin coat. The man's friendly con- 
duct made my heart within as warm as my body, and we drovp 
rapidly past some lakes straight down to Jedrowa. . < 

Between Krestzy and Simogore, and also beyond the latter 
pla^e, are a number of small conical hillocks, such as are also to 
be seen in various parts of Germany. They are apparently 
raised by human labour, and the inhabitants of the district 
merely tell you, that '^ the ancient great people lie under them.^* 
They are probably in Russia, as with us, the burial-place of 
fiome great commander, or of several warriors, who fell in' the 
same battle. In modern times too it has been customary, after 
battles, to bury the dead in this manner. 

In Russia, the traveller takes no money but paper and copper. 
The latter is as troublesome as the former is convenient^ espe- 
cially to any one who is not very attentive. 1 bad ' changed 
a note at Krestzy, and had received as part of it, a heavy sack 
containing eleven rubles in copper. This I placed on the 
floor of the carriage. The postillion, soon after, by my per- 
mission, took up an old man from Petersburgh, and a girl 
from Torschok. He drove with neck-breaking fury; and at 
the next stage, when I wanted to pay for some refreshment, the 
great purse of copper was gone. At first, I was sorhewhat out 
pf humour, and formed suspicions as t© my associates ; but when 
I found a large hole in the floor of the carriage, which had been 
evidently rnade by the weight of my treasure, I acknoM ledged 
the honesty of my companions, and laughed heartily at the ad- 
venture, congratulating myself on the loss being no greater. 
The people stared at me with great astonishment, when they saw 
pie so jocose upon such a subject ; but surely a loss of this 
kind is not worthy of much vexation. I abused the postillion, 
for putting me into such a crazy vehicle ; for which al^use, he 
received five copeks more to drink away the lecture. 
' Wischney Woldtscliok is known as a town ef commerce' 
by its canal ; nor is Torschok devoid of importance. 'All the 
Mages beyond these places, are fai* from beitig unpleasant* 
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^wer has fine advantage of a very good ian, where the charges 
too are very reasonable ; and this advantage is a greater comfort 
to the traveller in those parts than you periiaps suppose. The 
Volga produces good fish here^ and you may be sure that t took 
€:are to be supplied with them* Near Klin, is a very pleasant 
change of hill and dale, perhaps the best on the whole road. 
Here I ate with hearty appetite, the last piece of a couple of 
roasted woodcocks, which my good hostess at Petersburgh had 
packed in my knapsack. I remarked here, that the horses were 
ftmall, and the carriages not unlike those in Lithuania and • 
£lsthonia, Beyond Pesky, which stands on a bleak eminence^ 
the road was pleasant enough at intervals, to the last stag€» 
Czernaja .Grahs, which name signifies Black-mire. The weatbev 
and the appearance of the street fully justified the sippellation. 

The finest entrance intoMo8cow,isover the hills from Pleskow^ 
on the opposite sides of the city. The whole of this great ancient 
singular capital is seen from this point to advantage ; whereap, 
on tlie. Petersburgh side all is level, and woods both on thd 
right and left obstruct the view. On the left, at a distance of 
a few versts! from the city, stands the new Imperial Castle, which 
ims more the appearance of a large citadel, than the palace, of 
an emperor. At the gates of the city, I took leave of my coDi- 
pianions the Cossacks, who continued their journey. Having 
advanced a few rubles for them on the road, 1 supposed rathec 
precipitately, that I should be repaid in the style of a Cossack | 
and liad accordingly resolved to take no notice of the debt^ 
but the worthy nian dischargad it very honourably « My pos^ 
tillion now drove me up and down a multitude of streets^ 
till we reached Nicholas-street, where I alighted at a Germad 
iiin, opposite the Greek Cloister,,to which I had been directed 
at the last stage, but where, except the landlord and tapster^ 
no one spoke German. 

The soil near Wiscbney Wolotschok is sandy ; with this ex-it. 
ception, the country betweeri Petersburg and Moscow, is all 
capable of great improvement by diligence. The next mornings 
I sought my former friends, froni whom as well as from others^ 
I received such patriarchal hospitality, that during my stay of a 
week, I eat nothing at my inn, except breakfast once or twice ; 
and to all appearance such would have been the case, had i 
remained there eight weeks, for the circle of my acquaintance 
was contimtally increasing. It is my custom, in common with 
KuttDer, always, when I can, to climb the heights for the sake 
of prospect. I went, one afternoon, to the top of the tower of 
Iwan Weliky, where you have a kind of prospect, which is 
not to be seen from the Pantheon and Montma.rtr& in Paris* 
Moscow is considerably larger in circumference than Paris^ 



Although the number of its inhabitants is much smallefl This 
tower stands on a small eminence tVear the river, andiir the 
middle of the city; besides Mhich itVis.the highest of aftiy^- 
so that from this spot you can overlook ^U the surrpundin^ 
beauties. It is constantly open to the.pubfic, and is guarded 
above by a single centinel, who is relieved from below. It 
rhust certainly have been a most rare and magnificent scene, when 
last vear a storm gathered on th« left side of the town towards 
the Imperial gardens, and burst in three loud peals of thunder, 
while at the same time, in an opposite quarter of the city, the 
$un shone in all his^^plendour, and Garnerin ascended into the air 
amidst the shouts of hundreds and thousands. At the foot of 
the tower, lies, at a considerable depth in the earth, the vi^ell- 
known large bell, and a few hundred paces from it, stands under 
cover aniong several others, the equally well-known large cannon^ 
4l curiosity which so forcibly struck a Gottingen surgeon, whd 
was going to reside on the estates of the Prince Kurakiii, that 
he considered the moment when he saw it as the happiest of his 
life, to which he added, that of having written his name on the 
great bell. Indeed \ thought I, and at this moment, I grant 
that I was not without fears for those who happened to be ill 
on the estates of Prmce Kurakin. 

In Moscow, there is a singular mixture of New Grecian half 
oriental appearance, and of the more modern improved arehi- 
tecture of Italy. The most curious fabric is the cathedral^ 
which, in point of gold and precious stones, probably excels^ 
every other church of Christendom. All the intfemal ornamentsp 
are of solid gold. Most of the images are indeed, for the* 
honour of the art, best concealed by this metal ; still there were* 
some, of which I regretted that the gold hardly allowed me to 
see the nose. If that be nimbus, it certainly is no where so thick 
as here. St. Peter's at Rome is a pauper compared with these* 
saints. 

The other treasures of the Kreml, namely ,-it8 valuable antiques; 
were locked up on account of some repairs, and to inspect them 
a special permission must have been obtained from the governor 
general, about which, I did not care to trouble myself. There 
M^as one article which I should like to have seen, and this was' 
the bell of Novgorod, a greater curiosity to me, than any other^ 
of the huge bells at Moscow, Erfurt, or elsewhere. This was 
the bell with which the* mighty lords of the Hause roused the war- 
riors of Novgorod to arms, and the sound of which was, for a long 
time, terror and death to theRussians. That was llie period when 
the proverb originated, ^* Who can resist God and Novgorod f*' 
After the final reduction of the city, this belLwas naturally brought 
to Moscow, as a trophy of victory, and is now properly looked 
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^poii a^ a natiofial curiosity. I was Credibly informed that at the' 
(^onimencement of the present emperor's reign;an order was issued , 
through the representation of the governor general,* that all the 
Useless heavy articles, which only tended to fill the state buildiog9^ 
and convert them into lumber-rooms^ should be sold. Among the 
rest, the bell of Novgorod was to share this fate, had not the com** 
mandant of the Kreml opposed it with his utmost force, and 
threatened tc defend it by his grenadiers, till a special order for 
this particular purpose should be obtained of the emperor. 
His majesty, on the matter being explained, commanded, as you 
tvill naturally suppose, that the bell t>hould remain in its present 
situation. The commandant was a brave worthy man, who 
dared to do what seemed right, at the risk of any consequences 
which might result from his mistake. If an alarm were to 
be soimded, the bell of Novgorod would not be wanted. This 
Alexander knows, and acts in such a manner that no one 
%vill ever think of sounding any against him. 
. The Foundling Hospital at tliis place is an institution, with 
>vhich, probably no other of the kind can be compared ; and 
extensive as is the establishment, the most exemplary regularity 
appears to pervade the whole, as far as I could judge frooj a short 
visit. Tiie buildings are in a tolerably open and healthy situa- 
fton for a lai^e city. One of the sup(«iintendants assured nie, 
that the institution possessed at present a fund of twenty millions, 
and had above thirty-six millions in circulation ; tlie whole of 
which has been amassed from private ronuibutions. 
• The Hospital, founded by the family of Golizin, is perhaps 
on tod splendid a plan, tor the invalids actually have sumptuous 
treatment. Almost a hundred are there provided for; but the 
establishment seems principally intended for the higher orders ; 
persons, indeed, of moderate circumstances, would here be ab- 
golntely spoiled, and might adopt the notion of never being 
well again as long as thfey lived. The apc.thecary's ofliccs are ou 
a better foot ing> than 1 ever saw elsewhere; and the chapel is 
jremarkable for taste and propriety. From its cupola, there is a 
most beautiful view, and the buildings are all in an excellent 
open situation. The steward of the house was a very 
polite frieiully man, but the want of memory pn the part of the 
physician seemed to me rather extraordinary ; for on our en- 
quiring what kind of patients occupied one of the rooms, he 
repeated t]i^ enquiry to an attendant. 1 hope that this was only 
want of memory. 

One day we crossed the Moscow, and ascended the heights 
called the Sparrow-hills, where the vegetation is very luxuriant, 
m\d the country not inferior to many a district of Switzerland. 
If fom these bills, we commanded a prospect of tiie whole valley 
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in and near which the city is built. It is quite aii amphitheatre^ 
and one of the most striking you can iniagine. Tho^e, who 
are well acquainted with local points^ can distinguish every things 
even to the other side, where the in)perial gardens and the German 
suburbs are. I enjoyed here a moment which was dear to my 
feelings, and which can occur but seldom. There are, I am 
told, nearly six hundred churches ii^ Moscow. The churches 
are full of towers; aini the towers full of bells. I counted 
seven towers on many, and it is rarely tliat one is to be seen 
in Russia with fewer than three ; on which account, tlie true 
believers began to smell heresy, because St. Isaac's at Petersbui^h 
had but two. It was a fine clear still afternoon, and a gentle 
breeze floated over the city. The following day was to be a festival, 
and the eve of it was now to be celebrated by every church in 
the city. Fancy what a sound would be created, when I tell 
you that some of them have more than twenty bells : but you 
cannot — nor can I give you any idea of ih^ stunning effect ; 
it reminded me, as it would you, of the dreadful day at Warsaw, 
when bells and cannon joined in concert. 

The Moscow is here about as* wide as the Tiber at Rome, 
or rather wider than the Saal at BUrenburg. In our party was 
the counsellor of state Schubert, who is going with the embassy 
to China, in the capacity of astronomer. Jt is long since I 
have seen a youi^ man, who combines so much useful know- 
ledge with so much modesty and polished maraiers as his son, 
an officer of the general staff, who accompanies his father, and 
promises to become under his guidance an ornament of society. 
The violence of the motion, on my journey from Petersburgh to 
this place,had broken the spring of my watch,vvhich w-as no wonder, 
when I travelled in such a vehicle ; for 1 now learnt that the same; 
had occurred to Schubert and another officer, though they were 
in an^ English carriage hung on springs. Tlie watchmaker at 
Moscow honestly told me, that the same must happen as I 
returned, and advised me to defer the repairs till I reached 
Petersburgh again, which I accordingly did. 

Many ot the old buildings of the Kreml have been taken down, 
and others erected more in conformity to modern taste. The. 
government-house stands prominent in this respect. The only, 
ones, which will probably remain for ma^iy centuries to come,, 
are the, tower of Iwan Weliky, and the cathedral. The Kreml 
can no longer be considered as a fortress, tliough it 
may still be considered a good post in case of inaurrec- 
tion, as it stands on high ground. Since the last attack of the 
plague, there have been no disturbances in this city; and even, 
these are known to have rather originated from the fanaticisia, 
excited by the unhappy times than from any discontent as Ux, 
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the government. The public here are indisputably the richest 
arid most liberal on the face of the earth. There are, to my 
knowledge, several families which possess an annual income of 
about 500,000 rubles; some have still more. The court has 
very little influence on the old capital. The people at Mos- 
cow care little what is going forward at Petersl^urgh, except in 
those families, which are connected with some branch of ad« 
ministration. 

The university here is, like the one at Dorpat, in its infancy, 
though much longer established. It also meets with more en- 
couragement, as the Russian nobility is much more refined and 
liberal than the Livonian has yet shewn itself to be. Demidow 
and Urussow have presented their choice <^ollections to the 
museum of the university, and Fischer is at present engaged in 
the arrai^em€;nt of them. They contain treasures and rarities 
of all kinds, and are particularly rich in serpents. It is 
intended to make an advantageous exchange of the duplicates 
for other curiosities, and connections have been formed in every 
quarter for this purpose. Fischer is known to be a man com- 
petent to the task he has undertaken, and will noti be wanting 
in diligence and application. Goldbach is obliged to build his 
Own observatory, for which a very convenient and pleasant si- 
tuation is allotted in the botanic garden. ' The old and new 
professors live together, as I observed> in good understanding 
with each other; and the rector, who had secured his office in 
perpetuity, has been obliged by the new regulations to resign it, 
that an annual appointment may be made by a regular election. 
The old gentleman, who has the credit of bemg a good peda- 
gogue, and writes very curious Latin, made ^ few wrv faces 
on the occasion, and defended the possession of his oftice not 
ill by declaring that no law could have a retro-active operation ; 
he was compelled, however, to yield to the united votes of his 
brethren, the authority of the curator, and the letter of the 
law. A Russian literary journal has been established^ to which 
the new professors contribute their labours in foreign languages, 
and these are afterwards translated Under the inspection of some 
person conversant with the subject. Of course a tew quid" 
prO'^iios now and then occur; but they merely excite a laugh and 
are forgotten. The university contains at present about two 
hundred and. fifty students, among whom many are stipendiaries ; 
a very small total number for the chief city of siich an enor- 
mous empire. It is, nevertheless, better in this respect than 
it was twenty years ago, when there was not half the number of 
students, though Moscow might then be called the only uni-^ 
yersity in Russia. The new professors are tolerably satisfied 
with the previouM attainments of the young men, who all ex- 
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press themselves respectably in Latin. Bulile told me that h« 
has bad sixty auditors ; but sever^ai of Uieni did not belong to 
the university, as private persons were in the habit of attending 
bis lectures. Almost every one likes to hear a discourse oft 
philosophy, if well delivered. The professors, who came from 
Germany, are "unanimous iu thrir praises of tlie friendly re-» 
ception and kind treatment which they experienced from the 
Russians as well as Germans hnig settled here, and this from 
all ranks. They can al«o, as they themselves report, live com- 
fortably and in tolerable style on their salary of two thousand 
rubles, as most of the necessaries of life may be bad at Ivlos- 
€ow on reasonable terms ; far more so than at Uorpat, where 
the population is limited, and consists of either very rich of 
quite poor persons, and where any article not of the most com-* 
nion kind is either uuattainable, or oiily to be procured at a 
verv hisrh rate. 

Karamsin was in the country, consequently I could not see 
him. If he be not an historian, he is still an interestinsc wor- 
tliy man, and a good poet. I formed two olher desirable ac- 
quaintance. Pause, a man deeply versed in literature, and 
Heym, who has distinc;uished himself by his knowledge of the 
Russian language, and is lierc the oracle of foreigners, often 
too of the Russians themselves. BoUi are good-humoured 
cheerful companions. 

Klinger went on one day to Dorpat, and I on the ii£Xt to 
Moscow. Scluibert departed for Kasan on one day, and I on 
the next for Petersburgh. The roads soon informed me. where 
I was, and I had oply the consola.tion of knowing that my 
vatcji could not be put out of order again. This time I so 
fur travelled alone, that an old roan or woman, whom I now 
andnhen allowed to be taken up, were my only companions, • 

Ax. Gorodnaja, where I was very thirsty, the people brought 
mc a beverage, which they distinguished by the name of fiee- 
beer-rthus called, because they had themselves been ailowec}. 
to brew it, which seemed to cause as much ddight, as if every 
one of them had gained a fortune. Such a good-natured grate- 
Ad creature is man, when some uncommon impulse of justice 
procures for him one of his original natural rights. Those en^ 
trusted with the government of a country may have weighty 
reasons connected with the welfare of the state for enacting par- 
ticular limitations in certain branches of trade, the unlimited 
exercise of which might be detrimental to societv at large. It 
must, perhaps, be allowed, that brewing falls' under this de- 
scription. But the practice, which prevails in several parts of 
Germany, where whole communities are absolutely com])ellecJ 
to procure tiicir beverage from this or that particular brewery. 



INSTANCE OP BUSSIAN HONESTY, 44 

and are thus supplied \i ith the most miserable arti<^ a^ any 
price which the vender chooses to affix, is aa oppression bor«- 
daring upon slavery, and, with respect to its influence on Ae 
constitution, indefensible. But who consults his conscience on 
Quch occasions? The treasury must be suf^tied, the bayonet 
glitters, and reason must be silent. 

As I entered Twer, a young man was seated with a party 
not far from the Volga, and sung in a pleasing voice the old 
French air, " Oh Mahomet, ton jmradis de femmes est le «tf- 
Jour de la feliciteJ* I forget whether you know the music — it 
is one of the liveliest airs evei[ composed even by a Firencfanian. 
The notes were still vibrating on the drum of my ear, when I 
arrived at the gate, where the centinel treated me with a 
counterpart, which he bellowed loudly forth, 'and the burden of 
whidi frequently repeated, wi» droll enough, after what I had 
just heard : ^ I ya schenilsa kak durak.'* I took a wife, and 
"was a f6ol. 

Between Twer and Medno I scarcely did any thing but 
Fumiuate on the dissimilarity of these songs ; and as I had no 
occasion to travel at the pace of a courier, I suited my con- 
venience by fixing my quarters for the night at Leipzig; for on 
entering Torschok, the sign of the City of Leipzig held .fortb 
its friendly invitation to me ; and indeed as I wen( to Moscow, 
I had made up my mind that this should be a resting-place as 
I returned. The sign seemed to indicate that the hou^ was 
kept by a German^ but I did not hear a word of that language. 
By this, however, 1 lost nothing ; for a good-humoured waiter 
provided me with every thing as good in its kind and as reason- 
able as 1 could have expected at Leipzig on the Pleisse. 

At Wydropusk^ 1 sustained a smaU loss, which caused me 
much pleasure. I have a very handsome seal, the execution of 
which is in Doll's best style, and for which, with the setting, 
I paid thirty dollars. This had by some means faHeu from 
my watch-chain into the body of the carria^. It was natural 
that the loss could not be quite a matter of indifference to me, 
either on account of the value of the gold, or workmanship. J 
examined every thing as I thought, jand found nothing* A num- 
ber of steut Russians stood as usual round me, <^ I'll give any 
one two rubles, who brings me the seal again,'' said I, and went 
into the inn. The fellows directly began their search atnidst 
much clamour, and turned every article over and over. At 
length, a shout announced their success, the sea| was brought, 
and I paid my two rabies for it. 1 know that much may be 
said against the certainty of the transaction being as honest aq 
it seemed ; but it pleased me mightily, and I feel on such oc- 
casions and so mvicb s^t hpme with tlie people^ that I do not like t^ 

SEUME.] y 



4f SEVMl's TOI>K. 

lease ibem. It was doubly agreeable to me that these were 
conunoii Russians, on whose honesty it is not usual to hear a 
panegyric. 

Nothuig had been heard of my bag full of copper, as I re** 
tpmed through the country where I had lost it. 

The landlords of the post-houses are, here only caUed in 
general postillions, and the men who drive post-fellows. The 
latter are boors; the former imperial officers, and often, as it 
appears, also boors. The driver is content with ten copekes 
fpr drink money; but what app^red to roe most extraordinary 
was, that the post-i^aasters also asked for drink-money. This cus- 
t6m begau at Novgorod, and conUnued almost regularly throu^ 
to Moscow, I must, however, allow that fifteen or even ten 
copekes seemed to satisfy them ; still I could not reconcile it 
to my notions of propriety and honour that I should give the 
post-masters drink-money. Between Novgorod and Petersbui^h. 
no such application was made to me, which 1 was very glad of, 
both en their account and my own ; for 1 disliked the meanness 
of the transaction exceedingly. If it be necessary, let the fare 
be raised, and the owner of the horses thus remunerate himself; 
for certainly no one can at present complain that the price paid 
for the use of post-horses in Russia is high. The dearest 
article on the whole road between Petersbiirgh and Moscow 
is probably coffee, which I took now and then medicinally, be-? 
cause I was traveling in the night, which otherwise chilled me. 
A common quantity cost in general a rubte> and in some in- 
stances ten cppekes more. Sometimes, too, the landlords had, 
as they said, no copper to give in exchange for paper, and 1 
was obliged to obtain it of the shop-keepers, they always de-» 
ducting tea. copekes for each note, wl\ich is absolutely lost to 
the traveller, aitd is, I understand, illegal ; but, like many other 
illegal acts, it cannot be easily prevented. 

On my return to Petersburgh, I found myself in very bad 
credit as to my expedition in travelling, for the Russians hurry 
over an immense tract of country in an almost incredibly short 
t^me; and in spite of my boasted activity, I found that in point 
of speed, I could not enter the lists against tliem. 

Klingfer was also returned from Dorpat, and you will easily 
believe that I availed myself, as far as possibility and propriety 
would allow, of his permission to be as much with bim as pos-. 
sible; you will also believe that at these interviews, philosophical, 
literary and political discussions took place often enough, and 
that I reckon these hours among the best of my life. That we 
1/vere not always of .the same opinion follows of course, as well 
as that we both defended pur own with tolerable obstinacy. 
WH^n gOPd mien think a^ike as to inaiq questions, it is tbo 
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Masoning of life to dispute a little about smaller considerations i 
KHnger was extremely gratified by his journey to Dorpat, which 
I was glad of^ as well on his own account^ as that of the in- 
stitution and literature in general. 

On St. John's day, according to the Russian calendar^ I went 
^with my host and old acquaintance Beck, the counsellor of 
state, to Pawlosk, principally for the purpose 6f calling on 
S torch. Beck introduced me to the Countess Lieven, who is 
governess to the imperial family, and whose son the general 
was a friend of mine in Poland, which 1 hope he still is, though 
it is long since I saw him. This lady has very properly gained 
the good opinion of all by her education of the amiable daugh- 
ters of the imperial house, and I found her possessed of so 
much pure, friendly, affable, female character, that I almost 
forgot her connection with the court^ and only fancied myself 
in the society of a worthj^ matron. 

When sitting at table with the family of M. Block, a mes- 
sage was delivered that the empress mother would see qie at 
her villa about seven o'clock. This was unexpected enough, 
and a glance at my dress added to my momentary confusion. 
Of course, however, I soon recollected myself, selected my 
best attire, and appeared at the ^ated time and place. I had 
received several hints as to the necessary ceremonies, to which 
I paid little attention, thinking that each step would easily be 
regulated by the preceding. The empress conversed with me 
nearly half an hour, at first about myself, my petty tours, and literary 
labours. Having heard of my attachment to the Greek au- 
thors, she particularly asked me why I had not undertaken at 
journey to Greece. ** Through Italy, France, and Russia," 
answered 1, ** a man may travel with expedition, security, 
and pleasure; but to wander into Greece, as Greece now is> 
. would be in every respect out of my power. Besides, 1 am not 
exactly an antiquary, or strictly speaking a literary man; but 
merely study the Greek authors for my own improvement, which 
1 can probably better effect from the treasures of that nation 
at home, thau if I were to visit Athens or Sparta.** 

The empress ' asked me many questions relative to Schiller^ 
(whose death was still the conversation of the town,) and spok^ 
with great respect of his writings, criticizing with such 
propriety, that even Schiller himself, had he heard the ob-^ 
nervations, would doubtless have profited by them.^ As I had 
always been on the most friendly footing with him, I could 
sp6ak of his character with real warmth. " To me he ap- 
peared most amiable as a parent,*' said I, and related to the 
empress tlie circumstance of anxiety respecting his little daugh** 
ter not allowing him to remain a few days longer in the circl0 
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of his Saton friends. He hastened to Weimar, and wheo t 
visited hiih a few weeks after, he appeared at his door with 
the little girl iu his arms, and said, '' Look, this is the little 
silly thing, that would not let me stay quietly with you.** The 
child clung affectionately to his neck^ and justiiied liis assertion. 
This little narrative seemed not unpleasant to the empress. 
She made several remarks relative to our literature, ami witli a pre- 
cision, clearness, and 'knowledge, which would probably have 
soon embarrassed me ; for the empress has naturally more tiRie 
and better means of reading and instnicting herself than i have. 
She had perhaps heard that offers, and these rather tempting 
too^ had been m$ide to mduoe me to remain in Russia, and 
asked why 1 would not do tliis. I with great truth informed 
her, that niy principal objection was an aged mother, whom I' 
had l^ft in my native country, to wfao^n nothing would be an 
equivalent for my settling at a distance, and who, at her ad- 
vanced period oif life, would not be persuaded to forsake die 
fipot on which she had grown cid. " Your majesty," added 
I, '* will give credit to the mo^e, as you are yourself a mother/' 
** NotbiQg whatever can be said against it," answered she, with 
f vident «itisfa€%ion. 

Before L went away, Ae requeued me to take a ride through 
the gardens, and ordered her attendants to shew me tlie vUla. 
In all bdises, whether tbey be f>alaces or huts, the inhabitants 
are to roe the most interesting otgects. Such was the case here. 
it is generally and justly supposed tliat there is no royal house 
in which more s&abilit)', goodness, and humanity {>revail 
than in the imperial family of Russia. Even the late em- 
peror -Baid, as all impartial persons assure mc, had the same 
tttm, and enjoyed the entire affection of those connected with 
him, .whatever might be liis eccentricity and mistaken notiolis 
upon other- points. Storch, as you know, has described the 
gardens at Pawlosk^ after which it would be needless and im- 
proper for me to enter into a detailed account. The scale is 
rather a large one, the plantations are fine, the views 
and divisions 'laid out with taste, and the ornaments- appropriatej ^ 
without sopeifluity. Whatever the climate would allow, 
has here been effected by diligence; and no expence has 
been spared. As a ctuiosity, there are a few Italian poplars; 
but they must be defended against the severity of winter, by huge 
wooden cdses and straw. They are the only trees of this kind, 
which I saw so far north. I cannot, therefore, conceive how 
Acerbi saw Italian , poplars at Kengis, far beyond Tomeo. He 
must have made a mistake in the kind. The group of Graces, 
which is the best ornament of tlie sort in the garden, appears 
to be bj Canova. I could not leara this to a certainty^ ^vei^ 
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Irotn Storcli ; but J do not know any other modern artist tibo 
could reacb tire execution. 

In the palace, a small cabinet M^as to me the most attractive 
though it contained but four paintings, a Belisarius^ a Prodigal 
Sod, a Madonna, probably by Raphael, and a Vernet Pattls 
Family, by Kiigelgen, in another room, will perhaps ke 
hereafter a family piece of the greatest value. The artitt 
certainly possesses much merit, and die likenesses, according to 
t,he testimony of all acquainted ./fvith the imperial family^ sam 
tincomraouly striking. 

Storch pleased me naore on personal acquaintance dian thro^g^ 
Ills writings* I suspected him of studying to adorn his subject; 
but he really and . enthusiastically .believes all he saya. He i| 
actually convinced thai Alexander will create acound him tlie 
Paradise, which a. warm imagination beholds. JN^o one cam 
more fervently wish this than myself; no one will more ftincerei|f ^ 
rejoice at it; but hitherto I have found it impossible to ht 
coijvinced of these fine things. The obstacles are gigantic. 
If he succeed in establishing solid boundaries of justice^ bt 
M'iil have done more than Peter the First. 

 

The music in the chapel at Pawlosk particularly . attractoi 
my attention. It is the only churich music which 1 ever beafl 
in my ^ife, possessii^ the pure character of solemnity^ di^^^ 
aiid devotion. In our churches, a musical passage is ^verf 
inoment occurring, which makes me fancy myself at the opera- 
house> and consequently inspires an improper seuffsatioa. ^ 
Nothing J6 more sacred to me than real pure religion ; und the 
more sacred to me the more seldom I meet with it. The ttierit 
cif having adapted the music so happily to the purposes tif 
religion, betonges to a single man whose name has escaped nie; 
but I revere him in as high a decree as Mozart^ whom I*e8|eeai i 
Ithe best composer out of the cburdi. 

The other day> I received a ticket of admittance to the familfb- 
theatre of the empress^ at which a French opera was to km 
. {>erformed on the birth-day of die grand-duke Nicholas. The 
performers were come from Petersburgh. The selection «f 
music w|is but indifferent, and the singing not un^ceptioodUy 
good, I was xttost pleased with the friendly intermixture cif 
society^ if I may ao term iL It was only a family festival^ 
At which the whole imperial house was present, accompmiied 
by aU who held any office at court, and as many persons of deceit ' 
appearance as had opportunities ^of procuring tickets. Every 
thing had an appearance devoid of constraint. The emperor 
<;ame, sat, and walked away without any guard. Not m 
baycTnet ivas to be seen. There was merely the usual fiumber 
iof police-officers at the doore. This is a confidence vhich is 

flure to gain its end. ^ ^ 

r 
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I did not go to Gatschina, because I had not time ; thougfe 
to judge by the country it is prol^ably the most int/eresting of 
ali the imperial palaces, except Peterhof. The greatest 
magnificence t)revails at Zarsko Selo, as I am told; but of this 
1 myself am hardly a judge, as 1 seldom bestow the necessary 
attention on any thing of this kind. To the artist this palace 
is interesting, because it contains in a kind' of portico almost 
every good production of the Russian artists, whether original 
or copfed. Having teen built by the first Catharine, and 
enlarged as well as hihabiled by the second, it is perhaps the 
most remarkable place of Northern Europe. 

Peterhof has more charms to the lover -of nature, and to 
those of a romantic turn, even if it^ be forgotten that the 
greatest man of the North in modern times here formed and 
executed the plans of his creative mind. In point of situation 
I should prefer Peterhof to Versailles, if the rigour of 
the climate" were not so intense. Every moment a 
spot occurs, where Peter the First had some favourite object, 
mrhere he arranged his serious concerns, and enjoyed his recrea- 
tions, where he saw his fleets increasing under his own inspection 
Irom day to day. Here may be seen the little room, in which 
bis^ mighty plans were conceived — plans aftenvards executed 
too ; but whether to the advantage of his subjects and of man* 
l^ind, or not, would be a very problematical question. 

The most remarkable vestige of Peter's manual labour i« 
probably the small house at Petersburgh, on the Neva, and 
opposite to the Summer-gardens, in fiont of which also lies 
the boat said to have been built by himself. I never saw a 
finer vessel of its kind, so proper and excellent are all its 
proportions, and it seems still to be in such good order that it 
might be made to float again with little trouble. 

I'he Hermitage at Petersburgh was in the' same state as the 
Kreml in Moscow. Some building was going forward ; and 
every article was locked up. I could not, therefore, see the 
treasures of art ; yet these were perlrups more worthy to be 
Been than any thing else in Petersburgh ; for there are^ 1 
understand, some admirable paintings among them, if not so 
many Raphaels as national pride asserts. ' Kohler was as friendly 
as could be expected from a friend of the Muses ; but the 
sanctuary, neverthele83, remained closed to me. Voltaire's 
library, which I might have seen, did not interest me so much. 
It would have been otherwise, if I could have commanded time 
to study in it, as I should have been rewarded for my trouble 
by seeing how the old Satyr of Ferney principally employed 
himself. 

The antiques in the Tauriun palace do not appear numerous 
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or remarkable for curiosity to those who have seen the Paris 

t^ollection, and the best in Italy. In the large garden-salooii, 

about which^ however, fame makes more noise than it deserves, 

some good articles were standing. I was, how^ever, not 

allowed a minute examination ; as preparations were making 

for a greats festival. A foreigner can hardly wander through the 

beautiful walks of the garden without calling to mind the 

singular man, who for a considerable time acted his part 

here, and was in a great degree the despot of the North. 

Potemkin shares the fate of all remarkable character?. Some 

think he was botli a great and a good man, white others can 

discover neither. The latter are certainly more mistaken than 

the former. The emperor Paul had no reason to like him ; 

but his resentment went so far that he annulled many good 

regulations in the army, to all appearance only because they 

\ifere introduced by Potemkin, who was admirable in his 

military arrangements, and selected them from those adopted by 

different nations. He learned much of the Scotch, who are 

indisputably excellent soldiers. 

I was gratified, by the manner in which 1 was received by 
Suchteln. Scarcely was my name announced, ere he approached 
me with open arms. *^ Ah mon cher camerade de malfaeur^ 
soyes bien venu ! A present nous sommes un peu mieux, qu a 
Varsovie il y a onze ans."— *•" Beaucoup, beaucoup, V. E. grace 
au cieir ^aid I, and he led me by the hand, and introduced 
nie to the company. You know that this is not what I pride my- 
self on ; but it is gratifying to meet with such a friendly recep- 
tion. 7^hus acts the man of real worthy and open affability* 
I cannot say that I was equally successful when I called oa 
General Igelstroem at; Riga. 1 announced myself merely for 
the purpose of paying my respects to the old gentleman 
as my former commander. I could have no other motive. 

He allowed me to stand a considerable time in waiting, 
and at length sent word he was ill, and would see me when he 
was better. His snrgeou and nephew had both before assured me 
tliat he was well enough to receive me. 1 went^ and naturally 
did not call again, for I had no intention of paying court to him. 
Iliere was a time when he coutided to me all the secrets of his 
public situation and private circumstances, a confidence, whicii 
I never abused — when I have sat and worked for weeks together 
at his bed-side — when he treated me as a confidential friend, 
and employed me in drawing up the papers by which he justified 
himself to his sovereign. 1 shall always defend his character 
against any attack, for I never knew him guilty of a bad action. 
At present, he seemed not to be commander in chief of his 
family. 
it \yds with real sorro.w that Iriovv openly heard at P6tersburgl| 
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two articles of intelligence firom my native country^ which 
occupied my mind more and for a longer time tbaal could hate 
ttiottght possible* The one was the great want of bread; the 
other, that the elector had granted to the owners of estates^ in 
return for their ready obedience in some roaltera, the liberty to 
depose the judges of their manorial courts at their optios. 
Both these circumstances gave tne a degree of uneasiness^ for 
"which 1 cannot blame myself, I have often and loudly declare«l 
that our government pays little attention to the possibility of fa- 
mine, and that if the crops were any year to fail, we should be 
ma much more pressing emergency, and greater danger of hun-. 
ger than in the year seventy of last ctntury. Every one wishes 
to gain and hoard money ; asifmone} alone could pi oduce na- 
rional prosperity. After the death of Fredrick the Second, a 
pious reliance on Providence seems to have induced our rulers 
to leave almost all the magazines empty. This species of piety 
I hold to be very reprehensible. The elector of Saxony, who 
is certainly one of the most just and liberal meji in Europe, is 
the private owner of almost a third part of the country, and 
ought, by proper management of his estates, to have the market- 
price of bread in his power. But a^ the rent of the farmer is 
f aised to its utmost height, of course no conditions can be laid 
down as to the sale of his produce, since|he must by one mode 
or another obtain the stipulated sum ; so that under this pretext 
the basest avarice has a wide field for action. The result may 
be inferred without any superior sagacity. AM other owners of 
estates and country gentlemen pursue the same system. It is 
true that the articles sold, produce gold ; but the sellers are few 
in proportion, and the greater bulk of the commonalty bodi ia 
towns and the country must necessarily suiFer. Iliis engenders 
en both sides a hateful animosity, w hich may be productive of 
mournful consequences. 1 soon, however, happily heacd that 
rumour, as usual, *had materially magnified the dearth in my 
native l^nd. 

With re'spect to the second article, the courts of justice, peojdd 
talk ©prnlv of it with merited censure even in Petersbnrgh. Wbilf^ 
they are labouring here to establish a more solid system of justice,, 
it appears that in Saxony attempts are making to destroy it. That 
a private man bad already the power of appointing a judge even 
in his own cause did not exactly agree with the most correct no- 
tions of justice ; but. if this private man shall have the further 
power of displacing this judge when he chuses, th^ liberty of tha 
German p€i:^^^try will soon be reduced again to the degraded 
state of the E^thoiiians and Livonians. The judges were, alas^ 
already dependant enough on tbeir patrons ; but now they will 
be coniplfct^ly tbeir creature^. It' requires more strength of 
mind spirit than is the usual lot gf human nature ^q oppose 
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t(ie vrealUf and power for tke sake of a tUird person; atid 
^Iferebj perhaps bring beggary on ourselves and families. Sucb 
is tlie general opinion of impartial persons at Petersburgh^ and 
I lament that I must job in it* Heaven grant matters may 
prove better than I have heard ! 

I took an affecting solemn walk in the churchy where 
tlie bodies of all the princes who have reigned since the founder 
of the city are deposited. The coffins stand exposed to viciw 
'^^itliout bein'^ let down into any vault. I walked up and down 
Isefore them, read the inscriptions, and reflected on the great 
changes which had taken place since Peter removed the seat 
of government hither from Moscow. I am no moral sentimental* 
*ist^ but t could scarcely refrain from shuddering at the idea tliat 
I was now standing among the remains of potentates who had 
ruled over a nation^ which not long ago rose from the chaos 
of night with Herculean length* I had already several times 
felt peculiar sensations when at the Micbaeloff pa)ace« Here 
I paused at the coffin of Paul -^ that good, misrepresented, 
unfortunate prince, would in private life have certainly been one 
of the most amiable of men, and who, like many others^ tottered 
beneath the enormous weight of a diadem. From all which 
I have learned respecting Paul, he was certainly a monarch 
who wished what was right, and such a man is from- that wish 
a good man. He was, according to my conviction, in spite 
of sill that is said to the contrary, physically, and morally an 
' invalid. AH the portraits of him, not one of which is devoid 
of interest and not one quite uubke him, declare this. Even 
at the very idea of irr^ularity and injustice he was forcibly aad 
even convulsively affected. When he himself could hear and decide 
upon a case, perfect justice was sure to follow. The irritability 
both of body and mind, the consequent mixture of te^erness 
and rigour, the' boundless submission to and yet mistrust of 
the opinion of others, and many other contradictions in ^^ his 
character must be principally accounted for by the circumstances 
of hiH} youth. He had at first viewed mankind in a false 
light, and one misconception,foUowed another. The unfortunate 
state of the times added to the illusion. Had he lived a few 
years * longer^ the danger wou]4 only have assumed another 
. appearance, and it becomes doubtful which side a man like Paul 
would have taken. The impartial perceive in several instances 
the good ^ects of his severity. It excited fear, and made some 
at least, through fear of him, keep within the bounds of mode- 
ration. It seems unfortunately as if the mildness of his sor:i 
would again open a field to the insolence of petty despots 
The public again speak freely of - military oppression, family 
influence on the decisions of justice, and striking neglect or ar-^ 
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bitrary J!)roceediiig8 in the police. The place, the time, tfrtf^ 
nafnes^ and all the circumstatices are mentioned to prove that 
a process tnay be carried through the senate for a stated sum 
of money ; and if all is to be believed which is asserted by 
very upright persons^ there remains in the highest tribunal 
an open system of bribery, which is shocking. There can, 
from circumstances, be but little justice in the world ; and when 
that Httle is to be sold for. gold, philanthropy almost compels 
us to look round for the. way out of the temple. It is natural that 
the emperor Alexander should shew this propensity to clemency; 
for what an appearance would it have if a young man, on his first 
outset in life, shoald exhibit the austerity of oue perfectly ac- 
quainted with the world ? But it will be necessary for him te^ 
dnell with firm unshaken determination on the execution of solemn 
measures, and 1 trust this wili be done. Ailiability and kindness, and 
natural bene\ olence form his present character ; but as a ' 
monafcb, he will probably often fiud it necessary to be more 
severe and inexorable. 

One of the stories of the day was the execution of the criminal 
of Ihgo, who for several years played the part of Cacus on his 
island, and by his- piracies brought ruin on many. The life of 
' this man was one M'hich, even in the barbarous times of Hercules, 
would have been remarkable for its villany. The processj, which 
began in the reign of Paul, had been so long protracted, that 
it was suspected that, through the influence of his family 
connections, the senate would not pass a very rigoroiuf 
sentence. It is said, indeed, that a mild one was already 
prepared to be laid before the emperor, when, he was acciden- 
' tally requested to sign diat of a young man who had forged 
bank-notes to the amount of some hundred rubles.' 

" That is hard, that is very hard," the emperor is reported 
to have said. *^ Is this the law ?' ^* May it please your majesty, 
it is/' answered the reporter. 

'^ Then I cannot help the unfortunate man; bat I shall now 
be anxious to see what punishment will be decreed for that 
villain of the Baltic.'' The reporter, who observed the deep 
solemnity of the monarch, did not venture, as I was told, to 
submit the sentence in the state proposed ; and it was afte: wards, 
from motives of policy, altered in the senate as to severity, and 
executed. I give the anecdote as I received it from persons of 
credit. It does honour to the emperor's character; for mercy 
towards a villain is ceitainly injustice. 

In speaking of the imperial family without constraint, the 
Russians joyfully give them throughout a character of humanity 
and goodness ; with the exception of the grand-duke Constantiue, 
who is here and there loudly censured; and there are even 
persons who have a bad opinion of his princi])Ies« After aU> 
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"tiiat I have been able to learn jof hiin> I cannot believe this ; 
but it must not be denied that an unexampled violence of 
disposition^ sometimes, it is said, exercised beyond all 
eontroul, gives him a temporary appearance of greater depravity. 
He was, on account of his vivacity, the favourite of his grand- 
mother, and it b easily to be conceived that maternal tenderness 
would see many an error, of youth in a milder point of view 
tbau a commom observer. His famUy loves him without excep** 
tion, a proof that he must possess natural goodness of heart. 
He is, howeyer, almost beyond all measure overbearing^ and 
this propensity has led him to steps, of which I would willingly 
ascribe half to 'the misrepnesentatioiis of malice. It is to be 
lamented that a young man, who is really well- informed, should 
ibus be in danger of ^acriiipiug his better character to the levity 
of youth. The consequences are already visible. He is avoided 
i^^rom a fear, which each entertains, of becoming the sport of his 
boisterous humour,^ The companions and assistants in his 
youthful frolics are laying on themselves a heavy responsibility. 
They must lose his regard, as soon as he arrives at serious 
reflection, and, on a calmer view of things, feels the necessity 
of possessing the pure regard of the rational, instead of the 
riotous' applause of wild debauchees. I have only been once 
near him, when he delivered his orders to an officer in a manner 
so violent and unbecoming, that had I been in the officer's situ- 
ation, I should certainly have requested my discharge the next 
morning.. 

The botanic garden of the Academy is better conducted than 
it used to be, and the gardener appears to be a worthy active 
man, who is at home among his plants, and in his Linnaeus. 
It seems to me a pecuHar kind of economy, when the Academy 
is so rich, that the greater part of the garden should be let out 
to greeri-grocers and growers of culinary plants 5 so that the 
licience, to which it is destined, is thereby confined within a very 
small space. The leases too have, 1 understand, been renewed 
for a longer term, since Alexander came to the throne. 

I left Germany, as you know, half and half inclined to obtain 
an audience of the emperor ; and petition for a ^mall pension, 
which I conceive that I have deserved, and might conscientiously 
accept. 1 had, however, almost given up the idea on the 
road ; and I found the emperor so mueh engaged by the critical 
state ' of affairs, and so closely besieged by business of a 
n^ature certainly not the most pleasant, that it did not occur t<» 
me to take any step towards this object. It would probably not 
have he^iK very difficult to attain my point ; but on closer exami- 
natiop 1 found it better to live as long as I could by the exercise 
©f my own faculties* This accords more with my notions, 
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tboagh I am, nevertheless, certain Aat no gold mA 09 earthly 
konoors could ever influence any of my opinions. 

For several days past the object of universal conveFsatton 
has been the incorporation of Genoa and the recall of the 
arabassadory who was going to Paris for the purpose of adjusting^* 
the disputes. This will probably be the prologue to another 
tn^edy. The conduct of the Freuch is a natural consequence 
of their knowing their own strength and the weakness of their 
neighbours. Justice is out of the question. In national arr:mge-« 
fnents she is seldom consulted, and is coroplaisaRt enough to 
look wherever the bayonets point. One thing, however, pleases 
Rfee. 1 he Girsican has regally avenged his^ native island oo 
ber modem and ancient oppressors ; and so wretched is the 
spirit of' the times that all this must be considered as an act 
<Kf favour. 

^ Le peupk n'est rien pour qui \t salt mener." • 

Bonaparte proves the truth of his position by his own 
axample ; 9t great example truly^ and oue wiiich carries with 
it a severe rebuke on the human understanding. ^' I shall 
give you to such or such a priuce/' is the answer which he is said 
to have made to th^e himible representation of the deputies of 
the free imperial cities of Germany. Never was such coiitempi 
exhibited towards the nation and its princes. The donor^ tlie 
receivers, and those who are given away, all stand in a peculiar 
light. On thid occasion a passage in Plutarch occiurs to me^ 
where Metellus die tribune of the people is described to 
have placed himself before tlie doors of the Treasury, when 
Cesar wanted to make use of its contents towards his war 
against the senate. The patriot positivel^y refused to . quit 
his station, till the followers of Cesar tore him from it, 
^' Reflect," said Cesar to him, '' that it will be much wore difficult 
for me to say than to do what is harsh.'' To dp any thii)g 
harsh towards a man, was an euphemism of tJie day, meaning the 
axe of the iictor, or the dagger of the ahsassin. 1 could not avoid aq 
involuntary parallel. Harsh words do not seem to be so difiicult to 
Bonaparte. I admire him as a really great man; but it ia 
impossible that I can love hiiu ; for 1 neither think him liberal, 
nor just. He has in his^ own person destroyed the finest ide^ 
ever formed by my imagination ; and I am proud enough to believe 
that my speculations are not the idle dreams of a romantic brain^ 
Fate has given him two names^ the one prepossessing, the othei: 
terrible. If e bore the prepossessing one during his better days ; 
he has now laid it aside, and retained the terrible one. But the ' 
eternity of Bonaparte .the Preserver will, in defiance of tliq 
astonishment excited by grandeur, bp better and more desirable 
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that of Napoleon the Destroyer* For my own part^ I 
mhtil prefer retainiog the former name. Terror shall iu»t dwell 
In my AOul--^I wjUiogly resign the terrible one to the diplomatists. 
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J. WILL here bet my excellent piece of salmon out of the Wosa, 
and a w'hole basket full of Mamurami> that you do not know in 
vvbat part of the world Sippola lies ; and neither Biischiag, nor 
Schlozer^ nor Gaspari can assist you. Observe, then, Sippola 
is a neat little viliqge in the northern paradise of the Laplandei^s, 
Russian Finland, situated out of the road, somewhat to tlie north, 
between Wil manstrand, and FViederichsham. I have not measured 
the longitude and latitude of it, and can, therefore, only say of it 
that excellent berries grow there, that the corn still waves 
its high tops, and that the poetic wanderer might still cut here 
a good oaten reed for a pastoral pipe; which is probably more 
than you expect in the vicinity of the Laplanders. 

Of the theatres at Petersburgh I saw none but the Italian, 
which is probably the best. There was a singer in the company,' 
whose equal I never heard. ' He is said, however, to receive 
an annual salary of fourteen thousand rubles ; and for such a 
sum ^ little clearness, strength, and compass of voice may be 
expected. I did not go to the German theatre, because all my 
friends agreed in stating that very indifferent pieces were very 
indifferently performed there. Mire lost the management by his 
own M'ant of conduct ; and something better is expected from 
his successor, who is described ixs a man of taste and knowledge. 
I did not see the Russian company, because I was first here, then 
tliere, and always let the time pass. I am now somewhat sorry 
that this was tlie case ; for the perforniers are, I understand, 
excellent mimics, and act several national pieces with much life 
^nd spirit. 

On my departure, M . PJnnow kindly presented me with some 
correctives of bad water, and a party accompanied me in several 
carriages as far as Pergola, where with a mingled and peculiar 
sensalrion I spent the last evening with my friends resident in that, 
icountry. I am always fancying that I have long since settled 
accounts with that uitknown something — the heart ; yet the sprite 
ps every moment playing me some trick or otl)er. The beautiful 
little exhibition of fireworks, with which some officers quartered 
here con^plimented the general on iii^ birtfa*day, helped me 
through the sadxeflefctions of the last 'bvurs. Wholuiows whether 
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I shall ever agadn see the good people here, wlio gave me so 
fraternal a reception? The carriages returned to Petersburgli 
at n late hour — I stowed the provisions, ' furnished by morthem 
hospitality, in niy travelling knapsack, and took up my abode 
with a Finlander. My mind was full of emotion — the room was 
heated in July and full of smoke — 1 fancied that 1 every mo- 
ment heard a dozen Tarakans, atid adept — not quite so well as 
usuaK It was, moreover, the season, during which there i», 
in these northern regions, no night, and I always feel as if 1 
could not sleep but in the night. Here, however, it is so like the 
day, that my friends and I have without difficulty, while walking 
at mi(l^iight in the gardens of Petersburgh, read the Hamburgh 
newspapers to each otlier. " IVans Suionas," says Tacitus, 
" aliud mare pigrum ac prope immotum, quo cingi cludique 
terrarum orbem hinc fidas, quod extremus cadentisjam soIiiB 
fulgor in ortus edurat, adeo clarus ut sidera hebetet.'* It darkens 
them so much that I really could see no stai^sat all. The evenii^ 
twilight nielts into that of morning. For a few nights thi$ 
appeared to me very pleasant ; but ihy eye was soon weary of 
the continued light, and missed the charming change of summer 
nights in my native country. 

Tb^ next morning I cheerfully pursued my way past the old fort 
towaj'ds Wiburg. The three days between Petersburgh and 
Wiburg, a distance of twenty miles, wer6 very fatiguing tQ me; 
for tlie weather was insupportably hot. The perspir^tiori 
flowed from my forehead even more freely than when I s^od so 
many hours with the battalion under arms, and worked wijth 
jiaiids and feet to the sound of the drum. 

The water of the Neva would not suit my palate atPetersr 
burgh, do what I might. It is clear as crystal, but beyond 
all conception' soft, and 1 have been always accustomed to hard 
water. The finer kinds of malt liquor are too strong, and the 
^est ^re' almost all brewed from noxious materials, particularly 
wild rosemary* More attention ought certainly to be bestowed 
on this by the department of government to which it belongs. 
JVIy resource was in different kinds of quas, or wine and water, 
when I could not obtain quas or kisslej^tschce, I had, however, 
anticipated the pleasure, which I should derive from a good 
.drdugbt of the Finland streams ; for I knew that Finland was 
mountainous^ and naturally concluded that where I found mountains, 
I should al^o find plenty of good water. Jn this I was much 
mistak/en; for although Finland is almp3t one entire bed of 
granite, yet is water very scarce. In travelling the whole 
twenty, niiles from Petersburgh to Wiburg, I only found a 
single little brook of good water, and a few versts from the 
jp»'n jjpme . yery fine copious spriqgs, wbipb to me seerged ta 
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prcpdace real nectar. The other streams all proceed from 

morasses^ and consequently furnish foul, red^coloured^ 

disgusting, beverage. The granite is perhaps too hard to receive 

the rain. It! runs. off/ therefore, to the moors, v^here it 

stagnates, and becomes, almost useless. I have sometimes 

laboured, perspired and thirsted for hours together, till at lehgtb 

necessity has compelled me to swallow some of this nauseous 

liquid, at the same time holding my nose to avoid its effluvia. 

I one day ran up and down a dale at the. foot of a chain of 

hills, panting with thirst, yet making myself certain fiom the 

nature of the c^»untry that there must be water at hand ; for aa 

old pilgrim caii, like Moses and Alexander, hit upon^these 

discoveries at once, without exaqtly any pretence to the gift of 

prophecy. At length too I really found a small spring under 

the hollow trunk of a tree, and was, as you may easily conceive, 

del^hted. ^ 

At Wiburg, after I had arranged every thing with the police^ 
I betook myself to the Italian inn. There was nobody at home 
but a little girl about siy years old, who first looked fearfully at 
me, than sobbed, and at length cried outright. ^^ There's nobody 
at home," said she. " My father 's at Petersbjirgh, my 
mother s gone out — ^you must not stay here." Heaven knows 
what a horrid cast of countenance ( must have! The same thing has 
often happened to me, and on this occasion the more kindly I thouglit 
that I looked at the girl, the more loudly she cried. At length 
1 calmly laid my knapsack on the billiard-room, and . waited 
the event. The lamentations of the little girl now brought a 
taller one, a kind of waiter, who at my request immediately 
sliewed me into a tolerable apartment. This, after my three days 
pilgrimage without any convenience, was agreeable enough f 
for from Pergola to Wiburg the only place worthy of being galled 
a village is Krasno Selo, not the same tluough which 1 passed 
in going to Moscow, though bearing a- similar name. The rest 
of the road is thinly strewed with solitary huts. As 1 entered 
Krasno Selo towards evening, the whole village was in alarm and 
uproar, not exactly arising from a revolution, but from the 
appearance of a bear in the neighbourhood, Every one seized 
his gun, or spear^ or pole to welcome the shaggy guest. 
Two soldiers persuaded me to accompany them a few 
▼ersts further to Nowa Derebna (New Village) and at the 
small public house there I really found a room, which was light and 
pleasant for Finland. ' In Esthonia such a place would have been 
a rural Louvre. After 1 had treated the soldiers with an omelet^ 
I quietly laid myself down to rest under a sheep's-skin coverlid, 
which I found there upon a mattress, as I supposed for my use. I 
could not allure myself from interruption ^ for the people here 
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rfre very patriarclial, and have no locks to their doors. 1 liad 
riept afewhours sonndly a^Vay, when a fellow jogged me, gently 
Enough I allow, considering that he was a Finn. " What do 
you want, friend ?" demanded 1 in Russian. ** To sleep here/' 
ti'as his answer. '^ But I am already sleeping here/' returned I. 
* But this is my bed," said the man. What was to be done f 
We made a fair and friendly agreement to share the materials 
of which the bed was composed. I left him the mattrsss^ took 
the sheep's-skin, and quartered myself in another corner of the 
room on the floor, after 1 had properly bound ray ears 
gainst the hostile tarakans. The tarakan is the northern 
tarantula, a kind of insect much dreaded — that is to say by the 
beau mdnde, for the common man cares but Kttle about it. 
A larger species of them is called Prussaky or Prussians ; and 
the good folks are firmly convinced they were brought from 
that country to this by the army during the Seven Years' War* 
The stories on this subject are ridiculous and entertsdning 
enough. The next moninig I had nothing but silver to pay my 
bill with ; and my old hostess would not change a ruble without 
ft discotmt which reduced it to eighteen copekes ; and I being 
ao good-natured as to submit, she at length gave me only ten> 
trith the assurance that slie had no more copper, and that ft 
iTible here passed universally for no more than fifteen copekes. 
I w^s glad of that, even- if the beldam told a falsehood, which 
I do not doubt. The emperor Paul endeavoured to carry bis point, 
by rigorous ukases, and paper gradually . became of less 
^alue. The emperor Alexander lets the matter take- its owi!i 
course, and now it only sustains a loss of twenty-five per 
cent. At Mosco^v and in its neighbourhood but httle paper i» 
to be seen, and silver is almost universal; but paper is on the 
stame footing there as at Petersburgh. 1 am surprised at the mode 
in which the copper coinage is conducted in Russia. Such fe 
the valoe of it that great trouble is every where necessary to 
prevent the coppersmiths melting it down again. It might bt 
sold to greater advantage than it is coined. The motive fcfr 
iracb conduct 1 can by no means comprehend. Perhaps 
copper IB so cheap in some of the coinage-towlls deeper in the 
empire, that it is thought but reasonable to issue it as Kt 
"present. 

I had not yet risen at Wiburg the next raorinng, when M* 
Tappe, professor of the newly established gj'mnasium, eal)ed ta 
take nde home with him. As 1 had purpoi^ed to remaia a feif 
days in Wiburg for the sake of my feet, which were sore from 
the eflfects of heat and exercise^ 1 with pleasure accepted hi» 
invitation^ and fixed my abode with a brother in Apoib* 
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Wibufg^ which wa8 formerly almost qttite composed of wooden 
.buildings^ has been, since the last conflagration^ almost entirely 
rebuilt with stone, and has a neat appearance. It is plea- 
santly situated, the country agreeable on every side, and to me par- 
ticularly so for furnishing good spring water. The entrance td 
the town from the sea must be attended with some difficulty; but 
the hiSven is on that account the more secure. The trade of this 
place has materially decreased since the crown limited the felling 
of timber and sawing of deals. This restriction, however, seems 
to be requisite; for I saw but few good timber-trees on my jour- 
ney. The present are small a^d weak. But the principal com^ 
plaint made with respect to the prohibition, and one which seems 
to be not without foundation, is that every one is obliged to pay 
4he full mill-duty, though at most places no deals are allowed to be 
cut. I'bere is at Wihi^g a peculiar branch of trade, which I ac- 
knowledge to be productive towards the finances of the country, 
though 1 caanot think it ultimately consonant with state-economy^ 
any more than the cultivation of tobacco^ I allude here to Ci* 
chory, which tlie 'Prussian consul M. Hartmann has, if I am not 
mistaken, cultivated for some time to a great extent, and derived^ 
considerable prdSit from the sale of the nubstitute fbr coffee made 
of it. I am not sure that this should be preferred to the growth 
of grain ^nd potatoes, enpecialiy as a want of bread is here 
common,, and arable land not vpry abundant. 

llie richest literary' man by profession on the continent of 
Europe, is probably -the poet and rhetorician Nicola^ who has 
removed hither from Petersburgh, to enjoy the age of repose a^ 
philosophically as ^possible. Monrepos, an estate not far from the 
^ates of the towri, which belongs to hhn, and at which he resides> 
JS one of the sweetest little places in the whole North. Nature 
appears to have m^e it a fairy residence for sonve beneficent 
^spirit; and the present' possessor has for several f^ears been 
adding to its charms. He lives there M'ith northern liberality, 
and ei^oys the < regard of the whole neighbourhood. It isnp 
trifling pleasure to hear such a man converse on the literary and 
political occurrences of the North. 

Fr6m this place I took a trip to see tlie waterfall at Imatra, 
where the Woi^ for the lengdi of half a verst, in some parts 
dreadfully steep, forces his passage through a narrow bed of gra^ 
uite. The appearance is unique in its kind, and made a noise 
more slunuing than I experienced either at Schaffhausen or 
Terni, though the water was at this time low. The Woxa is 
here somewhat broader than ^e £lbe at Aussig. The Saima, 
from which the Woxa and som^ branches of the Kymen pro- 
ceed, i&A medium between lake and river, studded with many 
groupies of picturesque islets, which mak^^au appearance, es*-. 
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pecially near Wiliftanstrand, not inferior to a Switzerland dia- 
trict. Its source has not jet been correctly ascertained^ but it h 
said to be in the most northern part of Norway. The water is 
uncommonly clear and pure, but quite soft like that of the Neva—-' 
ho wonder, for it helps, through the Ladoga, to form the Neva. 
There are several waterfalls lower down, where it discharges it- 
self into the Ladoga; but none of the same consequence as that 
atlmatra. I staid all night with my companion M. PtirgoM of 
the Wiburg Gymnasium, a young man of much talent, on the 
banks of the river not far from the water-fall, and returned next 
day by Wilmanstrand. 

All the towns in Russian Finland are fortified, by which the 
country assumes throughout a warlike appearance-^^perhaps 
more so than is desirable. The Finlanders, when compared 
vith their brethren in origin the Esthonians ot^ the other side 
of the gulph, are an open, polished, worthy nation, whose cha* 
racteristic is^ however, not the most determined energy. The 
whole country has rather lost than gained since the Russians took 
possession of it, a phaenomenon easily to be accounted for. 
Nevertheless, a d^ee of culture and personal comfort prevails 
here, which is in vain sought for in the country near the Dwina . 
and £mbach. The peasant there will probably gain little by ibe 
regulations apparently for their good, and really so intended— 
here, he is in danger of every day losing more. Of the despotism 
and oppression practised by the imperial agents, and those pos* 
sessed of power, revolting examples are every where related. 
Catharine the Second always suspected the Finland peasantry of 
an attachm^t to Sweden. This is not surprising, when they 
are thus delivered up to oppression. In Sweden humanity 
prevails, and all ^oes well — here they rule with the.whip, and all 
goes ill. For mstance, a boor not long ago vras unable 
to obtain a trifling cessation of labour, though he only 
wanted to bury his father. It is hardly possible to 
trample more shamefully on the rights of human nature. Thus 
'little can a prince effect^ who is himself the genius of bene- 
volence. 

Ilerc at Sippoia I am standing on the point of a rock, and 
surveying in the vale beneath me four small lakes, whose banks 
are "Surrounded with hamlets, meadows, and fields of waving 
corn. 

Finland is one enormous bed of granite, intersected here and 
there by beautiful and cultivated vsdlies. This, I am told, is the 
general description of country to the Gulph of Bothnia; only 
that the Swedes are, from political and moral causes, more orders 
-{y and diligent. The country all round diis place abouads with 
fruits af different kinds, some known, some otherwise.- Auioiq^ 
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tbe latter are the above mentioned Mamurami, a sort of small 
red berry^ which are famed for their aromatic flavour> are esteem- 
ed as the northern ananas, and are in great demand among the 
epicures of the metropolis. They grow no nearer to it than here 
and in Siberia; and the Russians distinguish them by the hame of 
Knaschniky, or Prince's berries. You will understand, therefore^ 
that they are something more than common bramble-berries, to 
which, however, they in other respects belong. My host, M. D'ahn, 
counsellor of state, and inspector of schools in the district of 
Friederichsham, aAriendly and very intelligent man, does every 
thing possible to make his guest satisfied — and truly satisfied 
be is. 

Tomorrow I again take my pilgrim's st^, and trudge by 
Friederichsham to New Kymengorod — then further by Aberfors 
to Abo and Upsal, in order that 1 may at least see the saloon 
in which .Linnaeus delivered his lectures » 

I shall bring our friend Werner of Freyberg a piece of red 
Finland quarz, which is esteemed a curiosity here. Whether it 
be really so, the cognoscenti must determine. The governor- 
general Meyendorf, whose lady was treated, during her visit to 
our country, with the attention due to her merits, has sent it as 9, 
testimony of his respect and gratitude, and iutends to add some 
other rarities of this country. ' 

I am at present studying the Swedish language with attentioft, 
diat it may assist me in my tour through that kingdom. 
Towards the end of October at furthest 1 hope again to see my 
native country, which after all is a pleasant little nook of land. 
Friendship and greeting ! 
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Abo, 5th August 1805. 

JL ha V£ been in a melancholy mood lately— how it happened 
1 hardly know, es^cept that I looked too often back upon my past 
experience and forward to future prospects. The Swedes 
are by no means to blame, for 1 am thus' far much pleased with 
them, and really believe that if I were rich, I should employ 
some years in travelling among them. 

Let me connect the thread of my wanderings. From Sippola 
1 returned to the main road at Friederichsham, and after a good 
meal pursued my way on foot. It appears to me as if all the 
towns in Russian Finland were in a sinking rather than a 
rismg state, without ike* country-parts gaining any thing 
thereby, a certain sign that there is something wrong in 
the management of affairs, In Sweden, to the joy of 
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every honest man> the contrary is the case. Slaveiy and a property 
established in human flesh are the mildew> in which every 
thing withers^ and through which only troublesome and noxious, 
insects are produced. The country, whidi has been t^gv 
hastily cOQfipareB with Switzerland, is universally pleasant^ ,and X 
have not met with a single spot where the idea occurred to me^ 
*^ This is dismal— -I should not like to live here \* which has beea 
the case in some parts of Germany. 

A few versts from the fortified town of Kyroengorod, a large 
arm of the Kymen produces a fine waterfall, when the river, in si 
very romantic situation, not far from a church, rushes through 
three fissiu*es in the rock to- a depth of several fathoms. The sur* 
rounding scenery is truly picturesque, and in Switzerland the 
place would be celebrated. At Kvmengorod the citadeb and 
military works are in a state of considerable forwardness; hut the 
town itself is very little iinprove<). It can. only be said that a 
beginning is made in this respect. On the other side oi die 
vater more has been done. The situation of the citadel ap-; 
pears,. however, to me rather extraordinary; for not far from it 
Is a high rock, from which it may be not a little annoyed; and 
this eminence itself is, from the nature of its neighbourhood, not 
very tenable^ But if the town will but flourish, the citadel may 
be easily spared; and the best defence at all times consists ia 
brave fellows, who are ready to defend their country with the 
bayonet in the field. 

A youiig officer of the garrison, who was taking a walk, 
joined me near the river, and civilly asked me whence I was come^^ 
and whither I was going. My appearance and speech probably 
both struck him as foreign;^ for I speak the Russian language ill, 
and that of Finland not at all. The same was his case as to 
French and German. - One word, however, produced another, 
and 1 asked whether Suchtein was yet arrived. He did not 
even know that he was coming ; but I assured him that I knew it 
ifrom his o^n lips at Petersburgh, and further that M. Zagel of 
Wiburg bad engaged accommodations for him at that place. 
The young man looked oddly at my knapsack, when he heard m^ 
talk so familiarly of Suchtein and Meyendorf, tind examined me, 
but with perfect politeness, about my travels. I gave him a 
sketch of my present intended tour towards home by way of 
Stockholm, and he took £i hasty but friendly dep&rtore, probably 
to acquaint his colonel with the approach of his coiiimanding 
pfScer, for whom I suppose no preparations bad been made 
beyond Wiburg. 

It was near sun-set when I sauntered pa^ Kymengorrod. The 
public house there had not an inviting appearance, and I 
continued to proceed onward in hope of finding a. better, till ( 
beard to itiy no sniall embarrassment that the next was twenty 
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versts distant. It liad been rather late when 1 left Fiiefiericb»- 
ham/ 1 was .then tired, and was naturally growing inore so. The 
-wood grew thicker, and the scenery wilder. The beat had been 
oppressive alT day, and my feet began to refuse their oflice. I 
vf2LS hintgry^ and the provender in my knapsack was at im end. 
1 had been glad to meet from time to time with a little tolerable 
inater. As I could not reach any house, and proceeded wiili 
difficulty, I at length turned on one side into the wood, and laid 
myself quietly down to rest on a blocjc of granite not far from the 
road. The sky'above me \va** beautiful ; only that on tbis account 
the air was somewhat cold, as is usual there at niglit.^ In the 
!North a man travels without fear of man, whi^h cannot be said 
of that holy land Italy^ I had therefore nothing to be afraid of 
but wolves^ which even in summer sometimes wander out of tlie- 
thickets in search of prey. My want of sleep was, however, 
stronger than my fear of wolves ; and I enjoyed a profound re- 
pose of several hours till awaked by the cold. I now }>ut myself 
again in motion on the road, soon met with an honest Finlander, 
who served me with as good a breakfast as his house would afford^ 
fliid cheerfully pursued my way to Aberfors. 

1 had a letter of introduction froin Governor-general Mey- 
endorf to the Russian colonel commandant at this place, who 
consequently gave me a very friendly reception. 7^hi3, however, 
did not exempt me from a very minute investigation at the 
custom-house, where every thing was scrutinized even to my 
Aristophanes. 1 had changed my Russian paper for Swedish at 
ifriedericbsham ; and here 1 received Swedish paper schilliugs for 
sixty copekes in Russian silver. At the custom-house I met 
with a clergyman of Russian Finland who was about to pass tlie 
boundary, and invited me to take a seat in his droschke. 
<< Facnndns. tomes in via pro vehicuh" snys. some old author. 
Here both were offered; I therefore stepped into his machine, 
and drove with him to Low isa, the first Swedish towp. 1 had 
designed to examine the last verst-post very minutely ; for it i$ 
reckoned a monument of the last war, and is said to contain an 
immense number of balls. The most' are stated to be on the 
j^wedish side, as a proof that the Swedes shot with a better aim, 
the battle having raged with greatest fury near this verst-post. 
Our conversation, however, drove the war and its perishal)le 
monunient quite out of ray recollection. The Kymen or rattier 
the arm of the Kymen has there again two arms, between which 
lies a small island, forming the boundary of the two monarchies. 
The Questionis bridge is therefore a double one. That over the 
northern arm belongs to the Russians, the other to the Swedes. 
ISone of the parties must extend his post beyond his own 
t^ii^lge. The Sw'^d^s, however, did tliis during the last disputes 
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which soon ripened into a war. The people here! are very happy 
in the idea that the Kymen produces the finest salmon in the 
world. I took leave of Russia with a grateful heart ; but I entered 
Sweden in high spirits. 

The moment a person has passed the bridge every things 
assumes a more cheerful lively appearance. I always look 
upon the country as a criterion by which to estimate tlie state 
of society dwelling there, and no wh^re can tne traveller be more 
taken by the outward appearance, than in Sweden, particularly 
when leaving this part of Russia. 

' Tliere' arises a singular sensation in my mind when I think of 
Russia. ' To a certainty no land can produce better men as 
individuals than are to be found in every part of this enormous 
empire. No where does the government do more for the im- 
provement of the provinces, yet no where is so little effected as 
to humanization, justice, and improvement of the mind. The 
radical evil is, that the general principle by which the whole nation 
is' actuated has its basis in slavery. There is in Russia no 
middling class of society; but only wealth and penury, mag- 
nificence and wretchedness. The spring is niad^ from one to the 
other; sometimes you me^t with both together, but very seldom 
with domestic comfort. These are the consequences of slavery. 
In Petersburgh and Moscow it is not uncommon for a grandee to 
have two pr three hundred servants in his house, and be served 
.so much the worse for it; which always reminds me of a 
French duke who went to call upon a poet, and found him in a 
very bad humour. " My God, what's the matter ?" demanded the 
duke. " My servant is a scoundrel,'* grumbled the poet. ** I 
have but that one, and I believe that I am as ill waited upon ag 
you who have thirty.' 

The more servants there arfe in any establishment, the greater 
disorder will prevail. Such people^ become in Russia quite unfit 
for any other more serious employment, and hence from this class 
spring the greatest number of knaves and villains. Amongjhem 
prevails the greatest subtilty and depravity of mind ; the most wit, 
and the least s,ense. Wer^ the probability of rational freedom, 
and then the hope of regular support greater, matters might be in 
a better state; but for such people a release from their pbligations 
is a rarity. They, therefore^ make amends for their situation by 
vicious practices, and their masters are not backward in setting th^ 
example. How great the hardship of such regulations are, 
1 have had opportunities of ascertaining. Take an example. A 
young man possesses a genius as an artist. He studies and vi^rks 
by permission of his master with the best success, so that* he be* 
comes known to the public at large as a man of merit, and even 
to the emperor himself. It is natural for such a person to wish 
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thatbe had ain independeiit right over himsel f ; but that i» im possible. 
His master^ on the contrary^'with whom he may have had some 
little differeDce, orders him out upon his estate to bard labour^ 
^vhich the poor fellow has long forgotten^ or perhaps never learnt. 
Here no interference can be of service-to the unfortunate artist. 
The monarch himself is too upright to infringe what are called 
legal rights of the proprietors. The young man must perhaps load 
manure in the court under the steward's scourge; or at least he may 
be obliged to do this, according to these established privileges. A 
man of humsbity had a commission to make a "private offer of 
fifteen thousand rubles for his release; for the owner would not 
make a present of him. even to the etnperor. The emperor^ it was 
saidj wished to make a present of bini to the academy. In thisi 
anecdote the only thing consonant with resason is the great libe- 
rality of die Russian monarchy to which^ however, the prejudices of 
the narrators would have given a truly slavish turn. In reality^ 
the emperor wished to give him {i situation in tlie academy^ but not 
to naake a gift of him to tiiat institution. I would inflict death on 
the.raan, who attempted to make a present of nie, or I would 
inflict d«ath on myself ; but this is a aentiment unknowir to ond 
who never in bJA life dared ti) fancy a personal ownership^. 

I remember that [ once, under the impression of enthusiastic 
philanthropy, endeavoured for several hours to persuade old 
General Igelstroem at Ple$ko\v, that cultivation would tie.sex 
obtain a permanent footing till personal freedom was absolutely 
establiidied by law. The old general allowed this; but asked how 
it was to be brought about. That is really a difficult question. 
The slavery of the Russian boors has only been introduced some 
centuries> I forget under which czar, and then not legally but 
by abuse* A dangerous disease infested the country, accom- 
paniedfey famine^ and every one endeavoured to escape destruc- 
ttonr by flight. <A prbvisional temporary regulation was, there- 
•fore, limde that, no boor should leave the estate on which he 
worked. Tbb temporary fegulation was by abuse continued. 
A beast of prey is not likely to resign the victim already secured 
by his talons. The slavery of the Russians, however, has uevei» 
been so heavy, or oppressive as that vvhi^h prevails in the adjoin- 
ing provinces, -Livonia, Esthonia and Finland. Courland was 
not in a better .situation undisr the Poles, and all are now alike. 
Whete slavery is legalized, justice is out of the question, and no 
civilization can take place. Let, no one qi^ote the Greeks and 
Romans on this occasion. Heaven defend us from, their infa^ 
mous freedom! Compared with that, even the feudal, system 
was rational; and <Spaji'tacus ha^ giveq a dreadful commentary 
upon it. If I were a German peasant with six sonsj and had ue 
other prospect for them but even on go(^d. conditions to make 
them Russian peasants^ by every gacred viitue I would .slioot th^ 
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tbotigh I aoQj nevertheless^ certain tiiat no gold and oo eartbly 
honours could ever influence any of i»y opinions. 

For several days past the object of universal conversation 
has been the incorporation of Genoa and the recall of the 
an^assador, who was going to Paris for tbe purpose of adjusting 
the di^fMites. This will probably be the prologue to another 
ti^edy. The conduct of the French is a natural consequence 
of their kaowing their own strength and the weakness of their 
neighbours. Justice is out of the question. In national arr:uige^ 
tnents she is seldom consulted, and is complaisant enough to 
look wherever the bayonets point. One thing, howevsw, pleases 
me. 1 he Corsican has royally avenged his' native island on 
her modem and ancient oppressors ; and so wretched is the 
spirit of' the tiipes that all this must be considered as an act 
w favour. 

^' Le peuple n'est rienpcuir qai le salt in^aer.'' * 

• 

Bonaparte proves tbe truth of his position by his o\rif 
€xa0i{»le ; ar great example truly> aiKi one which oarries vvit|i 
it a severe rebuke on the human unqjcreiaiiding. /^ I shall 
give you to such or such a prince/' is the answer which he is saicl 
to have made to th^ humble representation of the depu^s of 
tbe free imperial cities of Germany. Never was such contooipl 
exhibited towards the nation and its prince^. The donor^ the 
receivers, and those who are given away, all stand in a peculiar 
light. On this occasion a passage in Plutarch occtn-s to me, 
where Metellus tlie tribune of the people is described to 
have placed himself before die doors of tbe Treasury, whei| 
Cesar wanted to make use of its contents towards his war 
against the senate. The -patriot positively refused to , quit 
his station, till the followers of Cesar tore him from it« 
*' Reflect," said Cesar to him, " that it will be much mom difiicuU 
for me to say than to do what is harsh." I^o dp any thii^g 
harsh towards a man, was an euphemism of tJie day, n>eaning th§ 
axe of the iictor, or the dagger of the assassin. 1 could not avoid ai^ 
involuntary parallel. Harsh words do not seem to be so difiicult to 
Bonaparte. I admire him as a really great man; but it is 
impossible that I can love him ; for I neither think him liberal, 
nor just. He has in his^ own person destroyed the finest idei^ 
ever formed by my imagination ; and I am prowi enough to believe 
that my speculations are not the idle dreams of a romantic brain, 
Fate has given him t\v o naraes^ the one {>repo8sessing, the other 
terrible. JJe bore the prepossessing one during his hetter days; 
he has now laid it aside, and retained the terrible one. But the 
eternity of Bonaparte the Preserver will, ip deflance of tlic^ 
astonishment excited by grandeur, b§ better and more desirable 
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Aan ^t of Napoleon the Destroyer* For my own part^ I 
shall prefer retaining the former name. Terror shall not dwell 
in my dOul«— I willingly resign the terrible one to the diplomatists* 



•— '-•Wi*W 



LETTER VI. 

SiPPOLA, 28M Jm^, 1805. 

J. WILL here bet my excellent piece of salmon out of the Woxa, 
and a whole basket full of Mamurami^ that you do not know in 
what part of th^ world Sippola lies ; and neither Biisching^ nor 
Schlozer, nor Gaspari can assist you. Observe, then, Sippola 
is a neat little villf^ge in the northern paradise of the Laplanders, 
Russian Finland, situated out of the road, somewhat to the north^ 
between Wil manstrand, and Fk'iederichsham. I have not measured 
the longitude and latitude of it, and can, therefore, only say of it 
that excellent berries grow there, that the corn still waves 
its high tops, and that the poetic wanderer might still cut here 
a good oaten reed for a pastoral pipe; which is probably more 
than you expect in the vicinity of the Laplanders. 

Of the theatres at Petersburgh I saw none but the Italian, 
which is prebabiy the best. There was a singer in the company^ ' 
whose equal I never heard. ' He is said, however, to receive 
an annual salary of fourteen thousand rubles ; and for such a 
sum ^ little clearness, strength, and compass of voice may be 
expected. I did not go to the German theatre, because all my 
friends agreed in stating that very indifferent pieces were very 
indiiFerently performed there. Mire lost the management by his 
own want of conduct ; and something better is expected from 
his successor, who is described as a man of taste and knowledge* 
I did not see the Russian company, because I was first here, then 
there, and always let the time pass. I am now somewhat sorry 
that this was the case ; for the performers are, I understand, 
excellent mimics, and act several national pieces with much life 
pnd spirit. 

On my departure, M . Pi«Bow kindly presented me with some 
correctives of bad water, and a party accompanied me in several 
carriages as far ^as Pergola, where with a mingled and peculiar 
sensation I spent the last evening with my friends resident in that, 
country. I am always fancying that I have long since settled 
accounts with that unknown something — the heart ; yet the sprite 
|s every moment playing me some trick or otl)er. The beautifui 
little exhibition of fireworks, with which some officers quartered 
Iiere con^plimented (he generaf on \ii» birtfa^day, helped me 
ihroitgh the sadxeQections of the last -bvurs. Who knows whether 
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The Best daj I went to Ulby, where I had ati ex^eraUe ditmer 
and an excellent bed. Balance one against the other, and aii waii 
well enough. 

Bot^o is esteemed a town 'of consequence in Swedit^ Finland, 
has a Gymnasium, und carries on some trade by a river, which is 
thus iarnarigable for small craft. From that place to Helnng- 
fors, I found it excessively hot, much more so than 1 experienced 
near iEtua, and in Lombardy. The inns were at a great dii^tafkre 
from each otiier, and by no means good. They looked neat atid 
inviting, but in general nothing was to be obtuned at them ex- 
cept very sour beer, very coarse bread, and very bad' butter. 
These irnis were the post-houses, and I observed that they 
werte not kept by very conscientious people, for the posting 
charge was frecjuently added to my essences, i suppose the 
good Swedes thought me an eccentric kind of pharecter, who 
ought to pay for his whims. The Swedish miles are extremely 
long, and the charge for posting is not heavy. The traveller pro- 
ceeds with great rapidity, and only with a single horse when alone 
and unincumbered with luggage as 1 was. 1 therefore seated my^ 
aelf in a carriole, first to escape the heat, secondly to expedite my 
journey, and thirdly because it cost me no more but perpaps lew 
than if 1 walked. In Italy probably these reasons would not have 
all. had their force, j^t Helsingfore the landlord speaks Gennan, 
and keeps a very good inn. At Swensky I even met with a pos- 
tillion M'ho understood my native tongue, and had often been on 
board of ship to Reval. Near Mialbosta, ibeare are several 
very fine situations upon a lake, with some country-houses. 

Near Sahlo, the valley, through which lies the road, opens to a 
considerable width, and exhibits many very small but neatly buik 
villages, and for the first time again two cluirches. The barley 
grows here to such a height and so luxuriously that I never saw it, 
finer unless in Catania near to JEtna. Wheat too had already 
reached such perfection near Abo, that I put a few large eara 
into my pocket-book as a memento. But the most welcome 
Bight to me was the number of hazel-trees> which 1 hei^ beheld 
again, for the first time. £very nioment increased my pleasure^ 
and my high opinioti of the economical society at Abo* The 
Swedes are poor, very poor. A man may travel many miles 
without seeing a single copper c6tn. Nothing but paper is to be 
met with even for the most trifling sum. But the Swede appears 
not to feel his poverty, (iis house is large, light, and convenient. 
' Ju Esthonia ^nd Livonia a chimney, a^ 1 have told you, is but 
seldom to be seen — here many a. farm-house boasts four, five 
pi SIX, and is furnished with good out- buildings. The Swedish 
piup is ch^fi|l ai)d cleaa in hi^ dress ; his app^aranoe be<k>kea< 
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'Sirengtb and uKtependetice. The women one in general tall 904 
landsomely formed ; often indeed they are very beautifuli partis 
cuiarly iu the country, where the light national habit g^ves thera 
ahnoat a Grecian appearance. Should you enter one of their 
neat cleanly houses, which are generally painted, r^d, Joiu will 
certainly not find the best larder in the world $ but all th/B inhabit 
tante seem so satisfied with the little they have, so cheerful^ 4a 
friendly^ and so ready to share their humble fare with you, that i| 
must be one of over-refined notions who does not feel happy 
^amoQgtbem. 

The night before I reached Abo^ 1 slept at Wista^ a pleasant 
village^ with a chufch in it. The innkeeper was a superannuated 
lieutenant) who spoke German tolerably well, conversed at large 
and intelligently enough upon politics^ and served up a frugal re« 
past with much taste. When 1 wanted to pay my bill on the fol-* 
lowing motning, five schillings* were due to me in chaise for a 
note ; and the old oian had not so much coin in his whole house^ 
carefully as he examined every chest vmd cabinet. 1 remarked 
that it was of. ito consequence^ and that he need not think 0f the 
trifle; but the honour of a soldier here interfered^ and he insisted; 
upon every thing being regubrly iiettled« I then proposed that 
be should give the five schillins» to the postillion^ instead, of my- 
paying him. He looked me fuU in the/ace^ and asked how muc^ 
I gave the fellow. " Why, generally," answered I, '^ three or« 
four schillings* according to the leng|;b of the stage — this once I 
nitay as M'ell give five." . ^* With, your permission/' returned he^ 
*^ you act very wrongly, and spoil the fellows entirely. You ought 
not to give moce than a schilling." : He then went to a neighbour^ 
brought me the money, and requested as a favour that I woulc) 
not, at all events,. give the postillioa more than a couple of schilf* 
lings^ which I promised, and so far performed that X added the 
other two as a. reward for good driving. This sum is considered 
as the ne plus ultra of generosity, for which every postillion ia 
your humble servant down to the ground. In reality they aret 
«ot allowed by law to ask for any thing, which to me appeal^ 
hard; but indeed the whole regulations of posting want a re:? 
form. What a diiference, however, in the above respect, between 
Sweden and Germany ! The law with us has, by fixing half a 
guilder for drink-money, included liberality, and only wished the 
traveller not to have the power of being ungenerous ; but by pay* 
ing this sum, or a somewhat ki-ger,. no traveller will now thinly 
^hat he may be at ease either with respect to his carriage or his 
neck; for he must be a. bad posuUioa who, if out of humouTi 
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eould Hot coi^trive to damage some part of your equipage tdtfic^ 
amount df a few dollars. I have myself been present^ when half 
a dollar was presented to a postillion. '' What's this f ' asked the * 

fellow in a grumbling half-intelligible tone. ** That's yourdrink* f 

tnoney.** The fellow pulled a long fiice, and said with all the 
blessed rudeness of the new school: '^ Does an honest man give 
an honest postillion such a paltry thing as this ? Shabby enough !'' 
Such civilizes as these you may experience by the half dozen 
between Dresden and Naumburg. For a SM'edish recompence 
you there travel a Swedish mile in the hour ;, and yet in our native 
land I have sometimes been seven hours in craMihig over three 
Saxon miles. 

Every Swede has here his own plantation of tobacco near his 
house, and in 4he vicinity of Abo, acres are ruinously devoted 
t» the cultivation of this noxious weed. Even at home I 
cannot rid myself of an unpleasant sensation, when I see whole 
£elds planted with it, and perceive the stupifying stench of this ve« 
getable poison. ' Should famine overtake us, and the com maga- 
zines be thrown open^ they will be fonnd full of diiai abominable 
acrid herb. 

Abo contains, as I am assured, twelve thousand inhahatants, 
which I do not think an exaggerated statement. The number 
of students at the university amount to about three hundred; but 
as it happened to be vacation-time, and few professors being 
in town, i was not able to hear a lecture. The new academic 
buildings just behind the cathedral, wilt do honour to the town^ 
even if they should not be so magnificent as the Swedes assert 
they will be; for according to their account the academy at 
/ Petersburgh dwindfes into a hovel, when compared with them. 
The most remarkable circumstance is(, thrt the pillars of 
granite are each formed from a single block, are finely 
proportioned, and beautifuHy finished. Still tiiey are not 
equal to the pillars of the Petersburgh Summer-garden^ or 
those of the New Bank erected by the emperor Paul. Never- 
theless, the working of granite in this way is still rare 
among the Swedes, though at Petersburgh nothing is more com- 
mon. 

Af Abo I took up my abode with our countryman Seipel 
of Butzbach, who does not, however, keep the only auberge 
in the place, as Acerbi asserts, for another was mentioned to ' 
me. His may, perhaps, be the best, though but indifferently 
provided. Abo can, however, boast one curious particular, 
namely, that dfere is but one barber in the whole town, as our' 
countryman the landlord assured me; and this solitary sha- 
ver being in the country, I had no resource but to torture myself, 
with my own misemble razors* 
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'Tlie river Aunjocky is composed of bad water, and is ntvi* 
gaJiie lor larger vessels as higbas the brieve, above which llhere 
a.re only small boats.' Yocky or Tyocky signifies in the lan^ 
guage of tlie Finns a river, so that with the additional name of 
wAttJ^a, it sounds quite romantic. Sitch is also the case with the 
Keniiyocky near Torneo. Ymi perceive that the language 
of the Finns is not witho%it its graces. It is, as L am 
'told, the original, of wliich those spoken in Lapland and 
JEsthonia are only dialects. No wonder, therefore, that the 
Lironians have met with their language in the interior of Asia* 

The old casde on the Aura, at a short distance frofn (he town, 
is no£ of moch consequence. The Swedish military too speak 
very li^Uly o£ it. Near it and under cover lies a part of the 
fiotiUa, which so much annoyed the i^ssiaus in the l^t war. 
These vessels were probably better than those of the Russians 
only^ ioasnnich a« they Mere manned by better seamen ; for the 
manning of the Russian fleet partake^ of the general and funda- 
mental disadvantages arising from want of personal freedom. 

Swedish Finland is stated to have at piesent a. population of 
sixty thousand more souls than it had twenty years ago ; and this^ 
in so la,rge a tract of land, is not impi^obable^ ior in every part of 
it the country is so highly cultivated^ that I have seen nothing 
equid to it in Germany, Italy, or France, asno extent, taking into 
account ttie difficulties which it was necessary to surmount. 
Barky, rye, wbestf , peas an4flax had sdl an exceediug hes|lthy ap- 
pearance. The hemp alone was, in proportion to the rest, 
small and thin. The system of manuring pursued there is eK«' 
cellent. 1 must, however, observe that every one in Sweden 
speaks of this year's crops as most abundant. 1 never (elt so 
much respect for human industry aa during this tour. In some 
places the good people are obliged to remove whole hills of 
granite with incredible labour, before they can commit theii; seed 
to the ground. And surely they may feel to have atchieved 
a noble victor}', when the sides of the hills are covered 
with . Waving corn, and only here and there an invincible 
f>oint of rock juts but of the remunerating crop. Such sights are 
numerous in Sweden, more in one province than the rest. 

Finland is considered, from its industrious exertions, as the 
corn-magazine of the surrounding provinces ; and the high sta- 
tion which it holds in the universal estimation of the kingdom, 
may lie gathered Trom the circumstance of all paper currency 
having its value stamped upon it in the language of the Finns. 

My window here gives me a view iqto the garden, and near' 
me stands a fine large apple tree, the sight of which afforded 
me at first much pleasure. In all Petersburgh, 1 saw but a 
single spor on which a few apple-trees were growing, and this 
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. tree uncommon in Russian Finland; but in. spite of my stricrt 
cb^ervation^ i li^d never seen another oak-leaf till 1 arrived 
here, JJirches and alders were the usual trees, and it was ne^r 
Abo that 1 first again saw hasel-bushes. So much the more 
was 1 now gratified by the appearance of the oaks, wbidi 
grow in the v.cinity of Grisiileham numerously, and appear to 
be in a thriving state. 

At JEdingen, a ^ stage between Grissl^bam and Upsal, pre- 
parations were made to c(rive me directly tt) the; latter place, 
for which shorr distance no less than six rixrd^llars were demun* 
ded. The real fare did not amount to one* .1 referred the 
extortioners to the post-book, in which I had written my name ; 
and insisted that I would pay no more than the regular charge qf 
twelve schillings a mile. I'he people persisted in their demand, 
and told a long stoiy of a Russian courier, who b^d travelled at 
an exceeding slow pace, gone a great way round, and paid an 
amazing sum. Ttiey seemed further to think that he was perhaps 
a spy. I could not thoroughly understand them ; for I am only 
acquainted with the Swedish language in a triflhig degree, which 
they spoke with great rapidity, and probably not in the be»t 
diiilect. I tqok mykpapsack, which I had already buckled to 
tl)e currioh, threw it hastily on my back, and reputed that 
I wo^ld pay no niore than the regular fare. At length they 
consented to proceed for this; but 1 was already in motion, and 
told them 1 wo\il(l npt' now step into the ca^^riage at ftU. They 
scratched their heads, and I walked s^wf^y. 

T had journied on for several hours, when I began tq csdculate 
that I could not re^ch Upsal op foot, much as 1 wished \%. 
1 therefore stepped into a house pot f^r froip ^he road, which I 
tpok for an inn, where 1 related my story, ^ncl i^ked for horsea. 
It was, however, a private country-hoqse. Th? principal 
inhabitants were four ladies, of whom two understood a little 
French ; to which language 1 had recourse, in conaequence of 
finding that I could not proceed wi(h my narrative in Swedish. 
They promised that 1 should be supplied with (loraes, though 
it was not an inn, and treated (n^ with some refreshment, 
particularly goo^ beer, an article which I had not met with 
since I left Friederichsham. It was, however, very late before 
the horses arrivf d> and I ^ntere^ Upsal b^ ^^ light of th^ 
moon at midnight. 

Upsal bears a great pame and is a small town, probably 
not larger than our Lutzen, \i'here the benefactor of Upsal 
lost his life. Busser of Linkoping has« I understand, written 
a copious volume on this httle place. The cathedral is so large 
that it would almost contain the population of half a Swedish 
province, llie monument of Lip^iaeus is humbly hidden in it ) 
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^r it occupies so retired a comer, that 1 twice wetit ob purpose to 
see it without attainiog my object. I saw, in lieu of it, a multi- 
tude of inscriptious to the memory of great and little meh, 
\K'ho created no interest in my mind. The most remarkable 
xnonument to me was that of Count Stenbock, who exercised 
iJie rights of war with loo much rigour at Altona, for which be 
ajfterwards did no short penance at Copenhagen. I felt 9s if 
my friend Stenbock, of Warsaw, was looking at me, so striking 
was the likeness. ^ 

The next day I visited Thunberg, who lives at his coiintry- 
hoMse^hot far from the town, and he had the goodness himsdif 
to show me the new botanic garden. The gentry at Palermo 
told me, when I was there, that they had taken the model of 
their botanic lecture-room from the l^innean saloon at Upsal. 
If this be true, they have made many alterations ; for neither the 
new nor the old lecture-room of Laimaeus much reseulblo the oQe 
at Pfilcrmo. The new botanic edifice here consists of a front 
with pillars towards the garden, and two wings. In the body 
of the building is the lecture-room, and in the wings the 
museum, as well as the warm apartments for the plantis. 
The professor, top, has a very good house in it. The pillars 
^re of Gottenbiirg sand-stone — granite would surely have been 
better. The lower part of the walls has been beautifully begun 
with square blocks of granite, but the superstructure is unhewn 
and rpugh, which has a bad effect with respect both to solidity 
and beauty. 

The Museum principally contains articles which Thunberg 
collected during his travels, and presented to the Academy ; 
90 that they will not, like Linnaeus*s collection, find their way 
to a foreign country. For a private man, ThunbergV was cer- 
tainly a rich and extensive collection, and there are many rari- 
ti(?s. What most attracted my attention, were three large gazeHs* 
from Africa, a cassowary, a little African buffalo, and a sma)L 
very rare kind of spoon-bill. The garden is of considerable 
extent, and in good order. 

You will easily suppose that I also visited the library, in 
which the only remarkable work that I looked for was the one 
cailled " Tbe silver Manuscript of "Ulphilas*" 1 bad it in Ay 
hands, and turned over the leaves without understanding a syllable 
of their contents. This circumstance alone will prove to yoit 
thi^t it caunot.be so much torn and so ill used as the Is^e Kiitttier 
d^^ri!)e» it ; for it was delivered without hesitation into the' hands 
of a stranger. But few. leaves have suffered so much as to b«/ 
in an illegible state. I own that I know nothing of the iificrhk. 
N,ext it stands Edward Lyn's edition ; and perhfaps the fine one of 
wr countryman will likewise find its way bitner. The history df the, 



•N 



74 ssumb's toub. 

» ^ 

hook, and the circumstance from wliich it acquired ttie name 
of thie silver manuscript is knonn to you ; it would> therefore^ 
be tedious to describe it. — I pass over the other curiosities of 
the librai7y except the toilet-table, which the city of Augburg, 
I believe, presented to young Christina* The artists, M'ho 

S raise the moderate productions of our times, Ought to see it. 
I', Samuel Torner,. the librarian, is a civil well-informed 
man ; and after we had for a considerable time talked French, 
interlarded now and tiien with a little English, I discovered that 
he understood German, which he proved by writing for me as a 
token of remembrance a couplet fiom Haller vyith perfect 
correctness. 

In my room here at Upsal hung the portraits of Biornstahl, 
Stenbock, and Linnaeus, charmingly, executed by Bemigeroth ; 
and the Siegwart heroes of mournful memory, wretchedly 
pourtrayed — Von fiumburg del. Schleich sculp. 

I one day took a walk to Alt-Upsal, or Old-Upsal, which 
lies about an hour's saunter from the new tovvn. This was the 
residence of the antient headien kings, and two hillocks are yet 
pointed out as containing their remains. This is probable 
enough, as they have all the appearance of barrows. The 
present churdi is said to be not only the oldest in Sweden, 
but to have been built in the remote heathen ages. Some pious 
fanatics date its erection immediately after the flood, and would 
go still further back, if the Bible would allow it. Strabo at 
least, 1 was told, hardly mentioned it. That may be, for ought 
I know. But Tacitus says; of the ancient Germans, /of whom 
the inhabitants of this coast probably, then formed a part$ 
" Caterum nee cehibere parietibus deos, nee in ullam hu- 
mani oris specjiem assimildrif ex magnitude calestiym putant^* 
Tlie rest of this subject Heave to your investigation. I hardly 
believe that i have written so much Latin daring the last tea 
years. 
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Ifvould certainly never allow such a stigma to rest on their 
Athenseam, but would rather publish whole volumes of conjec- 
tures and conclusions. 1 asked further what was the name of 
' j the river, which flows past the place, and was answered, the 

Sale. iJpsal is therefore derived naturally enough from Upon 
^ the Sale. We looked into some authors, and F perceived with 
pleasure that Nordbeck had already pointed out my canje€Jtur& 
as the most rational. . 

The road from Upsal to Stockholm is uncommonly pleasant, 
sometimes on the Malar, at others through a most romantic 
country. The vilbges in Swedeu are small. In inany places 
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ottly a few hpuses are to be seen together, aud sometimes ^uly 
a sii^le one, as the soil will allow. This, however, gives the coun- 
try, a cheerful appearance. Indeed, the neatness altogether, of the 
Swedish peasant's economy is beyond the conception of our 
countrymen. 

Stockholm is not improperly called the paradise of the 
IM^orth, if the beautiful disposition of the whole landscape be 
taken into the account. Indeed, in a strict sense of the word,, it 
sbould not, perhaps, be called a city ; for hardly any where do we 
pisrceive any signs of enclosure, and almost every M'here enjoy 
an open proNpect. Stockholm is one of the pleasautest places { , 
lisi^e seen,, and if the Malar could have the Ariio*s sun, this 
city would be more like Elysium than Florence is. I am not 
happy in descriptions of this kind; so } will not make the 
attempt. You may read a very good one in Kiittner's Travels. 
^cerbi states that he was fond of standing on the bridge befoi e 
the castle. It is certainly a fine view ; but I always seek high 
sftoatiops. To me, therefore, no point was s3 alluring aa a 
garden dear ^t. Catherine's church, on the other side of the lake, 
belonging to ;a tavern, and called Mosebuk, or the Mount 
of Moses. Jn this situation the whole extensive scene lies 
stretched before you — the upper and lower part of the Malar, 
with all the bustle by water and by land. The landlord of this 
tavern is famed for brewing different sorts of liquor from fruits^ 
which are here nmch admired. I ordered a bottle of raspberry- 
beer; but found it so strong that 1 could scarcely drink it ; 
indeed 1 do not remember to have ever tasted so strong a beve- 
rage of this description. I only drink to qiiench my thirst, and 
leave these preparations for epicurean palates. 
, Sergei is quite well again ; at least as well as a man of his 
age can expect to be. I did not call on him, because I could 
not suppose that he would feel any pleasure in being disturbed 
by a total stranger like myself ; though I was afterwards assured 
that I should have foufid a very friendly reception. His 
statue of Gustavus the Third is finished, and a Frenc^iman is 
now' gilding and polishing it. The Frenchman himself was 
highly polished indeed, and I wish Sergei may take care that the 
statue be not too much so. The work does honour to the artist, 
and will have a very good appearance opposite^ the fine pyramid 
in the large square behind the palace, where a pedestal is already 
erected for it/ 1 am in general no admirer of a mixture of the an- 
tique and modern. At Berlin it has a very unpleasant effect in 
William's Place^ but on^ this occasion it is extremely welt 
managed. The Syiredish costume is, indeed, more favourable 
to the artist than the German. 

The finest buildings in Stockholm, next to the king's palace, are 
{he opera-house and the mansion of tl^e princess opposite to itf 
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The statue of Oustaviu Adolptiiis in the squstre between thent 
loses its effect from the colossal medallions of bis miliisCerH 
and generals beFow it. The boof.of the king's horse seeras to 
be almost in the act of striking the minister's bead, a spec- 
tacle which is as repugnant to my feelings as the slaves formerly 
under the statne of Louis at Paris, and on the bridge over the 
Spree at Berlin. Are men so base and abandoned, that tliej 
can f >rm no idea of greatness, without a degradation of their na - 
ture ( For my part, I cannot conceive how the former can exist 
with the latter. At the steps of the palace belotiging to the 
princess are four pillars of granite, which in point of polish are 
probabiy not to be surpassed either in Sweden or elsewhere. 
Some of the bridges and gates of this city already ^how 
that the Swedes are both £^ble and willing to work this granite. 
In Petersburgh, however, the art is better understood. The tife^ 
academy at Abo and these pillars at Stockholm are the best ^pe* 
c'mens of it, which I have observed in Sweden ; but they are not 
to be compared with the Herculean labours of the same kind at 
Petersburgh. 

At the opera-house, the whole unfortunate inasqrerae W'aa 
^escribed to me, in which the late king lost his life. The 
apartment is rather small, hnd if Aiikerstrdem h^d Hot been so 
imprudent as to use those particular pistols, he would hardly have 
been discovered among the crowds of attendants and confederates. 
This edifice, like the MichaelofF palace on the Neva, inspires 
a peculiar sensation, while the nxind reflects that two men, of 
whom their cohtieniporaries formed a very different dpiriioii, 
^^ach erected the theatre where the closing ti^gical scette of his;, 
life was acted. The small room was interesting to nie, ih Which 
Gustavus, during his last moments, gave directions with fii*m 
composure for the maintenance of a political estabfishtaerit. 
Whether this will prove beneficial to his kingdom and his bt^n fkt 
mily, is still very uncertain. A good king can nevfer havie too4aiich 
power ; a bad one has too much even in the most limited govenimcttt: 
The road through the P^i-k td the baths, and back oii the 
other side of the water, is as romantic as can be hnaginfed in 
Hfesperia. A large number of coutitry-hoUses are here to be 
seen, jimong whiqh thie seats of the Spatiish.,^ Englisli, and 
Klissian ambassadors are most conspicuous. Bi)t I no 16'ngfer 
looked at; all these erections of luxury, when I beheld Ihfe krge 
venerable paks, which here form a triily sacred grove. As d 
proof of his classic tastfe, the Spanish ambassador has felted d 
fine portion of theto, Jh oy-der to Build somethii^ tii6t verjr, 
beautiful on the spot. Will you credit itte ^hen 1 tell you tbttt i 
declined an invitiition to a ball in the Park; where I was tissured 
' ijiil I should see all the btKiu-riionde oT Swedett— At -e&st as 
much as can be sfecn in A^ust i Ihstekd of gdirig thither % 
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fir^t i^ndered among the rocks, and then pored Ovei* mj 
Aristophanes at home. What . concern have I with balb ? 
I neither dance, nor play at cards; and 1 am alread jconviaced 
that the men in Sweden are brare and poUte, ihe women beautiftil 
and anliable. 

A new undertaking here, and one of some cohsetjdence, if 

tYie working of porphyry of Feifdahl on the borders of Nortvay, 

^Fhe stone is of exquisite beauty, and the polish admirable, f 

understdild tliat a joint-stock company has undertaken the pro* 

aecution df this experiment, which is so far not exactly tvhat 

liiigbt be wished, as it is to be feared that the prices may 

in conseqn^ce become too high. Orders, however, hiaj 

now bb sent from foreign countries with a drawing of the 

articles ^'atited; and these are executed at a stipulated rate, and 

in an excellent style of workmanship. As far as my knowledge 

extends, prophyry is very rare in £urope ; and if this tredsiire 

be properly husbanded, it may be of great advantage to SUeden. 

The articles do not yet assume that elegance and lightness as to 

form which is obtained by practice ; but the well-known taste 

of the Swedes in theHrts will soon bring this to'per('e(5tion; and 

the discovery is worthy of the attention of all Northern Europe. 

The superintendatit 6f the undertaking is M. Hjelm, directbr 

df the mint, a man, who bears the character of possessing axi 

extehsive kno^^led^ and refined Uiste. 

I must now telate to you a little story, which is rather 
humiliating to your humble servant. I have several times been 
^ Weims^r, And itiy friench there repeatedly wished to introduce 
me to that charming poetess Imhof. But when 1 am taking my 
walks, my dress is seldom such as is proper for the palaces of 
princes, where she then resided. I therefore had never secrt 
her. Hfere, on the lake of !Miilar, I was, of conrsfei less 
particular with respect to the formalities of dress ; and as I heard 
that she lived at Msirienburg, I took a bbat and was rowed dver^ 
i Was ditiected to a house, where I delivered itiy card, and 
i^i^tted a minute. A civil young lady noiv appeared^ and 9aid tb 
^ tl^e with perfect mzivete, in a tone by no means unfriendly, btit 
without funher prefkce, " I never heard your name in my life.* 
Tliis Was cfertainly not pleasant to me. ** Have 1 the hoaour^^ 
HSked I, " to J»ee mddain von Hell^ ijj; f" " My sister is ill,"repli€!ii 
the lady, " mnd yod cannot see ber." '' 1 am sorry for it," observed 
1. '^ If," eomitraed she, *^ you will cill agam in a week, it 
mav possibly be the case." " Tlrat I caimot/' ailswered I, She 
thi^gged her ^i^tddens^~l iiiVf^iitarily ifnitated her a tittle, 
?wd cteparted. 

This is aiWays my fate wll^n I <^6mpd myself to be vantlir 
^ohte. Ah I atn Iftre^ tlboQgfat 1, ft isa daty which l4>we to tba 
Qerman Muse and iny own ta^te to see tl^e lady, who pre8ente4 
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U8 with the lovely Sisters of Lesbos. — Well, well ! when a ibas 
has done bis duty^ he may proceed quietly ; and console 
himself. ^' I never heard. your name iu my life/' were the 
words which sounded in my ear for several minutes after I 
had stepped into the boat. Yet if my vanity had been very much 
mortified by the circumstance, 1 should probably not have related 
it; for except my Mephistophiles from Stockholm, no one 
heard it^ and he did not understand the German language. [ 
had just ceased to moralize on the subject when my bo.;t-women 
(for the gondoliers are here principally females) brought up at the 
customhouse, and announced that they had nothing on board 
liable to pay duty; a regulation, which appears to me very 
nnnecessary, as goods may be smuggled into Stockholm at a 
hundred comers, and no one wotdd think of bringing them up 
the Malar. 

The inhabitants of Stockholm do not speak much of their 
king ; but jcomplaiuts are made here and there that he is not 
sufficiently affable, and evinces an evident prejudice against the 
capital. If this be true, His Majesty certainly does not quite 
understand what is to his own advantage ; for in my opinion the 
citizens of Stockholm are a good-natured race of people, 
whose affections it would be easy to acquire. Other circumstances, 
however, should be considered. The present king, when the 
fatal catastrophe befel his father, was at an age when occurrences 
operate more powerfully on the nerves and sensations than on the 
miderstanding. Tlie aptitude for impression on both these by 
any remarkable event still remains, without the understanding 
being able to gain a firmer superiority, especially. M'hea 
a restless desire of action is confined within narrow 
limits. 

Drotningholm pleased me better than Haga, not because it is 
larger or more splendid, but because I think the situation near 
the lake finer and more healthy. The gardens are very extensive, 
but not well laid out. There are even many contemptible lit- 
tle ornaments and playthings. Neglect is every where visible. 
Haga is in a lovely retired situation, but it cannot be favourable 
to health, for I observed in the water near it a number^ of bog- " 
plants, and the foundation of the building is very littfe higher 
than the surface of the lake. The window is, of course, 
still secretly xhown to all strangers, at which the confederates 
watched for several days previous to the catastrophe of the 
redoubts, in order to execute th^ir object. 

The Swedish military pleased me better than any other. • The 
men are well fed and well clothed, have a commanding appear^ 
ance and evince great skill.- The uniform of the officers js 
grand and proper, uot like the qew-fashioQed cut of the Russimi 
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and Prussian army, which always makes the oflGlcer appear to 
me like Poverty personified^ or at the best gives him the air of 
an opera dancer, not to mention itn bad effects on health ; for 
exposure of the os sacrun is, in the opinion of many medical 
me;n, often the cause of colds, cholic, fevers, gout, and a whole 
legion of complaints. Fortunately, matters have not proceeded 
so far with the common soldier, who is more properly clothed. > 
The objection which 1 have to the present Russian breeches is 
that they do not cover the top of the boot, and consequently do 
not protect the foot from coarse sand and small stones, a matter 
of great importance during a march. The emperor seems not to 
have thought of this, when he annulled the regulations of 
Potemkin, by which the foot was properly secured. 

The Swedes are much dissatisfied with Acerbi'sTour ; biit do 
not deny that it contains many truths and is written with spirit. 
During my little excursion i have had opportunities of discovering 
several inaccuracies,, with which he has never been publicly 
charged. It must, nevertheless, be allowed^ that he has made 
much of his time, and that it is wonderfid he had not fallen 
into more errors, when one reflects on tlie limited period^ during 
which be made his observations. 

We often complain that the Swedes know so little of German 
literature. It is a question whether we are better versed in 
their's. With scientific subjects, they are certainly acquainted^ 
9i soon ^s any work of consequence appears in any nation ; 
they are, indeed, frequently before us. But, who can expect, 
them to know the ephemeral productions of all our poets and 
romance-writers, the principal interest of which, wheh there 
18 any, caA only be felt by the German nation ; 1 have, however, 
neen translations from the German in various parts of the country^ 
among which were particularly Lafontaine's novels. I heard 
an anecdote here of Leopold the secretary of state. He was 
at the play when the Stranger, translated from Kotzebue, was 
performed. The secretary is himself known to the nation as a 
good poet, and rigid critic. He* cursed and railed at Kotzebue 
. during the performance with uncommon violence, yet at 
intervals the tears gushed from his eyes, when a pathetic passage 
occurred. '* What a contradiction,'* said a friend to him, " at 
one moment to censure, at the next to weep !" '* It is no con- 
tradiction," answered Leopold, *' 1 condemn the whole — I shed 
tears at solitary parts. Several of th^se are excellent — yet the 
whole is bad." 

. Someof our countrymen detained me here longer than I intended. 
In Reyer the Saxon charge'^ -affaires I found an old uni- 
versity acquaintance ; and it was natural that we sl^ould cele- 
brate on the Malar the recollection of many pleasant hours 
passed on the Pkisse. 
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KJJS Ihe 17tb inst. I left Stockholm^ and oo the 25th crossed 
Ae Sound to this place. You perceive, therefore, that I have 
neither travelled very rapidly, nor much the reverse. My tour 
through Sweden is probably the pleasantest of my life, i wish, 
kowever, that the inns afforded rather better fore« This is of 
|io great consequence to me ; but to some it would be otherwise. 
The journey may, indeed, be so regulated as to make meab 
oidy at towu«; but by this mode the enjoyment of the country 
ifi inaterially abridged ; and the country bsureiy far preferable to 
the town. 

Ou the first day I had determined to readi Nykoeping, 
which 1 effected, but at a late hour. It was not a veiy early fme, 
when I drove out of Stockholm ; 1 was detained here and Uiere ; 
I found the road pleasant, and took my time. Eleven Swedish 
miletr constitute a tolerable day's jouiney, so that it was midnight 
when 1 reached my destination. Every one at the inn was 
asleep, except the ostler, who offered to forward me immediately, 
but 1 wanted to sleep here ; for it had rained heavily iu the 
coarse of the evening, and 1 was \Yet. 1 should have liked to 
pursue my way on foot through the night, but to sit in wet 
clothes and a cold wind did not suit me. On foot i could not 
4t*preaent proceed; as I had at Stockholm taken change of some 
learningy which weighed thirty pounds, for Mr. Ulrich^ of 
^orkoeping* and (his it would be impossible for me to carry, 
in addition to my knapsack. 1 entered the porch — 1 knocked 
w4 shouted at the door, assisted by my postillion — no one awoke 
— no one beaid us. I threw, tlierefore, my luggage on the 
^tone^floory.fKmverted it, as well as I could, iiito a pillow, and 
)»y down to tt»X ; for to think of eating was now out of the 
^uesti^tt/ though I was hungry. In JKykoepiug, the night air, 
«yeo 4m tbe 1^7lh of August, feels raiher cool, especially when 
« penon lies on a stone floor in wet clothes ; so that 1 aw<^ 
shuddering and uncomfortable. Besides this, I bad some 
JICMge neii^'bours, who' uttered tones of a very peculiar kbd; 
^ that I wts for a long time conjecturing what species gf 
jBiBifll tbgy could beloi^ to. When! nv>Yed> they seemed «« 
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if plik:ing theihselves on ttie defensive. I conjectured whether 
thej tiiigbt be parrots, or giiinea-pigs, or squirrels ; but at 
b^eak of day I discorer^d them to be two cats, who had been 
{>kiymg theif gambols. You must make allowances for my igtici* 
ranci?. Tn my secluded dwelling 1 have never kept any living crea- 
ture, and have ih particular no predilection for a cat. I now begaa 
to make a noise in earnest ; this at length waked a kind of hostess, 
who, however, told me I could have nothing at that house, 
but might find accommodation at one opposite. I wenl 
thither; knocked, was welcomed, and ordered breakfast, l<i 
make amends for my want of supper. Why did not the block- 
head of "a postillion bring me hither at first ! Here 1 should have 
been comfortable. 

After I had warmed and refreshed myself sufficiently, 1 
resigned iny seat m the carriole^ and made a short day's journey 
to Ndrkoeping, \vhe*;e 1 staid the next two days, because — 1 liked 
it ; that is, I iiked it very much ; for had 1 staid at every place 
which pleased me during my lour, 1 should have found a want 
both of time and cash. 

The situation of Norkoeping must appear very beautiful td 
any one, who is not come from Stockholm. The Motala (as 1 
believe the river is called which flows through the town) has t, 
rety pleasai>t effect from its forming several considerable water- 
falls eveil in the town itself. Below it iS navigable for pretty largje 
three-masted vessels, and shifpbuilding seems to be carried oh 
to serine extent. Here is to be found the first district of any 
Extent, which, after leaving Upsal, an inhabitant of a level country 
^oidd call a plain, fiut when we speak of a plain iti Sweden, 
fio reference must be made to those of Liegnitz, Lutzeti or 
Chalons. Even in the immediate neighbourhood of Norkoe- 
ping, there are gende ascents, and at the distance of a few mileS, 
hills are visible. In fact, the waterfalls prove that there is no 
dead flat here^ This town formerly had considerable tnanii- 
factdries of copper articles ; but they have been on the decline 
fo^ sortie time. 

The Bath at Himmelsdalund is a pleasant walk not far froth 
the town, where one easily satisfied . will meet with more en- 
joyment df nature and life than he hopes for, and wher^the more 
refined thay also't^e gratified. 

The Society here is polished and well informed — it must bd 
0ifi^tied, indeed, that in no country is universal cultivation to b^ 
Hlore tnet with thian in Sweden. M. Uirich, to whom 1 delivered 
ttie package df learning whibh 1 had brought from Stockholm, 
Received itle ifi^ith generous hospitality, and shewed me every ci- 
vility Which I tould h^ve expected from A ffeUoW^tfoyhtryman. 

•sfeirMfe.] L 
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In bis company I becante acquainted with M. lindabl^ a man 
\vho wouId> frorn his extensive knowledge and liberal sentiments, 
be an honour to any nation. Being a man of property, and 
having no family^ be retired from the mercantile concern^ in whi/ch 
he hadsucceededbis fatherland made several tours through vanou9 
parts of Europe, in th^ course of whidi he becante personally ac*!' 
quainted with the most learned men of Germany and France. 
He now leadis a life of lettered ease, and in his house, which is 
(conducted upon an excellent and hospitable scale, literary trea* 
sures are to be found, which are but very seldom met with in th^ 
collection of a private man, and more seldom stilly when 
that private man has beeVi a merchant. He has the best 
publications upon all subjects connected with the arts; and h« 
himself possesses a collection of engraved portraits, amounting 
to twenty thousand. In history and philosophy too he is tole-* 
rably rich. Among his rare books are some, which we in 
vain look for among the greater collections. He shewed us two 
copies of the Koran beautifully written ; a printed and a manu- 
script copy of the excommunicated work Detribus Impostoribus, 
Puringmyshort examination of it, I did not observe any thing 
particular. At all events it was not the old original copy, 
belonging to the emperor Frederick the £d. Bayle's book con* 
tains quite as much heresy, with keener and more ' forcible argu* 
ment. I also here met with a very rare Swedish catechism, by 
one bishop Emporagrius vou Strenguas, which denies the wife to 
possess any personal right, and counts her among the furniture 
and moveables of her husband. You may easily suppose that 
such a publication was prohibited and burnt. His other raritied 
I have forgotten; but his liberal sentiments afforded me. great 
satisfaction. He knew our native country and our German lite- 
rature better than many a German professor, / 

Should you ever visit Norkoeping, I can i^ every respect 
recommend the great iun kept by M. Liideke. The accommo- 
dation and fare arjg good; the charges for tliem are reasonable. 
But who can answer how long it will remain so f for in aothitig 
are changes more rapid and remarkable, than in governments 
and inns. 

The road from Norkoeping to Jonkoeping by Linkoeping and 
Grenna is fine throughout, and in somje parts beaitttifully romantic. 
The cultivation of the soil on every side is smiling and exemplary. 
Near Bankeberg I could at one time se^ six villages with churches^ 
and at Oestad two churches stodd within gunshot of each other^ 
which in Sweden vVould hardly be expected. Near Miblby tha^ 
country is uncommonly fertile. A river flows through it from the 
hills on the right. Every countenance glistened with satisfaction and 
cheerfulness— every thing seemed to breath activity ,apd dili- 
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gence. Near Linkoeping I s^w some young women with facei^ 
than which Raphael's fancy, in his happiest moments, coUld not 
have formed more beautiful. At fvumla I stepped into a 
Carriote, which for slightness and craziness perhaps never had it^ 
equal. The vehicle called a Carriole, has only two whpels; and 
the one on my side was not circular, but in the form of a spheroid. 
Fancy to yourself how pleasant it must be to drive in such a ma- 
chine on rocky roads. The motion was almost as bad as that ot 
the Telege in Russia, and made every one of my ribs ache grie- 
vously. I must, however, do the Swedes the justice to confess 
that I met with but few of these bad carriages. Tlie Swedish 
postillions have, however, an unaccountable custom. ,The roads 
are good, and in general tolerably smooth ; yet cpn it not be ex- 
pected biit that here and there loose stones will be lying, some 
large, others small. Over all these stones every Swedish postillion 
seems determined to drive, and never ihisses them. Probably 
every wheel is intended to supply the place of a rammer, iand ul- 
timately to force these stones into the road. This is, to be sure, 
not very pleasant to the traveller, or to the owner of the vehicle. 
In our country a very different practice is pursued, and with a ve^y 
bad efftxt ; for no sooner is a road repaired than a heavy wagr 
gon forces ruts iiito it, which are strictly followed by every vt^heet 
that afterwards passes, aud thus the road is soon completely 
f uined. " He can't drive in the ruts," is a proverb among German 
boors to signify a stupid fellow. All I can say is that I wish 
no one could drive in the ruts. We should then have good roads, 
and be able to keep them good. 

In Sweden the roads seldom show the deep marks of wheels: 
but 1 grant that such heavy w aggons do not pass over them, aii 
in the neighbourhood of Leipzig. ' , 

When the traveller has passed for about an hour in Swer 
den through wild masses of granite he is often agreeably 
surprised by a little laughing paradise at once opening to hi$ 
view. ' . 

From Osjo, Holkaberg and Grenna quite to Jonkoeping, the 
countless ahd often romantic windings of the Wenner lake ar6 
ever in view. 

, In Grenna I again found very fine cherries for the first time, 
which 1 much enjoyed. They were certainly not quite so good 
as at Lodi ; but when a person has Just crossed the ^Gulph of 
Bothnia, he is not quite so fastidfous as when he has for a month 
before revelled in the charms of nature near Mount Etna. 

From Grenna past Raby to Jonkoeping it is pleasant to pro- 
ceed by watery and the hills on the right have a very picturesque 
effect. At Jonkoeping, which- is a very neat little town on tht 
Wenner lake, the agreeable Country is closed, and the U^velkt 
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now proci^ed^ fpf several st?iges surrounded bj wild forests ^nd 
^oods, jBi|( he^e too industry of every kind has effected what 
nature at first s^erped to deny. 

Ne^r StocJ^boIm the harvest w^s begun^ and I bad observed 
groupes of reapers fro{u time to time on the whole way to Jon- 
Koeping; but pow they ceased, fn some districts betAvcen Nor- 
koeping ^pd l^jfikoeping I saw corn of a height and strength, 
vhijcfi Jbefpre had no conception of. Not far from JonLoeping» 
1 stepped, into a cpro (ield, ^vhich was by no means the best that 
} had pbservpd, and without further search pulled up astern, whichi 
produced ten sounij ears. An eleventh, which was,sickly, I threvir 
away, because i% sepmed to contain but few sound grains. The 
least "pf these ears contained forty-six, pnd the best fifty-eight 
grains; ^nd the produce of the N\bole sttm was five hundred wad 
four. I also found several single ears of corn, containing sixty- 
$jix gtains. • It appears to me that this is ;^t least equal to our pro- 
duce ; but I am not farmer enough to speak decisively on the 
point. 

JJarnarp, Byarem, SkilJingaryd, Klafshult are the stages by w hicl| 
I proceeded fropj Jonkoepino[; they are all rather sterile, and 
covered yvjth wood- As far as Skillingaryd I _was conveyed and 
l.ccomp^nieLd by Dr. Gothilander of Joukoepiug. Vamarno 
and IVjip iirp again jfgreeable stages; the latter place is con- 
tii{W^>us to a lake of considerable extent; but on the whole, pic- 
turesque and beautiful country may be said to cease till you pass, 
Qver the biH^ to Schrxien. Nevertheless, even the wild acclivi- 
ties themselves sometimes discover between them Small portions of 
laud, ^ wbi<;b ti>e situation and soil have yielded to perse%'eriug 
}ndu^tfyv Jn my whole tour through Sweden I have no where 
seen such awilderaessas fromPlanina toAdlcrsberg inCarinthia, 
, . Wovild you believe it? I aliuQst think that I am beginning to 
fpel syo^ptoms of sentimentality in my old age. I have been a few 
pqnQs Ju 'action. I have seen several comrades fall before me and 
at my side, and yet I found no particular emotion under the left 
])ii^toQ-hole« At present, as I was passing between Markaryd 
f^d JFsgerbuIt ^boiit sun-set, I again beheld the leaf of tlie 
beech, involuntarily I fell upon the bank close to it, and kissed 
tbe )eaf, find hid py face in the thicket. I even believe that a 
$£^r started ii?to my eye. There must be in this something pf tlie 
duki^ pairiajiifnifsyihichm^kesihe Laplander discontented with 
l).juiib^rg)). if no oaks and beeclies grow in paradise, I shall 
certainly uQtJoug peq^ain thece. In the neighbourhood of Fa- 
gerhi^tj ^ip beecheii were in such perfection as is hardly to be wit- 
lie^sed. even in pur Thuringia woods, 'i'hat portion of Schonen^ 
(hfOMgh wbici}. 1 p^ssed^ is far from being so beautifgl as others 
^srrwd j^ joe^ or indeed as the proviuce ^Itogi^tlier. Tovi ards 
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Afalmoe aod {^^ipdit poudt be better and rQore fertile* Tk^rt^ 
^T^ bpw^y^i'y certainly some ri^f) vipwsnear a river, tbenqwof 
which has escaped nie; bpt on iipproacliing witliin^a fpw mAes of 
Helsingborgy the cuhivation is far inferior to that above, lli^r^ 
8«tem^ indt^<id, to be seme bindrauces occasioned by moisture; 
e^t'it neyertheless appears to m^, ibs^t more might and pqght to 
be ck>ne. > \ 

The king vcas just coming \Yith his suite from th/e neighbourii(g 
l^ath^ a^ I entered Il^kii^glx^rg; and an officer of his escprf 
con)iQan()ed pay po^uilion fruii) ^ (rousiderable distance, tq ji)ake 
way iu a voice of thunder^ as if b.^d been commanding at \p9f^ 
^ pouple of bat^abens. - 

Of a)l tlje towns wbi^cb I bad seen in Sweden, Hel^ngbo^. 
^ppe^red to have the least attractioiis, t^l though it ^s np^ ^^U^ 
ueglepted by nature |n consequence of an agr^emept betweisd 
tbe two nations, there are on the Svvedish side no fortiifipations 
yifh^tnyfif. The pid castle b^ a telegraph; biit 1 know not with 
what point it coqiHiuiucatea — probably towards Maluioe, ap4 
th^D further on ihecQasf. APi^i^bi sa^^s that h^e only s^w onp t^ 
legrapb, which w^s at Grissleham y but they are to be mist with 
iu v^riops places; and not unfrequeutly m the islands of X\}e 
pulph of oqibnia, which cpnyey intelligence to, and r.epeive i% 
fcon) Finland. It would be absurd to have such a macbiii^ 
^t Grissleham only, for it would be impossible tp communicats' 
thereby witb tb^ co^st of Finland. On the Finland sidi^ 
Igr^pt that i saw ipne; but tb^y 9rQ probably nearer to the 
sea. 

For a boat over' the Sound I ^a^ obliged to pay four Swediftii 
dollars and a half; ^pdbad agaip the pleasure to spend^vehpurf 
in stormy weathpr on th^ yk'ater, thougii the passsj^e usuailj( doe? 
not ei^ceed thirty minutes* Neptuii^ se^ms to be univers^ally 
against me. . Even nay first voyage from the North Sea t9 
America, occjupied two and twenty \yeeks. 

It appears rather singular^ that a fixed opinion should still [^tjtr 
y^iJ of the possibility tjiat a fleet of any consequence coii^d be 
opposed with effect, if deterpiined on sailing through fhe ^oi^id* 
Various examples have jyroved tjiis conjecture to b.e ^'iUacious^ 
With a tolerablp wind not only lord Nelson, but any other rps^- 
. late Briton or ^atayian may pass with a squadron of tolerable 
strei)gth. Th^ width is considerable, and the balls from ^e , 
Banish batteries must have lost much of their force. Nothing 
can operate decisively against the passage, unless the shaUowjj 
gn the opposite ^Ide compel vessels to steer closer to the Da- 
h coast, whkh I dp not bebeye. Single meich^nt!^ 



vessels piay certainly be compelled tp bring to ; but thi.§ 19 ippre 
effecM by ^ gu^dsbips (bail by the batteii(&^ qa ^4n4, U 
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appears t6 me that one may sail as easily through the Sound 
with reference to opposition from the shore, as thl*ough th^ 
Straights of Messina. But seamen may* decide on this, who 
better know the depth of water. 

The Sound, both above and below, affords to the eye a sur- 
prising* and highly gratifying spectacle, from the number oiF 
vessels belonging to all nations^ and consisting of all sized, which 
are there collected. Helsiiigoer, or Klsineur with its old citadel^ 
ias certainly a better appearance than Helsingborg-; but then 
tlje Swedish coast on the right towards Gotlienburg^ possesses 
hifinitely more picturesque bej^uty. 

It is said to be a distance of five mik^ from the coast to* 
the capital; but Danish miles are vj^Ml 'kriowii to be rather 
9hort, and these are remarkably so. The road is good, xvbefr 
<Jompared with thdse of Germany ; biit only tolerable, if com- 
pared with those of Sweden. 

Tliere is, perhaps, no district in Europe, wbich affords so 
much pleading variety of cultivation, as fronl the Sound to thirf 
place. The villages and little tovvas are so fieat^ that they may 
vie with those of England. From the time* 1 left Schouen, the 
complaint of an uncommonly wet and cold season was universal; 
and the appearance of the crops was striking. Till I reached 
Jonkoeping, 1 found the peasantry busily employed in the harvest^^ 
At Schonen and here, no one had yet thought of it. The Cora' 
was still green, and every one alarmed on that account. 
' It was Sunday, and all the houses of entertainment were ful! 
of jocund guests, who enjoyed the holiday, according, to their 
different inclinations. On the road from Helsingoer to this place, 
there are several remarkably fine woods^of bcecb; and you know 
what pleasure the sight of a tree, so congenial to my native soil, 
always affords me. What first reminded me of the capital w^s, 
the large three-cornered place surrounded on every side by limes, 
where Struensee paid the forfeit of his inconsiderate folly — for 
who can decide when this becomes criminality ? 

If I should never again visit Sweden, the recollection of my 
to\ir will still afford me frequent satisfaction. It is the most 
polished and most pleasant of the northern countries. Amidst 
all the poverty, which can neither be denied nor concealed, there 
reigns universal regularity, and apparent comfort. In Sweden it 
is very rarely that you meet with men, whose looks and corpu- 
lence proclaim, that the chief object of their lives is practically 
to study the best system of digestion. 

The inhabitants are universally more industrious than in many 
other countries, particularly Gerniany and Russia: I regret that 
I coiild not see more of the northern provinces, aiid parti- 
cularly Daleearlia— a district of which the Swedes are justly* 



' \ 



A« V3EFUL flCQGBSTION. 



87 



' ao proud. My journey was confined to the direct road froni 
Aberfors to HeUingborg^ with the little deviation to, Upsal. 
1 traveUedy nevertbelessy a hundred and eighty German miles ; 
and not a single spot did 1 ^ee, of which I could say : '' This 
is dreary — 1 should not like to live here.'' In my whole 
tour through Sweden, J only met with a single l^eggar; and 
this was at Stockholm, on the bridge before the castle. Of 
what wealthy country can the same be said ? Among the Bri- 
tons, who buy and sell the world, the beggars almost form a 
regular guild. 

Tiie two greatest monumeuts of national exertion iu Sweden, 
Trolhiitta and Karlskrone, I unfortunately did not see ; but they 
are . so well known from the description of Kiittner, and other 
travellers, that you do not lose any thing. I was somewl^t 
sorry, I allow^ that tii^ie would not permit me to visit these 
two places. 

You must allow me to make an observation on a matter of rural 
ecpnoiny, which may, perhaps, not be unprofitable to our native 
country. KUttner has already remarked, that in Sweden there 
are machines in the fields and meadows which resemble large 
racks ; and on these hay and corn are dried when necessary. 
Kiittner speals of this as peculiar to Sweden; but similar pre- 
cautions are taken in Lithuania, Courland and Livonia, and in- 

; deed generally through the northern countries, where the wea- 
ther is not to be trusted. I have also observed them in North 
America, and I should be surprised if they are not used in- Scot- 
land* I also remember to have' seen them in the marshy pacts 

 of the Netherlands. Indeed, wherever wet is dreaded, duch 
precautions are very natural. Might one not go a step further, 
and arrange the matter in such a way, that every peasant should 
have a drying-place with this convenience immediately before 
hisliouse, so that be might avail himself of every moment which 
suited either for drying or stacking ? When it is not necessary, so ' 
much the better; but there are frequently harvests which 
demand such an arrangement — for instance the present one. 
Before the labourers have reached a distant field, turned over 
the hay, and prepared to load, the weather perhaps changes, and 
nothing further can be done. But were the article removed to 
the front of the labourer's dwelling, the whole family could 
wor)c whenever weather permitted, and stack imn>ediately. 
That this is attended with additional labour is evident ; but what 
will a person not do to save the fruits of the earth, and fodder for 
his cattle ? I remember, indeed, to have seen a few good farmers , 
pursue this practice in Germany, when necessity demanded it. 
: The cultivation of land by burping wood upon it, and using 
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ihe k^e9 ^i tnahuf «, is no Idtig^r §6 cofftfiFldA lii ^<ve4<t}, fls ifl 
livoilia fand liiB^mtf Finland. It is, nevertheless^ a practkfe^ 
\vhlcb is here and there to be ftiet viitb. The tre^s are Mled, 
the tmnis reihcjred for toore profitable purposes, and the re* 
mahicler burnt foY maiture. In Riissiah Fmbmd^ tke opeFatidft 
has ifometimes a dreadful af$peai*ance). I have seen seven of 
eight men ain) tvdm^n bkckefved By the smoker atid ha)f burnt 
fej the beat, wandering froih fire to fife ^\ih Urge poles, and 
cneouragiiig the biaee till ev^r^ p\^e of wood was cotisunied. 

In Sweden, as in many other places, a complaint is DiaJe of 
wood being scarce fdr fuel, add search has alreadjr been made for 
r(»dl, but hithi*t-to without iiinch sdcces^. In seVera) parts c^ 
Ihcf kingdom, the ihhies caiiiiot be wdfked for Wsint of ^06d. 
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Li^BECk, Sih SepiUmber^ 1805. 

jL TuLb the posfiilieuj as we entered Copenhageni that he 
niust take me to ^ good inn, where the people spoke ^ome other 
language as well as Daiilsh ; for I made btit very bad progress 
ill my iitudies. The fbrlher I peiletrated into Stveden, the less _ 
1 seemed to improve ; so that 1 at' length laid aside my Pepliers^ 
liegan to treat the mattier prflciically, and by the h^lp of English, 
managed to make myself tolerably under.*^tood. Just as I was 
beginning to murder the Swedish language in a more determined 
way, by attaining a kind of fiuency, ahd just as I had persuaded 
myself to- like their Knackabroe, I crossed the Sound. Thus it 
is with life^ itself — we are .hardly settled comfortably before we 
set sail. 

My postillion brought me, then, to the Royal Hotel, opposite 
the Old Castle, a.t Copenhagen. It was impossible, be said, to 
meet with better accomiriodaiion, and indeed, I was Satisfied^ 
The house, as you may suppo.se^ is managed in gredt stjlc^a 
The smart Wsiiters who came to the d6or> Rooked sbniewhat 
dubiously at me and my knapsatrk, as if to say that beither of \A 
had anj^ business here. For a man, whose appearailce does not 
hold forth favourable promise, is sure to mfeet with conttimpti 
He need not be either learned) or wise, or honest, if his ap» 
pearancd be bat prepossessing. , '' 

^^ Shew me a roon)," said I to the gazing Mephistophilest 
Aiy tone had a better effect than my figure. He very polkeiy 
took my knapsstck, and led me to an apartident> which 1 liked wej^ 
enough. The hotel is , certainly situated in one. of tlxe finest 
Iquures which the city can boast, and in these it is not deficient* 
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before tne on tbe canql a great degree of mercantile bustle ^re«r 
vailed— vessels taking in and delivering their various cargoes*^ 
On the opposite side, soldiers were at work among the ruins of 
the old pskce, and collecting from them materials for new 
buiidiogB. This is one of die largest and finest ruins that I e^^er 
' beheld; and would do honour to the taste of any age or nation,. 
I am of opinion that there is no other such buifding further to the* 
nortfa-^at least as far as I can judge from my dbservations in 
Russia and Sweden. 

The whole of Zealand and Copenhagen in particular^ lies 
very low. It is therefore not to be wondered at^ that 
foreigners make so many complaints about damp^ unhealtliy, 
rheumatic air. Marezoll, particular! j^ dwells on this ; and if I 
may Judge from my short residence there, which was towards 
die end of August too, 1 am much inclined to support bi», 
opinions; for even at that fine season of the year, above half the 
chys were gloomy and rainy. 

in, Copenhagen, a. German may fancy himself half at home^ 
I am not well qualifieclfor hunting after literary trifles, or collecting! 
mintite statistical particulars, you must excuse me then, if my 
information in thb respect be rather meagre. 1 was only once at the 
Royid Library. It is not rich, when compared with those of Paris, 
' Vienna, or Dresden ; but nevertheless, of some consequence. 
There was a large collection of duplicates laid aside, which were 
going to the new institutions in Russia. Moldenhawer was not 
present, and i heard, at several places, reflections on his literary 
egotism. It is well known that Suhm purchased the library left 
by Reiske, and presented it to the Royal one. Tb^e were 
some ^articles of considerable value in it; for instance, Golius 
with Reiske's notes — Rei^e's Dissei^tations on the Arabian 
Physicians, with many later remarks — an interleaved copy of 
Stobdsus, with manuscript remarks by Reiske. AU these lay 
for Bi^ny years in a corner without any notice being taken of them.^ 
At length th^ were put islo some order, but no one knows what 
is become of the Stobseos. It may readily be intagined that an 
interleaved book of Reiske, contains somediing remarkable, i 
am sorry for all this on Moldenhawer's account ; but 1 have 
good authority for what I state. 

An unfotmded complaint is, however, made againat the U« 
brary by some, wlio assert, that every thii^ >which is writt^ 
by foreigners, and particularly by Englishmen, against Denmark, 
is rarefuUy cooceakd. Hie truth, .as 1 am informed, is, that 
all llie wofl» on Danisfa history stand in the divisions of the 
upper gaHery. Whether it is a good method to lay the history 
of the cpitutry ao^ewhat aside, is another question. Of modern 
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M*orks there arc very few of any conseqaence, either in ttic 
arts, philology, or history. 

The Musaeum contains, besides a number of pleasing trifles^ 
many articles, which are of the greatest interest not only to 
Denmark, but to Germany. What a pity that the celebrated 
golden horns should have been so sbatnefully lost! As a proof of 
the clemency, which distinguishes the Danish government, the 
villain who stole and destroyed them, was not punished with 
death, but only sent to the house of correction. Of all the 
musaeums which I have seen, this js probably the Hchest and 
most instructing to a sti'ident of history. The antichamber is of 
^ greater importance than is supposed. It contains a collection of 
paintings, which are generally not much valued, but wh\ch pro- 
bably cannot be equalled in all the rest of Copenhagen. The 
paintings in the musasum itself have little beyond historical 
value, and are principally portraits from Margaret, down to 
the present reigning family. But in the antichamber there are 
several pieces of sterling merit> selected from among the best 
masters of the Italian schools. The inspector told me, in an- 
swer to my enquiries resf>ectiug three of them, that they were 
by Michael Angelo, Leonardo da Vinci, and Raphael. I am 
not connoisseur' sufficient to say, that he was positively rights 
but it is probable. The only one I have my doubts about, is 
that said to be by Leonardo da Vinci, as I do not perceive in it 
his usual . perfection, either in the drawing or colouring. But 
there are certainly others in the collection, which are classically 
Italian. I am told that there are more in the various royal castles 
and palaces of Zealand. It would, therefore, be perhaps better to 
bring all the good old pieces hither, ' or <;ollect them together in 
any other place. I neither saw Klasse's library, nor that of 
the university. The founder of the first was, as you probably 
knbw^ a man, who in every respect deserved the praise and 
gratitude of his native country, as well as the respect of every 
upright man in Europe. From the rank of an unknown private 
'man, he rose, through his own exertion and comprehensive 
geniu's m many sciences, (particularly mechanics and physics,) to a 
situation which gave him opportunities of becoming the bene- , 
factor of a great city. There is scarcely any public institution 
here, which has not enjoyed some portion of his bounty, and 
his name is every where mentioned with cordial reverence. 

One of the pleasantest excursions which I had was in a boat 
with Scheel, who, as city-physician, has the care of the quaran- 
tine. This is here regulated in a most excellent manner, and all 
the other northern ports place confidence in the investigation. 
Whatever is examined here, and found healthy, may pass any 
where ; and with respect to ships^ th^ have not been ^xamined^ 
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the regulations here adopted are copied at the other ports. 
Scfaeel is, in this respect, a^happy man; wherever he appears^ 
he seems to be the harbinger of freedom ; for, till his examination 
has taken place, of course, no one can go on shore. The Danes 
are at present^ probably next to the English, the most extensive 
navigators. Almost every day vessels arrive from all parts of the 
inrorld, ami principally Danish. Hence tlie luxuries of different 
countries crowd to the Sound, where they are fully enjoyed. A 
tartle feast, with the usual accompaniment of foreign wines^ is 
common among the merchants here. Cato would probably not 
have been very well .satisfied with such a meal ; but who will look 
among the favourite children of Mercury for frugahty ^ 

Masters of ships are continually bringing hither assortments 
of wild beaflts, as the love of gain or whim may direct, and 
Mrithout thinking that they thereby afford great pleasure to the 
natural historian. Altogether, Copenhagen is the best and plea- 
santest port 1 know« That of Syracusa alone might be made 
better^ if the people there were not too idle. No where is so 
great an assemblage of vessels belonging to all nations ; for it is> 
che best intermediate port between the north and the south. 

One of the West-India vessels, which I visited with Scheel^ 
,^as originally an American, the whole crew of which had been 
massacred by the negroes at Guinea* From the negroes it 
came to the Portuguese ; and from them to the Danes. Several 
marks "still remained in the ship, which shewed the fury of the 
negroes. It would not be amiss if a similar fate- were 4o over* 
take ail those inhabitants of Bristol and Liverpool, who with true 
British humanity, to their own infamy, and that of Christendom, 
perpetuate the slarve trade. It would be but a very slander re- 
muneration' for the horrors, which they partly practise, partly 
cause. 

By one of the vessels from the West Indies, the Board of 
Health at Copenhagen lately received for examination, the 
matter of the yellow-fever, in a bottle hermetically sealed; for 
the faculty there were unanimously of opinio^, that the disorder 
was epidemic, but not contagious. An original idea this of 
sending the yellow fever under seal to Europe. The matter was 
described to have been taken from the patient in the most violent 
crisis of the disorder. You may easily suppose that this intelli- 
gence, and the appearance of the bottle, Iwid no very pleasant 
effect, and the city- physician received orders to take the precioiis 
donation, and carefully to deposit it in one of the deepest parts 
of the sea. No examhiation of it, tlierefore, took place ; though 
there were not wanting medical men at Copenhagen too, who 
were convinced that it might have been done without danger. 
Every one at that place still speaks with enthusiasm of tha 
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battle fought on the third of Apiit, and describes $oitie trait o£ 
valour and generosity to the honour of the nation. In fact^ the 
British navy learnt, on the above day, that it is not quite so 
almighty as it fancied itself. If the Kussian and Swedish fleets 
could have formed a junction at the same time, the TritOQ 
Nelson would have repented his rash adventure. He, however, 
had doubtless made his calculations on the climate. There bos, 
probably, seldom been so noble, so active, so universal a dcr 
fence. Every person willingly devoted his whole strength to the 
service of the state; and the day is certainly one of the fairest ii| 
. the annals of the nation. Young men without a namef^^ proved 
themselves heroes^ and common inexperienced people seemed tq 
he tried warriors. Such is ever the consequence when a ndtion 
16 attacked as a nation, and has to fight for bouse and heartb;i 
before that house and hearth. This day, however, also shewed 
what was wanting towards the defence of the city. On the land 
side, Copenhagen is one of the most considerable fortresses that 
I have seen. Jt was towards the water that danger was to b^ 
apprehended ; and ti^ough a landing must be accompaniecl with 
risk, and i«4iot very probable, yet might the city have been held 
iti rather a strict blockade. They are now remedying this by two 
batteries, fixed rather deep in the water. The one, cMpi the 
great battery, placed upwards towards the Sound, is now almost 
nnished, and is truly a gigantic work. It lies about the distance 
of a cannon shot from the shore, exactly opposite to die custom- 
bouse and haven ; and can contain within itself all the requisite^ 
for a long siege, if it could at all times be provided from 
the city : if it be properly made use of, it will sooner be able to 
sink a fleet, than a fleet cau destroy it; unless, indeed, the 
enemiy should be in possession of the shore. Qn the site of 
the other battery, which is to be on the right, lie, at presentj 
three hulls of vessels. They are old ships of the line aground^ 
This battery is about to be begun, and is to be called Provesteenj 
if I mistake not; after the name of the brave captain, who here 
obstinately opposed the enemy, and first fell in Uie engagement* 
A noble action, a noble doatb, and a noble reward ! When tljese 
two batteries shall be completed, it will probably be very difipicult 
to injure Copenhagen by blockade, if its fleet can render it any 
portion of assistance. The support of these two works must 
always be a primary consideration with the state, if the metro- 
jpoiis is to flourish in security. 

Copenhagen is not so beautifully and romantically situated a^ 
Stockholm ; but there are onany fine views in its neighbourhood. 
By taking a boat on a pleasant evening, and sailing beyond the great 
battery^ you command such a prospe/:t all rounds as is not to b^ 
equalled in the whole Baltic. On soooe of the heights too^ you 
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the fine coast of Zealand quite to the Sound, and the coast of 
Sweden almost as high as Malmoe. Naples itself excels Ak 
conntryonly in luxuriant fertility and daa^^c scenery ; the coltivatioii 
of the sqUy and the manners of the people, are here Air superior, 

Friederichsberg is a charming object for a walk^ and if, after 
^tailing it, you will return by the coast to Copenhagen, yob Mill 
enjoy an abundant portion of Nature's beauties, and procure « 
good appetite for your dinner. The Emperor of Russia would 
probably give a few millions, if he could only have the vegetatiom 
of Copenhagen at Peterhof. Wahmts grow in great perfection 
!at Friederichsberg, and fruit in general is tolerably good. 

I called- twice on Miinter, but did not fnd him at hoiat. 
Had I known what [ afterwards learnt at sea, I should probaUy 
iiave called twice more. He bad, it tppears, just received leis- 
ters from LandoUna, who was accidentally at Naples diirii^ dia 
last earthquake^ and has described the whole dreadful catastrophe 
isiinutely to' his northern friend. To have heard or read wuj 
thing from the worthy Syracusan, would h»fe been a real pleiair 
mire to me. Perhaps it may be my lot to see him again — per- 
liaps we may again enjoy the grape-feast togedier, and I maf 
again listen to his remarks respecting the garden of Aldnous.' 

At Scheer^y or at Schumacher's house ([ forget which of the 
two) I saw a book on the fever which prevails among the Lascan, 
written by an Englishman, Mr. Hunter, probably a relation of 
the celebrated surgeon of the same name, and printed at Calcutta. 
^^he impression was so beautiful, that it is but rarely equalled in 
Germany, and was^ indeed, very little inferior to the English 
<ine printing. • 

The island of Amager, which is connected with the city by a 
bridge belonging to the fortifications, is the kitchen-garden of 
Copenhagen ; and the rich Hollandish cultivation of itaffordsamoat 
agreeable relief to the eye. It was sometimes my amusement in 
an afternoon, io see the artillerists throw their bombs here. I 
cannot, .however, say much in favour of their skill; for when I 
fKras present they were seldom near the mark^ and never hit it* 

I am but a bad caterer. 1 was therefore truly obliged to our 
countryman M . Fiedler, who provided m^ basket with an abun* 
dance of good fare previous to my passage. Neptune and 
jQSoIns are seldom in good humour with me. The wind, onllna 
occasion, blew strongly Irom Kiel, which was the place of my 
jdestination ; so we were five whole days in a voyage which ge- 
lierally occupies four and twenty hours. The best of the case 
was, that I had time to spare, that [ was in good company, and 
^at we W(^re all well furnished with provisions. One of my 
friends at Copenhagen had dcHired that I would give myself ao 
[trouble,'a8 he would arrange. every thing respectipg my pawaga 
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M^ith tbe captain of the vessel; and that I m^lit rely on a snug 
cabin and bed. 1 had taken his advice^ and given myself no 
troubJe ; but was not so fortnnate in this case as 1 had been with 
regard to my provisions. The cQnsequence of my dependance 
on my friend's promise was^ that I found myself obliged to sleep 
on a large chest ; and this suited me as little as the salt- beef and pqrk 
which wa;s my constant fare in the English transport, in which I 
embarked for America during the colonial war. On the 
second night I exchanged the chest for the floor, and sle^t under , 
the table, rocked by the storm. I'hus the cliest and the floor toot 
their turn till the last night, when a Hamburgh physician resigned hi3 
bed to me^ half out of vexation, as he said ; for being rather 
€;orpulenty his narrow quarters squeezed him too closely to be 
borne. In fact,/ 1 have no doubt but that the worthy man'g. 
good nature wae the real cause of his resignation. 7'he sea ran 
very high during our passage. We had several ladies on board, 
and every one of them. was sick. I believe Ijiever was so g^illant 
ia my life as during this voyage. 

The male part of the ship s club consisted of a Danish officer, 
a Danish barrister,' the abovementionedEsculapius of Hamburgh,* 
a Mr. Pontoppidan, Mr. Lenz, the natural historian, a dumb 
£iiglisbmau, my countryman Schmidt, from Grimme, and your 
bumble servant. The laugh, the joke, the song went merely 
round. 

I cannot say much for the regulation of Danish packet-boats. 
The cabin might and should have been much better. I think it- 
ivrong too, that the passenger is not provided with meat. Jfa 
liberal sum were fixed, under the authority of government, for 
both the passage and provision3, it would be a great accommo- 
dation. At present the provision baskets of the passengers 
create great confusion, and no one enjoys a comfortable 
meal. The people too on deck, are treated very inhumanly. 
Of these there were about eighteen, belonging to the 
lower class^ ef the community. Tliey were, during the whole 
passage, exposed to the cold rain, as well, as to the waves, 
ii'hich frequently washed the deck. Such a voyage is 
almost equal to a campaign — no roof, no covering, not a 
remnant of sail-clpth ! The hold was tilled with merchandize. 
We heard moans and chattering of teeth above us — every 
one seemed to be under the influence of an ague. Were the 
Crown Prince, of whose good and generous disposition all 
Denmark speaks with enthusiasm, to see such a spectacle, he 
would certainly provide against its recurrence. These people would 
willingly pay something more, if they were allowed protection 
from the inclemency of the weather, and a sheltered spot to 
tieep upon. Humanity demands it. The passage is forty uniles^ 
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Md a contrary wind makes it much more. A covering over head 
can be procured even by a common be|];gar. Ilie best regulated 
ffassage is^ perhap<r^ by the royal packets from Naples to Pa- 
lermo. 

I thoiight we should never get rid of the islands. Moen, and 
Langeland, and Falster^ and whatever the rest are called; were 
everlastingly in ^ight; and" we every hour expected to be driven 
ashope towards Meckieiiburg. At lengthy we sung ourselves into 
sight of the Kiel fortress Friederichsort; but we approached it 
very slowly. A fishing boat now joined us^ and offered to take 
some of the company ; but they could not. Heaven knows why, 
ooofle to an agreement. I had hitherto not utiered a syllable 
on the subject, being resigned to my fate^ and unwilling to oc- 
cupy any other person's place in the boat. ^' How n;iany can 
the boat take f * demanded I at length. ^^ iSixteen/* was the 
answer; and scarcely 'was it given before I had snatched inj 
hat, and leapt into it. ** Whoever wishes to go must make haste,'* 
said I, . *^ or 1 proceed alone." For you must know that . 
whenever ray purse is at its lowest ebb, my spirit is at its highest 
flood. The company soon assembled — no one remained behind 
but the British dealer in monosyllables ; and we proceeded to* 
wards the town as fast as the ^shermen could row us. The en- 
trance into the bay of Kid has a pleasing effect. On the right 
are the citadel,* the canal, and the wood— on the left several neat 
villages, with a groupe of picturesque hills. I did not suppose 
that ship-building was carried on here to so great an extent as it 
is. The haven is navigable by large vessels quite up to tlie town. 
At Kiel I found an old acquaintance, and made several new 
ones. Among the latter were M r. Weber and his son, \Vho are 
sufficiently known to you as literati. The son had lately been in 
Sweden, and I was glad to find that he too had been mitch 
pleased with that country. , Sweden, indeed, must have ' rich 
resources for him as a botanist. Heinrich of Breslaw, who is 
professor here, seems to be much more comfortable near the 
' Baltic, than he was on the banks of the Oder. The town of 
Kiel does not please me, butthe neighbourhood muvh. There 
is, to be sure, no Alpine sublimity ; but the country has an 
undulated appearance, which lulls the soul into repose and con- 
templation. No Tell will here summon his confederates to the 
great patriotic tragedy; but Voss may chuse it as a favourite 
V spot on which to sing- his Idyls. Ramdohr has done this coun- 
try injustice when he decried it, and the good people of Kiel 
are justified in being dissatisfied with his account. To a painter 
of landscape there is, to be sure, nothing particularly remark-* 
able; but the scenery will afford much pure enjoyment to .the 
uncorrupted child of Nature. 
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A morning walk tli rough Diisterbrook to the moCitti of 1^ 
canaly and hence to Knop, is a real gratification. I should like 
much to travel up the whole canal to the North-sea— the beauties 
inust be numerous and varied. Between the mouth of it and 
Knop^ which is hardly an hours walk, a great number of vessels 
passed us; and it is amusing to see them go through the locks in 
lapid succession.' I'he estate and garden of Count Baudiasen 
are not in the highest style of beauty, for the country would 
hardly allow it ; but there is in both a Eappy mixture of what 
is useful and pleasing. I have seldom made a more agreeable 
breakfast than the one at the canal inn. 

Two of my acquaintance kindly accompanied me as far as 
"Prez, where they introduced me to a gentleman, who thought 
the treasures of Pilnitz by far the most valuable of ahy which our 
Bative4and possesses. I was rathei- astonished at this remark, till f 
recollected that I was conversing with botanists; and it mustgra-. 
tify you to hear, in what high repute the extensive leaniii^ of 
our elector stands. This is just; but { would raitber see him 
now and then in Thtiringen, examining the roadi, and visiting 
the people. The plants will thrive, and the stars follow their 
right course ; but on the roads, and ampi^g the people, a(Il is not 
as he himself would wish it. The prince is good and just; he i» 
hoiioured and beloved. I would pledge my head that he might, 
,at the side of any single peasant, walk securely through his 
dominions. His people would welcome him — woe, therefore^ 
to the man, who shall excite suspicion in his mind ^s to his. 
people ! ( neither fear nor expect any thing from princes; and 
may, therefore, Mrkh propriety speak of them with maaly freedom. 

At Ploen, I passed an hour with M. von Hennii^s.at the 
castle^ and waii sorry 1 could not stay longer. This * little towni 
is neat enough ; but the lake is a wild sort of beauty. The 
^leninsula behind the garden is romantic; the banks, however, 
are too little cultivated, and have a dead appearance. It ia 
life, only which speaks home to tlie heart of inan, 
The eye looks for objects, with wbkh it can combine 
)iuman beings, and when it cannot find these, it causes a. 
train of ideas like Young's N^t Thoughts, of which every one 
wishes to be rid. Such was the effect which the water had on 
me here, and at Eutin. The prospects are very fine for a few 
minutes, and if the busde of n^mkind were added to them, they 
wonld be so for many days. 

At Eutin, my sool was with him who no longer inhabits the 

place, and'f sought him in idea, on the Saal, and on the Rhine. 

, To day I reached Lubeck in good time. I have taken « walk^ 

through' the town, and another round it. f have written thia 

letter to you, and to-morrow I proceed to Hamburgh. PareweU» 

6 . 
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xJlERE I am in my old hermitage again! Between Lubeck 
and this place I saw but little Morthy of recording to you ; for 
the road and objects of curiosity >are well known .to every Ger- 
man who has read a System of Geography, and a newspaper. 

At Hambui^h, the postillion drove me to a large inn, called,* 
I believci Kaiser*s Hof, which is exactly opposite to all the 
Emperors in the Senate-house. The divisions of this house 
seem to me very like those of the German empire. You study 
for a long time in hopes of discovering the plan on which they 
were formed, and at last you perceive that th^re was no plan. 
We find the fabric, however, convenient enough iu spite of its 
irregularity, and should be sorry to see it demolished. 

' I must conscientiously bear favourable testimony to the inha 
bitaOts of Hamburgh; but 1 should not like to live amongst 
them. Tlie town is too larger for me — the streets^ with a very 
few exceptions, too narrow and dark. It appears to me, in some 
respects, like a German Venice, where every cubic inch of land 
especially near the canals, is sold by mercantile measurement for 
gold. This may suit the gentlemen of the counting-house vastly 
well ; but I should be afraid of thrusting my elbows into the 
'sides of passengers, as I walked. Here and there buildings are 
pulled down, and light ad ruitted. I only hope the ground will 
not be sold again to the dealers in darkness. ^ 

The only walk in the town has been somewhat widened, but 
is still narrow enough, and not equal to a principal street in 
Petersburg. The trees, which have been planted there, do not 
seem properly attended to. Many of them have failed, and 
should be immediately replaced by others before the healthy 
ones hav^ grown too much. The pavilion, with refreshments in 
the centre, belongs to a foreigner, and is a very neat place. 

The Hamburgh merchants are famed for giving good din- 
ners, and I found the report true. Still they do not exceed 
the general luxury of the times, and in some respects do not 
equal it. Perhaps the blockade of the Elbe may have ope- 
rated as a sort of warning, and produced more economy. 
The inhabitants have certainly a satisfied jolly appearance, 
which is surely far preferable to a lean hungry one, whatever 
my friend Merkel may say to the contiary. 

1 found Iffland here, and not ofAy saw him on the sta^e^ 
siuME.] . N 
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but spent several hours with him. Perhaps you do not kno^ 
him as a companion.^ A coniC^FM^n with him, when he is 
in a lively niood^ is worth more than dne of his best parts on 
V tlie stage. [ only saw him- ^Mfwe pttj^lidy, ' it was in the cha- 
racter of Riem^ which you will remember to be in his Own 
play called the Dowry.. He seemed^ as 1 thought, to exert 
himself very much, and yet could not come properly into jplaV 
with the dfbcr J)erformcr&*; they couid not rise to him/ nor he de»- 
seend to them. I found them indeed far below my expecllation^ 
and if I did not know to a certainty that Schroder was lately 
here, 1 should never have believed that several of diem harf 
enjoyiBd his tuition; at least they have made a wretched use of 
k. How it happens I know itot ; but the theatre is a poor 
one — for Hamburgh a very pbor one. I believe that half of 
the cotnpany cannot read— I mean in a rational way. There 
was only one whom 1 thought a good actor — he performed the 
President, if I am not mistaken. The man, who personated 
tbe Stranger, began tolerably well ; but soon became a mise- 
rable croaker, and the Privy Counsellor ranted most furiously^ 
Stifl there may be better among t^m, and I fancied that I 
discovered merit in one or two of the subaltern performers. 
I ought not to decide positively from a single representation. 
It is saod that when any performer applied to Eckhof for an 
ehgagement, he always presented a chosen book, and desired 
the applicant to read. He then requested him to walk op 
and down in a spacious room. Tliese trials were sufficient to 
guide his decision. Were they to be in force eVery where, 
how many would be dismissed from our stages ! The women 
were better than the men, which is seldom the case. The 
way into and out of the theatre reflects great disgrace on 
Hamburgh. Tbe house itself is bad. enough ; but even in the 
worst little towns of Poland, such contemptible comers are 
A^trc^ly to be found as the two alleys by which the company? 
filter and retui:n from it; 

I must be allowed another short remark. In order to give 
more room for the spectators, the orchestra has been thrown 
into the pit. There is not much to be said against this, exs 
cept that the music suffers by it; but the place itself isfur-^ 
nished with such wretched broken benches, that its appearance 
is vile ; and yet there were Jadies and gentlemen of the first 
ton in it. 

If 1 were to give you a description of the views between? 
Altoiia and Blankenese, I should fill < a volume. The Blan- 
kenesers used to hold a very low place in my estimation ; for 
I was told that they and the inhabitants of Helgoland were 
the little corsairs of the North Sea ; and I believe stiU that 
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A^ are aot quite guiUIess of the charge^ Ypv Jiave pro* 
JbaUy ^eard of what is called the Strand Law. , It i« here 
dtrictly enforced; and shameful it is that such a practice should 
be.samred to conkimie. Methinks I ne^irer heard of itfiinon^ 
the. {Greeks^ the Romans, or Phoenicians* If people wer^ 
guilty of such actions among them, they cs^Ued .the. wretcheis 
by their real name — pirates. Shall we be told that this law h 
likewise sanctioned by Christiiuiity, ^s has beqn asserted with re- 
«pei?t to the base inhumanity practiced against the negroes of 
Africa? — If it were so, well might religion hide her blushes in 
the tripes of Potosi. Did one ever hear of such barb$u:itjr 
as to decimate the unfortunate? — Decimate! The term is t09 
mild-^they absplptely teriiate tliem; for the Chri:itian who 
^Uefches forth his hand to s^ve his fellow-christian s prQpert}i> 
U* l^fiUjf ^entitled to. a third part of it. Would that the strand- 
law were, j^tranded without redemption ! 

Blankenese, as the name s^ems to indicate, must foruerljr 
have been a wild bleak spot; but buildiug is now so pre* 
If^^t that the villas of Hamburgh merchants form one 
long row to this pkice. The prospect from the hill \xp 
the riv^r to the town, affords a fine picture of rich cuU 
tivation. But it must be still more gratifying from tbcf 
Hanoverian coast on the other side of the Elbe, where at 
cme glance you may survey the city and the northern banks of 
the vri]ver studded with country-seats. 

My, numerous friends in Hamburgh made the ds^s seenei 
much shorter than the calendar described them, and 1 left tlid 
place with inuch regrqt. 

Thus, then, ends my fishing expedition ; for you may, if 
you like, siippoys<i that to have been my object, and I have made 
^ tolerably circuit in search of it. I bqgan with the Elbe, and 
ended with the Elbe. . I have visited the Oder, the Vi^tulaj^ 
rile Niemen, the Dwina, the Embach, the Neva, and the 
Volga! How rich are these in fish, not to mention aU th^ 
lakes ! i\t Moscow there were fish out of the Black Sea, the 
White Sea, and the Caspian. My good fortune too led me 
into the society of those, who had them at table. The dis- 
trict also bordering on the Gulphs of Finland and Bothnia, a^ 
il^ell as the Baltic down to the North Sea, produced plenty 
of the finny tribes, from the salmon to the minnow. 

Aft#r 1 had submitted my Danish pass to the inspection of 
the French ambassador, (for unfortunajtely we cannot now 
travel through biir native country, or indeed hardly take a step 
without permission from the all-powerful ruler on the Seine) 
I quietly went in ^ boat up the Elbe to Luneburg. GaU 
arrived just as \ came away. I lament that I .am always 
doomed to miss him ; for I should like very much to hear a 
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lecture on 1ii$r system. It does not suit ine lb study it at 86« 
cond-hand. Except in the anatomical part, I understand tbere 
\b nothing very new in it. 

The French put no questions to me at Lunebiirg; and as I 
proceeded I m6t. withno more of them; as they had formed a 
junction fck the^pufpose of undertaking something important. 

Cultivation and management o;jight to be more an object of 
. attention bfetween Luneburg and Brunswick; I cannot be 
persuaded that th^ soil is of so tingrateful a nature ' if it ^ese 
judicibus]y treated. It is truly desirable that thisr should be 
more narrowly examined into b^ persons w^Il versed, in agri- 
cultural affairs. ' • 

At Brunswick I Was almost overpowered on entering the 
house of M. Schmidt by the smell of his cichory-coffee. This 
and tobacco are most singular and unaccountable instances of 
modern taste. The wretch who is scarcely able to procure 
bread, must have tobacco, and cannot exist without the black 
bitter infu^on of burnt coffee, or its substitutes. In this neigh- 
bourhood there were large portions of groiiind planted will) 
cichory. 

Kamp's retreat here has probably more of Sans^ Sonet in it 
than the one on a large scale at Potsdam. It is seldom the lot 
of kings to be devoid of care ; and it would be easy to prove 
that Frederick feh the heaviest of his cares when at Saris Souci* 

The .weath,er was fine as I passed old father Brocketi, and 
I fookpd up at his summit with a wish to be there. If 1 could 
have spared a few days more, I should certainly have grdtified 
Hiyself ; for I have never been in the new house at the sum-c 
init. When I last visited the spot, the foundation-stone was 
jjt^st laid^ and I slept^ among the workmen, i could now dis-^ 
ceni it plainly through the denspr atmosphere which envelope* 
th§ n^ountain. 

At Halberstadt, I wandered about sun-set to the garden, in 
'which lie the remains of my parental friend and benefactor, 
the venerable Gleim. Lower down the Elbe I had stood at 
the grave of Klopstock, and done homage to his genius. Here 
' 1 did more — I acknowledged with heartfelt sincprity the end-? 
}ess debt of gratitude I owed^ and paid the tributary tear. 
Here, on the very spojt which now bears his monument, I 
have sitten with himself, and warmly conversed on what is great 
and good. Let malice and detraction rake up his foibles — - 
Gleim was a worthy upright' man. Had I been as intimately 
acquainted with Klopstock, I should perhaps have been equally 
attached to him ; but our connection was a literary and a dis-- 
tant one. I cannot omit this opportunity of relating to you a 
triding circumstance, ^which 1 esteeo) rather to my credif. Yoi| 
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know tliat when Klopstock*s Odes and Messiah were printed^ 
I was the corrector of the press. The old gentleman main- 
'Gained -high authority, and always referred me in a dictatorial 
tone to his manuscript, which, however, was not destitute of 
little errors. This used to create differences between us; an4 
I one daj Mrote him a letter couched irt very plain terms, ac- 
'iknowledging his 'great superior merits, but pointing ottt a num^ 
ber of little inaccuracies. He acknowledged these reUtctandj 
by a verbal me^s^ge ; but he afteryi^ards told Herder (as Herder 
bimself assured me) that 1 had treated him most cruelly. My 
Justificatiotr'is his own copy. His only fault was that be fan- 
cied himself infallible in minute points. A single example*-*^ 
in one of ^is' odes, (I believe The Stai*s,) all the formet 
edition? printed a liqe thus : 

' ■"•  * ' ' * . ' . . ' 

„ ,. " Vater, so rufeu yi'iv an." r 

ft appeared to- my ear thait the metre positively required the 
last word to be omitted, ai)d 1 wrote to him accordingly, io- 
-dosiug the sheet e$ letter-press for his correction, if he pleased. 
He underlined the word again, which 1 had struck out — thc» 
erased his mark — then wrote the word agpiin above — then blot- 
ted it out — and thus he returned" the proof without a single re* 
mark. It is evident how anxious he was to save tlie word, 
but his ear would not allow it, stud Go$chen*s edition is .the 
only one, iu which, through my perseverance, diis line is rightly 
printed. 

1 had been a day intravelKng fiom Brunswick to Halbertstadt, 
vti was another in goipg frogn Halbertstadt to Konnem. It 
was the latter end of harvest, and the horses so busily employed 
in leading corn, that I could not without difficulty procure any. 
J would willingly have taken my knapsack on my back, and could 
have proceeded rather quicker pn foot; had 1 not made a pro- 
mise to my fellow-travellers that I would accompany them to 

J^ipzig- 

1 am sorry to remark (but truth demands it) that during my 

whole* summer's tour 1 have no where seen places which had 

flo poor and ruinous an appearance as the Prussian towns from 

JBninswick to this plape. Balberstadt, Aschersleben, and Kon- 

pern, exhibit a picture of povefty in every respect. The v'lU 

lages, howcfver, ^ave i| lively air, aqd excite sensations agreeable 

to the traveller. 

The regiments were every where under orders to be ready , 

for a march at a short notice, yet no one knew his destination. 

Ail were eager for battle, and no one knew with whom. Such is 

^he gepuine character of thoughtless man! But we must not 

}>e rash^ and ascribe (his to an iiiuate xruelty of disposition^ 



i 



106 rBVMH S T^VK. 

;ind love of morddr. There is unfortilDatelj l^uta Bfiiall^hare of* 
purity in state arrangements^ and as long as the teon aoldier is 
iconsidered a distii^ubhed honourable title^ the share of rationa- 
lity b not. great. The term soldier^ if we trace it to its origin, 
yirobahly means a hirelings one who server for money; and in gc^- 
nfiral be has been raa/de the instrument of despotism. Tp the 
warripr !who sheds hi3 blood for the cause of justice and his 
country, let due honour be giv^n ; .but to this the soldier^ merely 
as such, can have little claim. Soldiers ^e^Jbowex^r^ m^n; and 
pot bad men. They lead aiife of com|>ukloii|.^nd inactivity; 
l»odi of which are far from being conge\^a4,witIfh^ttlan4aature. 
They rejoice> therefore, in obtaining ajscope for action on any 
conditioQ, and prefer battle, at the risk of life^ to f e^pet^ qo* 
thingness. .t. 

At Halle^ my poor knapsack had a seal put upon it, after 
having travelled from Palermo to Moscow in perfect freedom 
9fith idl its cofrtents.— *Yet no— at Vienna and Aborf^rs it was 
aean bed to the bottom* .. .; 

• The conversation here still turned sometimes upon tli^ftr 
iDine^ last summer. From all that I have learnt^ there were 
faults on each side, as is gen^^Uy the case. The 'puQis^ment 
trf- the insurgents was not severe ; but if all. that 1 heani be 
true, it was irregular^ and as such it bordered on injuitice^ : 

^hnorr was just returned from a tour through Switxerland; 
and welcomed me as heartily as ever. 

Here then, my dear ^end^ my communications close. Dur* 
ing die holidays I shall take a trip to Dresdep ^^d Weimar-— 
then ait down to my Greek and pedagogical labqurs again in g^od 
eameat. — Adieu. 
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S. 

Qmodj, mnonr of a famine m, 48 ; re- 
jBsrks on the, ibid. ; system of jus- 
tice in, ibid«---SchiIIer, his death an<- 
Tenally laotenled, 29; intcn-sr'n^ 
nnnai'i'e respecting 43, 44. — Schtt- 
bert, cnonsellor ot state, his charac- 
ter, 58— Servants, obserrations on 
the great nituiber, kept by the Ros- 
fian nobility, 6*2. — Scrvitode, stale 
of in Kossia, 6^. — Silesia, general 
• nppeanipce of comfort in the TiUagea 
of, 5; exportation of grain from, 
itrictly prohibited, ibid — Sippola, 
some acooont of, 5'j •. — Sitoation an 
vnpieasant «*ne, 61. — ^Slavery, state 
^^._ 0-— jg^ 5^^ — -Slaves, massacre of 



r 
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n Aip-s mm Vj, 91; 

ibid.>— Soldier, mtcicalin^ a^x 
of one, 9« — Soldiet's liie, ohserva- 
tiocB oo, 101. — SooDd, lenarlcs on 
fercfnj; the, 85. — Scnckbolm, de« 
scripCioa of, 75— 78l — Strand law,. 
obserratwjos on the, 99. — Stranger, 
anecdote relatiTe to tlie play of, 79. 
— >-S«edetT, cnireial cultiTation o€, 
81; ecneral remaiis on, 86, 87.— -> 

Swedes,hteratare of the,'79 Swedish 

hospitality, imtanrr of, 72. 

T. 

Thotthery M. a xisit to, 73 — Tnive!-^ 
ling, unpleasantness of, SI. 

U. 

Unireraities Kosnan, some account of, 

18, 39. — ^Upsal, deacriptioa of, 7t, 

73. 

W. 
Warsaw, some account of, 8. — Wcis* 

senatein, description of, '20. — Wi. 

hur«:, appearance ofy 5*7; peculiar 

branch of trade at, ibid. 

Y. 
Yellow fever, singular nnecdote re« 

-*^"- 2. 
21apoIsk V, general, his character, 13. — 
Zarakoseis, so:uc accconrof, ^6^ 
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